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Part 1.1

Description of the ReadiStep assessment



What is ReadiStep?

Middle school 
assessment measuring 

reading, writing, and math 
skills 

Content based on the
College Board Standards 
for College SuccessÊ

Provides early feedback
on studentsô academic 

progress

Helps students identify 
and improve the skills 

they need to be ready for 
high school and college



Benefits of ReadiStep

ÅGives insight into studentsô academic progress
ÅHelps students create a roadmap for successEarly Feedback

ÅIdentify students for more challenging courses 

ÅHelp students make smarter choicesCourse Selection

ÅIdentify areas where students excel

ÅIdentify skills that require further development Skills Identification

ÅHelps create a college-going culture
ÅStudents realize that college is within their reach

College Readiness



ReadiStep is user -friendly and familiar

ÅCritical Reading

ÅWriting Skills

ÅMathematics
Three Sections

ÅFour options

ÅRights-only scoring: students attempt all 
questions

Multiple Choice

ÅPaper booklet

ÅScannable registration form/answer sheet
Paper and Pencil 



ReadiStep is comprised of three tests

ÅSentence completion items: 30%

ÅPassage-based items: 70%
Critical Reading

ÅImproving Sentences items: 56%

ÅIdentifying Sentence Errors items: 33%

ÅImproving Paragraphs: 11%
Writing Skills

ÅNumber and Operations items: 35%

ÅAlgebra items: 25%

ÅGeometry and measurement items: 25%

ÅData, statistics, probability: 15%

Mathematics



Items on the Critical Reading test



Items on the Writing Skills test



Items on the Mathematic s test

C



Scoring is the same for each of the tests

ÅCorrect answer = 1 point

ÅWrong answer or omitted question = 0 points
Raw Scores

ÅScores on a 2 to 8 scale for Critical Reading, 
Writing Skills and Mathematics

ÅIncrement between score points is 0.2
Scale Scores

ÅRights-only scoring does not penalize students 
for incorrect answers

ÅStudents attempt all questions

Rights-only 
Scoring



Part 1.2

Background on Readistepõs Development



Features of the ReadiStep assessment

ÅMathematics and Statistics College Board  
Standards for College SuccessÊ
ÅEnglish Language Arts College Board Standards 
for College SuccessÊ

Standards-Based

ÅRepresentative normative samples by gender, 
race/ethnicity, region, community type and 
socioeconomic status

Nationally 
Representative 

Sample

ÅReadiStep has strong reliability and validity

ÅAppropriate inferences from test results can be 
made with confidence

Strong Technical 
Properties

ÅEmploys objective scoring

ÅEfficient survey of a studentôs acquisition of 
specific reading, writing and mathematical skills

Straightforward 
Scoring and 

Results



ReadiStep field trial participation



ReadiStep has a high degree of reliability

ÅDegree to which a test is consistent and stable.

ÅImportant measure of the quality of the 
assessment

Definition of 
reliability

ÅHigh reliability is necessary in order to have a 
high level of confidence in scores 

Why reliability is 
important

ÅReadiStep reliability estimates of .84-.89 indicate 
a high level of consistency

ReadiStep 
reliability



Validity of the ReadiStep assessment

ÅWhether a test measures what it is supposed to 
measure 

Definition of 
validity

ÅIs the content of the test appropriate?

ÅTest specifications for the ReadiStep 
assessment based on College Board 
Standards for College SuccessTM

ÅIncorporation of three test development 
committees

ÅCan growth be demonstrated?

ÅDemonstration of developmental changes or 
growth based on the ReadiStep assessment 
test scores

How do you 
demonstrate 

validity? 



Part 1.3

Score reporting



ReadiStep provides multiple feedback measures

ÅSkills students possess

ÅSkills they need to develop

ÅAdvice on how to improve critical reading, writing, 
and mathematics skills

Skills InsightÊ

ÅNational: relative to 8th grade students nationally

ÅLocal: based on performance within a district

Percentiles & 
Ranges

Å2.0 ï8.0 range in 0.2 incrementsScaled Scores

ÅPredicted range on the PSAT/NMSQT® (provided 
on educator reports)

Forward-looking 
Measures



Student Report



Classroom Score Summary Report



Classroom Item Analysis Report - Analysis



Classroom Item Analysis Report ðItem Statistics


