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Facilitate student relationships with 
peers who plan to attend college through 
a structured program of extracurricular 
activities. 

Provide hands-on opportunities for 
students to explore different careers, and 
assist them in aligning postsecondary 
plans with their career aspirations. 

Recommendation 4. Engage and assist 
students in completing critical steps 
for college entry

Ensure students prepare for, and 
take, the appropriate college entrance or 
admissions exam early. 

Assist students in their college search. 

Coordinate college visits. 

Assist students in completing college 
applications. 

Recommendation 5. Increase families’ 
financial awareness, and help students 
apply for financial aid

Organize workshops for parents and 
students to inform them prior to 12th 
grade about college affordability, schol-
arship and aid sources, and financial aid 
processes. 

Help students and parents complete 
financial aid forms prior to eligibility 
deadlines. 

Checklist for carrying out the 
recommendations

Recommendation 1. Offer courses and 
curricula that prepare students for 
college-level work, and ensure that 
students understand what constitutes a 
college-ready curriculum by 9th grade

Implement a curriculum that prepares 
all students for college and includes op-
portunities for college-level work for ad-
vanced students.

Ensure that students understand what 
constitutes a college-ready curriculum.

Develop a four-year course trajectory 
with each 9th grader that leads to fulfilling 
a college-ready curriculum. 

Recommendation 2. Utilize 
assessment measures throughout 
high school so that students are aware 
of how prepared they are for college, 
and assist them in overcoming 
deficiencies as they are identified

Identify existing assessments, stan-
dards, and data available to provide an 
estimate of college readiness.  

Utilize performance data to identify 
and inform students about their academic 
proficiency and college readiness.

Create an individualized plan for stu-
dents who are not on track.

Recommendation 3. Surround 
students with adults and peers who 
build and support their college-going 
aspirations

Provide mentoring for students by re-
cent high school graduates who enrolled in 
college or other college-educated adults. 


