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Erin Lynn Frey

Erin Lynn Frey, a vivacious 18-year-old with her 
eyes on the stars, but her feet firmly planted on terra 
firma, will head off to Harvard this fall after having 
graduated from Crofton Middle School in Crofton and 
South River High School in Edgewater, Maryland.   

Erin is fascinated by planetary science and 
astronomy. She interned at NASA’s Goddard 
Space Flight Center each year in high school and 
loved it. At first she studied the geology of Mars 
by analyzing elevation data from the planet. Then 
she became interested in whether there was 
water on the planet and helped researchers trying 
to find an answer to that difficult question. Erin 
credits her high school for nurturing her interest in 
science. South River requires each student taking 
a science course to also do a science fair project. 
Since Erin took science three years in a row, as do 
many students, she was required to complete three 
projects, which sent her to the high school science 
fair three times and the county fair four times. 
The competition spurred Erin to design exemplary 
projects. As a result, the county sent her to the 
Intel International Science and Engineering Fairs in 
Louisville, Kentucky; Cleveland, Ohio; and Portland, 
Oregon, the last three years of high school. Erin 
says the fairs have “gotten me hooked on science,” 
which has become a possible career path for her. 

In addition to her other courses, Erin took six 
Advanced Placement Program® (AP®) courses 
in high school: AP European History, AP U.S. 
History, AP Calculus AB, AP French, AP United 
States Government and Politics, and AP English 

Literature and Composition. She also took a 
journalism course her senior year. Erin’s eleventh-
grade English teacher had recommended that she 
enter the National Council of Teachers of English 
Achievement Awards in Writing. “Much to my 
amazement,” Erin says, she won.

Erin writes quite a bit both for school and for 
herself. She says, “I believe that writing is an 
essential skill for all students to have—even if they 
do not plan to attend college. So much of today’s 
society depends on communication between 
people, especially through writing, whether it is 
as complex as writing a paper about a medical 
breakthrough or as simple as giving directions to 
someone in an e-mail. It is imperative to be able 
to write and communicate ideas well in order for 
daily life to operate smoothly and efficiently.” 

As a student leader in her community, Erin helped 
organize a team to renovate an elderly lady’s home 
in Baltimore and found it an “amazing experience.” 
She also served as vice president of her high 
school’s chapter of the National Honor Society. For 
six years, Erin danced with the Maryland Ballet 
Theater, a children’s company that gave her a 
chance to solo and perform in lead roles.  

To prepare for her college entrance exams, Erin 
took the PSAT/NMSQT® in tenth grade and again 
in eleventh grade. She was disappointed in her 
scores but found that the test was good practice for 
the SAT®. Because her scores were not what she 
wanted them to be, she was motivated to take the 
SAT prep class her high school gave. She set her 
goal as earning a 1400 on her test, and she reached 
it, taking the test twice, in the winter and spring 
of her junior year. 
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Erin’s mother grew up in New Jersey and is a 
computer programmer for NOAA, the National 
Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration, an 
agency that tracks weather patterns. Her father is a 
branch head and research scientist for NASA. Her 
big brother, Kevin, is out in the world working with 
high-end audio equipment. It seems the love of 
science runs deep in Erin’s family. 

Brandon Spruill
When Brandon Spruill, 17, began to look at colleges, 
he had no idea that he would ultimately choose the 
University of Maryland, not far from his home in the 
Washington, D.C., suburb of Montgomery Village, 
Maryland. Brandon, who graduated this past spring 
from Bethesda-Chevy Chase High School, received 
high grades in school and took six AP® courses, 
including Calculus BC, English Language and 
Composition, English Literature and Composition, 
Physics C, Psychology, and U.S. History. He also 
found time for sports as a member of the varsity 
squads in basketball, football, and track. 

Brandon is the only child of Ron Clifton, an 
accountant, and Janet Clifton, a database 
administrator at Oracle. They always paid close 
attention to their only child’s education, and were 
determined to see Brandon do well. From primary 
through high school, Brandon’s parents ensured 
that he attended the best public schools in their 
area; he transferred to Bethesda-Chevy Chase to 
take advantage of its rigorous curriculum and what 
he described as a diverse faculty and student body. 

Brandon’s favorite subject is math. “Even if it’s 
hard—there’s one definite answer, unlike English, 
where there are 30 different answers,” he joked. 

Despite his aptitude for math, Brandon’s favorite 
high school course was an introduction to law, 
and although he intends to make engineering his 
college major, Brandon believes he may go on to 
become a lawyer. 

When the time came to apply to college, Brandon 
had amassed a long list that he pared down to 
12 institutions. “Having to do essays was kind of 
stressful,” he said, but he described the rest of the 
process, draining to so many seniors, as little more 
than hectic. 

Ten institutions accepted Brandon; now he had 
to choose one. Although he was impressed by 
Wake Forest University in Winston-Salem, North 
Carolina, where a cousin went, he found himself 
veering toward the Universities of Maryland 
and Delaware. After his mother persuaded him 
to attend an orientation at the University of 
Maryland, his mind was made up. The Terps, 
the renowned university basketball team, always 
impressed him, but he also liked the large and 
diverse student body. “I can meet different people 
every day,” he said.  Perhaps most important, UM 
has a highly ranked engineering program, and a 
new engineering building is under construction.  
Brandon began UM on August 26, ready and eager.

Jorge Zuniga
Jorge Zuniga is an 18-year-old graduate of Miami 
Senior High School who will be starting his 
freshman year at Massachusetts Institute of 
Technology this fall. At MIT, he hopes to earn a 
degree in electrical engineering, with an emphasis 
on the biomedical aspects of the field. One day, 
Jorge hopes to lead a new generation of biomedical 
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and electrical engineering innovators.

The fourth of five children of Jorge and Iris 
Zuniga, young Jorge was born just 15 days after 
his family arrived in the United States from 
their native Honduras. “I have lived with my 
family in North Miami Beach for as long as I can 
remember,” he says.

His parents taught Jorge and his siblings many 
lessons, among them the importance of applying 
themselves and of working hard. That ethic has led 
Jorge to great success in school and filled him with 
a strong desire “to make my family proud.”

Though neither of his parents earned a college 
degree, they understood the value of higher 
education and passed that understanding on to 
their children. Jorge’s two older sisters and older 
brother all went on to college after high school. 
Jorge will be the first in his family to go away 
to school. He had considered going to Harvard 
University or Cornell University before finally 
deciding on MIT. 

Jorge says, “I have always loved math, science, 
and technology. I chose MIT because it will 
better prepare me for the future careerwise, and 
I believe that the academic rigor will only help 
in the long run. Further, the research and career 
opportunities are enormous,” he adds. “I also find 
that I share many of the same interests with other 
students, all of whom I can also gain a wealth of 
knowledge from.” 

Jorge says that his favorite subject in high school 
was calculus, but that he took a full array of 
academic courses. By the time he graduated, he 
had completed 11 Advanced Placement Program® 
(AP®) Exams, including  European History; 
Calculus AB; Calculus BC; U.S. History; Chemistry; 

English Language and Composition; English 
Literature and Composition; U.S. Government 
and Politics; Statistics; Spanish Language; and 
Physics B. In 2003, he earned an AP Scholar 
with Honor Award for his achievement on the 
AP Exams.

Jorge played on Miami Senior High’s football squad 
until an injury forced him to quit the team. He then 
became involved with service clubs and honor 
societies, holding leadership positions that included 
treasurer of the school’s Beta Club, president of the 
Historical Honor Society, and vice president of Mu 
Alpha Theta, the math honor society.

Jorge adds, “I held a part-time job after school 
and on some weekends, working about 15 to 20 
hours a week conducting telephone surveys. I also 
completed hundreds of hours volunteering after 
school for the American Red Cross.”

In the spring of 2004, Miami Senior High was one 
of three high schools in the nation to be chosen to 
receive a $25,000 College Board Inspiration Award 
for its efforts to provide more students with the 
opportunity to take college-level courses and to 
continue on to college. As the salutatorian for his 
class of 510 graduating seniors, Jorge addressed 
the award ceremony.

“Education is essential to cultural, social, and 
academic development, and to the betterment 
of humanity worldwide,” he told his audience. 
“It is imperative that the youth of today are as 
encouraged as I was to learn and to come to love 
knowledge as I did, so that tomorrow will continue 
to be a time of great promise.”
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