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Practice Page: Foster College Aspirations



Learn What Works:  Foster College Aspirations



Planning Tool: Fostering College-

Going Aspirations Activity Sheet

1. Goals

2. Activities

3. Implementation 

steps

4. Person 

responsible

5. Timeframe

6. Resources

7. Evaluation

8. Challenges



A University Partnership That 

Supports College-Going Aspirations 
Sample activity: collaborate with an institute of higher 

education

http://dww.ed.gov/media/slideshow_player.cfm?fID=1746


Academic After-School Clubs
A principal and a counselor describe how their 

after-school clubs and tutoring support their 

students' career and college aspirations.

http://dww.ed.gov/media/SchoolRestructuring/PSA/FA/See/flashlite/1748/index.htm


Practice Page: Assist with College Entry



Learn What Works: Assist with College Entry



See How It Works: Assist with College Entry

Multimedia/Walking Students Through the Application.mov
../M4 Folder 2 - Handouts/File 2I - College Seminar Class Syllabus.pdf


• If you were to design a similar class at your school or district, 

what would you change about the syllabus?  What would you 

keep?  Why?

• How could your school or district help students figure out what 

kind of career they might be suited for?

• How can your school or district help them find out which 

colleges or other postsecondary education options have 

programs that would help them achieve this career?

• What are some barriers students face when considering visiting 

colleges?  How can your school or district help students 

overcome these barriers? 

• How can your school/district help students find funding to go to 

college, community college, technical schooling, etc.?

Discussion Questions



Next Steps

• Of the four practices we have discussed today—

(1) Prepare Students Academically, (2) Assess & 

Intervene, (3) Foster College Aspirations, and (4) Assist 

with College Entry—in which practice do you feel your 

school or district excels?

– In which of the Key Concepts for this practice is your school or 

district the strongest?

• In which of the four practices do you feel your school or 

district needs to improve?

– What are some specific action steps your school or district can 

take to work toward improvement in this area?



COLLEGE APPLICATION PLANNER

Step 1: Engage students and their 

families in the college planning 

process beginning early in high 

school.



Include parents actively in conversations 

about college as early and as often as 

possible.



COLLEGE APPLICATION PLANNER

Step 2: Help students and families 

understand college costs and financial 

aid



Hold financial aid workshops with groups of 

parents, as well as individual consultations, to 

ensure that all parents’ questions are 

answered and any misconceptions about 

paying for college are corrected.



COLLEGE APPLICATION PLANNER

Step 3: Work closely with juniors and 

seniors in the application process



Support students as they prepare to take 

college entrance exams, decide which 

colleges they should apply to, and complete 

the applications. 



College Search Form
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