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The Advanced Placement Program is a cooperative educational endeavor between
secondary schools and colleges and universities. It consists of 33 college-level courses
and examinations designed for highly motivated students in secondary schools.

AP courses are offered in every province and territory in Canada, in approximately 13,000
secondary schools representing every state in the United States, and in more than 75 other
countries. The courses are recognized by nearly all colleges and universities in Canada and the
United States, as well as by many overseas, and those institutions grant credit, appropriate
placement, or both to students who perform satisfactorily on AP Examinations.

AP Examinations range from two to
three hours in length and cover the
equivalent of a full-year college
course. All are administered every
May at participating schools. Except
for Studio Art, which consists of a
portfolio assessment, all exams con-
tain a free-response section (requiring
essay writing, problem solving, and/or
the audiotaping of student responses)
and a multiple-choice section.

In June, the examinations and the
Studio Art portfolios are evaluated by
college and university faculty and AP
teachers brought together for the AP
Reading. These faculty consultants are
grouped by academic discipline and
directed by a chief faculty consultant
as well as veteran faculty consultants.
In 2000, approximately 5,000 faculty
consultants participated in the process.
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The College Board is a national nonprofit
membership association dedicated to preparing,
inspiring, and connecting students to college and
opportunity. Founded in 1900, the association is
composed of more than 3,800 schools, colleges,
universities, and other educational organizations.
Each year, the College Board serves three million
students and their parents, 22,000 high schools,
and 5,000 colleges, through major programs and
services in college admission, guidance,
assessment, financial aid, enrollment, and
teaching and learning. Among its best-known
programs are the SAT®, the PSAT/NMSQT™,
the Advanced Placement Program® (AP®), and
Pacesetter®. The College Board is committed to
the principles of equity and excellence, and that
commitment is embodied in all of its programs,
services, activities, and concerns.
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The Advanced Placement Program and Its Examinations  (continued)

Scoring standards for each exam are developed by the chief faculty consultants
(college professors) in collaboration with Development Committees appointed by the
College Board. These initial standards are refined just prior to the Reading by applying
them to randomly selected student responses. The faculty consultants are then trained to
apply the final standards reliably and consistently. From that point on, the quality and
reliability of the faculty consultants’ judgments are monitored by a frequent review of the
scoring standards, the rescoring of randomly selected exam books, the masking of previous
faculty consultants’ scores as well as of student-identifying information, and the continuous
supervision of their work by table leaders.

The development of an AP Exam can take as long as two years. The multiple-choice
questions, which are scored by computer, provide both high reliability and continuity.
Through a statistical technique called equating that analyzes common item types, they
maximize the likelihood that a candidate repeating the examination would receive the
same grade, and ensure that a candidate who earns an AP grade of 3 on one year’s exam is
at the same level of competence as candidates who earned a 3 in other years.

Free-response questions allow students to demonstrate their powers of logic, critical
thinking, and creativity. They are particularly valuable in the modern language exams,
which test the students’ ability to understand a foreign language and to demonstrate their
writing ability in that language. For the scientific disciplines, free-response questions allow
students to display their analytical ability. In fields such as history, literature, and govern-
ment, free-response questions challenge students to not only remember facts but to apply
them to the creation of a coherent, logical essay that answers a specific question.

The scores on the free-response sections are combined with the scores on the
multiple-choice sections. The totals are then converted to the Program’s 5-point scale,
which is interpreted as follows:

5 = extremely well qualified
4 = well qualified
3 = qualified
2 = possibly qualified
1 = no recommendation

These grade categories are designed to reflect achievement in an AP course that is
analogous to performance in a comparable college course. The purpose of AP grades is to
allow participating colleges and universities to award college credit, advanced placement,
or both. In general, a grade of 3 or higher indicates sufficient mastery of course content to
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The Advanced Placement Program and Its Examinations  (continued)

allow exemption from or credit for a college course comparable to the AP course. Because
the policies at individual institutions vary, students are urged to request a college or
university’s AP policy in writing.

The Advanced Placement Program periodically conducts college grade comparability
studies in all AP subjects. These studies compare the performance of AP candidates with
that of college students in the courses in which successful AP candidates will receive
credit. In general, the AP composite score cutpoints are set so that the lowest composite
score for an AP grade of 5 is equivalent to the average score for college students earning
grades of A. Similarly, the lowest composite scores for AP grades of 4, 3, and 2 are equiva-
lent to the average scores for students with college grades of  B, C, and D, respectively.

In July, AP Exam grades are reported to students, their secondary schools, and the
colleges they have designated to receive their grades.

AP Examinations in Canada

The number of AP Examinations administered in Canada since 1996 has increased
25 percent, from 7,595 to 9,465; the number of candidates has increased 22 percent, from
5,440 to 6,616. The summary tables in this report show 2000 participation for each prov-
ince, for Canada, and for the world. The tables contain AP grade distributions, grade

totals, and average (mean) grades by racial/
ethnic group (as reported by each student)
and by AP Examination. Each table gives
the number of AP candidates by racial/ethnic
group at each grade level. The list on page 15
gives the names of universities in Canada
that received the greatest number of AP
grades in 2000. The “Program Summary
Report” appears on page 16. A list of “The
200 Colleges and Universities Receiving the
Greatest Number of AP Grades” is shown
on pages 17 and 18.
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