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Critical Reading: Section 1 
 
Critical Reading Question 1 
 
Choice (B) is correct. To pinpoint something is to locate it precisely or accurately. In this context, 
to “determine” is to establish exactly, usually as a result of calculation. The structure of the 
sentence suggests that the term that fits the first blank is related to “know[ing] where you are”; the 
term “pinpointing” fits the blank because “pinpointing your position” would tell you exactly where 
you are. The sentence structure also indicates that the part of the sentence after the colon 
explains or elaborates on the idea in the first part of the sentence. The idea that you have to 
“know where you are before you can determine,” or establish, “a course to where you are going” 
does elaborate on the idea that when navigating at sea, you must pinpoint your location. 

Choice (A) is incorrect. In this context, to fix something is to set or establish it. To “compromise” is 
to reach a settlement that lies somewhere between two opposing positions. The structure of the 
sentence suggests that the term that fits the first blank is related to “know[ing] where you are.” 
The term “fixing” might fit the first blank; by establishing your position, you would know where you 
are. However, the term “compromise” does not make sense in the second blank. There is no 
mention of opposing courses, so there is no reason to suggest that one must “compromise a 
course” when navigating at sea. Indeed, it is not clear what it would mean to compromise a 
course.  
 
Choice (C) is incorrect. To depart is to leave someplace. To “devise” is to think out or to plan 
something. The structure of the sentence indicates that the part of the sentence after the colon 
explains or elaborates on the idea in the first part of the sentence. The structure also suggests 
that the term that fits the first blank is related to “know[ing] where you are.” The term “departing” 
does not make much sense in the first blank; leaving a certain position is not necessarily the 
same as knowing where you are. Further, the idea that “you must know where you are before you 
can devise,” or plan, “a course to where you are going” does not really elaborate on the idea that 
one must depart a position when navigating at sea. 
  
Choice (D) is incorrect. To confirm is to make definite. To “imagine” something is to form a mental 
image of it. The structure of the sentence indicates that the part of the sentence after the colon 
explains or elaborates on the idea in the first part of the sentence. The structure also suggests 
that the term that fits the first blank is related to “know[ing] where you are.” The term “confirming” 
might fit the first blank; by definitely determining your position, you would know where you are. 
However, the term “imagine” does not make sense in the second blank. The idea that “you must 
know where you are before you can imagine a course to where you are going” does not really 
elaborate on the idea that one must confirm a position when navigating at sea; the sentence is 
discussing actual navigation, not thoughts about navigation or mental images of courses. 
 
 Choice (E) is incorrect. To predict something is to foretell it. To “anticipate” is to deal with or give 
thought to something in advance. The structure of the sentence indicates that the part of the 
sentence after the colon explains or elaborates on the idea in the first part of the sentence. The 
structure also suggests that the term that fits the first blank is related to “know[ing] where you 
are.” The term “predicting” does not make much sense in the first blank; predicting your future 
position is not the same as knowing where you are currently. Further, the idea that “you must 
know where you are before you can anticipate a course to where you are going” does not really 
elaborate on the idea that one must predict a position when navigating at sea; accurately 
predicting one‟s future position is not the same as giving thought to a course to a destination.
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Critical Reading Question 2 
 
Choice (B) is correct. In this context, to review is to examine or survey something. To sponsor 
something is to be responsible for it, especially financially. The sentence suggests that Ignacio 
was looking for agencies to fund “Spanish-language documentaries.” It makes sense to say that 
“By reviewing directories of available funding sources for film projects”—that is, by examining lists 
of or collected information about groups or individuals offering funding for film projects—Ignacio 
successfully found agencies “interested in sponsoring Spanish-language documentaries.” 

Choice (A) is incorrect. To refuse something is to be unwilling to accept or comply with it. In this 
context, to support something is to assist or help with it, especially financially. The sentence 
suggests that Ignacio was looking for agencies to fund “Spanish-language documentaries,” so it 
makes sense to say that he found “agencies interested in supporting,” or providing financial 
assistance for, “Spanish-language documentaries.” However, it is somewhat illogical to say that 
Ignacio found these agencies “By refusing directories of available funding sources for film 
projects”; such directories would have helped Ignacio find the funding he was looking for, and 
there is no reason to believe he found funding by being unwilling to accept them. 
 
Choice (C) is incorrect. To endorse something is to declare one‟s approval of it. To fabricate 
something is to make it up or create it. The sentence suggests that Ignacio was looking for 
agencies to fund “Spanish-language documentaries”—presumably his own documentaries, or 
documentaries he helped to create. Although a filmmaker might declare approval of certain 
directories, someone looking for “available funding sources” probably would consult directories of 
such sources, not merely endorse them. Further, the sentence does not indicate that Ignacio was 
looking for “agencies interested in fabricating Spanish-language documentaries”; the sentence 
focuses on funding, not on making up documentaries. 
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. To scrutinize something is to study it carefully. To undermine something is 
to weaken or ruin it gradually. The sentence suggests that Ignacio was looking for agencies to 
fund “Spanish-language documentaries,” so it makes sense to say that he scrutinized, or carefully 
studied, “directories of available funding sources for film projects.” However, it is illogical to 
suggest that Ignacio was looking for “agencies interested in undermining Spanish-language 
documentaries”; that Ignacio was looking for funding indicates that he wanted to support such 
films, not weaken or ruin them. 
  
Choice (E) is incorrect. In this context, to dismiss something is to reject it. To distribute something 
is to spread or circulate it. The sentence suggests that Ignacio was looking for agencies to fund 
“Spanish language documentaries”; it is possible that, in his search, he found “agencies 
interested in distributing,” or circulating, such documentaries. However, it is somewhat illogical to 
say that Ignacio found agencies “By dismissing directories of available funding sources for film 
projects”; such directories would have helped Ignacio find people interested in supporting film 
projects, so there is no reason to believe he would have rejected them. 
 
Critical Reading Question 3 
 
Choice (D) is correct. To be “industrious” is to be hardworking. To be “lazy” is to be unwilling to 
work. The first part of the sentence tells us that “The two friends could not have been more 
different in their approaches to their studies”; therefore, the words that fit the blanks must be 
opposite in meaning. The terms “industrious” and “lazy” are indeed opposites. It makes sense to 
say that Tanya and Molly were very different in their approaches to studying in that Tanya 
hardworking while Molly was unwilling to work. 
 
Choice (A) is incorrect. “Hardworking” mean diligent and inclined to work hard. To be “curious” is 
to be inquisitive or to have a desire to learn. The first part of the sentence tells us that “The two 
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friends could not have been more different in their approaches to their studies”; therefore, the 
words that fit the blanks must be opposite in meaning. The terms “hardworking” and “curious” do 
not fit the blanks because they are not necessarily opposites. Indeed, someone who is inclined to 
work hard could have a similar or the same approach to studying as someone who is very 
inquisitive and wants to learn.  
 
Choice (B) is incorrect. To be “unconcerned” is to show no interest in something. To be “careless” 
is to not be careful. The first part of the sentence tells us that “The two friends could not have 
been more different in their approaches to their studies”; therefore, the words that fit the blanks 
must be opposite in meaning. The terms “unconcerned” and “careless” do not fit the blanks 
because they are not opposites; in fact, the two terms are nearly synonymous. Someone who 
shows no interest in her studies might have a similar or the same approach to studying as 
someone who is not careful in her studies. 
  
Choice (C) is incorrect. “Inattentive” means not paying attention. To be “irresponsible” is to lack a 
sense of duty or obligation. The first part of the sentence tells us that “The two friends could not 
have been more different in their approaches to their studies”; therefore, the words that fit the 
blanks must be opposite in meaning. The terms “inattentive” and “irresponsible” do not fit the 
blanks because they are not opposites; in fact, the terms are similar in meaning. Someone who 
does not pay attention might have a similar or the same approach to studying as someone who 
lacks a sense of obligation. 
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. “Committed” means showing dedication or a sense of obligation. To be 
“dedicated” is to be devoted to a particular purpose. The first part of the sentence tells us that 
“The two friends could not have been more different in their approaches to their studies”; 
therefore, the words that fit the blanks must be opposite in meaning. The terms “committed” and 
“dedicated” do not fit the blanks because they are not opposites; in fact, the terms are synonyms. 
Indeed, someone who is very dedicated to her studies probably would have the same approach 
to studying as someone who is devoted to her studies.
 
Critical Reading Question 4 
 
Choice (C) is correct. To “exhibit” something is to present or show it. In this context, to 
“reproduce” something is to make a copy or image of it. Museums typically present or show 
things, so it makes sense to say that many museums “exhibit original Chinese antiquities.” 
Further, it is common for museums to produce copies or images of famous objects or works of art 
for museum visitors to purchase; therefore, it also makes sense to say that museums “reproduce 
the most popular objects to sell as souvenirs.” The sentence indicates that many museums not 
only present original works for viewing but also sell copies of those works in gift shops. 
 
Choice (A) is incorrect. To “favor” something is to show a liking or a preference for it. To “discard” 
something is to get rid of it. Museums typically present or show things; it might make sense to say 
that many museums “favor original Chinese antiquities,” or prefer original Chinese antiquities over 
other things. However, it does not make sense to suggest that museums “also discard the most 
popular objects to sell as souvenirs in their museum shops.” It is illogical to suggest that 
museums would want to get rid of their most popular objects; further, it is very unlikely that 
museums would sell original objects as mere souvenirs in gift shops. 
 
Choice (B) is incorrect. In this context, to “collect” is to gather an accumulation of objects. To 
“restrict” something is to restrain or limit it. Museums typically present or show things, so it makes 
sense to say that many museums “collect original Chinese antiquities” to display. However, it 
does not make sense to suggest that museums “also restrict the most popular objects to sell as 
souvenirs in their museum shops.” It is not clear how museums would restrain or limit objects in 
order to sell them.  
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Choice (D) is incorrect. To “protect” something is to guard it from damage or harm. To “label” 
something is to put a name or title to it. Museums typically present or show things, and also 
preserve them; therefore, it might make sense to say that many museums “protect original 
Chinese antiquities.” However, it does not make sense to suggest that museums “also label the 
most popular objects to sell as souvenirs in their museum shops.” It is very unlikely that museums 
would label and sell original objects as mere souvenirs in gift shops. 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. In this context, to “study” something is to consider or examine it closely or 
in detail. To “hoard” something is to save it and store it away. It might make sense to say that 
many museums “study original Chinese antiquities”; however, museums would be more likely to 
present or show these antiquities than to simply examine them. Further, it does not make sense 
to suggest that museums “also hoard the most popular objects to sell as souvenirs in their 
museum shops.” It is very unlikely that museums would sell original objects as mere souvenirs in 
gift shops, and it is not clear how a museum could both hoard and sell certain objects.
 
Critical Reading Question 5 
 
Choice (A) is correct. “Flamboyant” means showy in color or appearance. The structure of the 
sentence indicates that the word that fits the blank will refer to the “intense colors” of venomous 
fish. Fish that are showy in color almost certainly would have very bright or vibrant colors, so the 
term “flamboyant” fits the blank. 
 
Choice (B) is incorrect. “Clumsy” means ungraceful in movement or shape. The structure of the 
sentence indicates that the word that fits the blank will refer to the “intense colors,” or bright or 
vibrant colors, of venomous fish. The term “clumsy” does not fit the blank because there is no 
logical connection between being ungraceful in movement or shape and having bright or vibrant 
colors.  
 
Choice (C) is incorrect. “Tranquil” means calm and undisturbed. The structure of the sentence 
indicates that the word that fits the blank will refer to the “intense colors” of venomous fish. The 
term “tranquil” does not fit the blank because there is no logical connection between being calm 
and undisturbed and having bright or vibrant colors. 
  
Choice (D) is incorrect. “Elephantine” means very large or clumsy. The structure of the sentence 
indicates that the word that fits the blank will refer to the “intense colors” of venomous fish. The 
term “elephantine” does not fit the blank because there is no logical connection between being 
very large or clumsy and having bright or vibrant colors; further, the sentence makes no mention 
of size. 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. “Diminutive” means small. The structure of the sentence indicates that the 
word that fits the blank will refer to the “intense colors” of venomous fish. The term “diminutive” 
does not fit the blank because there is no logical connection between being small and having 
bright or vibrant colors; further, the sentence makes no mention of size. 
 
Critical Reading Question 6 
 
Choice (D) is correct. “Unfettered” means free or unrestrained. The structure of the sentence 
indicates a connection between the resources public libraries provide and the way public libraries 
“might be considered.” It makes sense to say that because they provide “resources that foster 
unfettered thought,” or resources that encourage free or unrestrained thinking, public libraries can 
be seen as “a stimulus to free and open inquiry,” or something that incites free and open thought 
and investigation. 
 
Choice (A) is incorrect. “Prosaic” means unimaginative or ordinary. The structure of the sentence 
indicates a connection between the resources public libraries provide and the way public libraries 
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“might be considered.” There is no reason to suggest that public libraries would be seen as “a 
stimulus to free and open inquiry,” or something that incites free and open thought and 
investigation, as a result of providing “resources that foster prosaic thought,” or resources that 
encourage dull or unimaginative thought. Dull or unimaginative thought is not consistent with free 
and open inquiry. 
 
Choice (B) is incorrect. “Judicious” means having sound judgment or showing good sense. The 
structure of the sentence indicates a connection between the resources public libraries provide 
and the way public libraries “might be considered.” Public libraries would not necessarily be seen 
as “a stimulus to free and open inquiry,” or something that incites free and open thought and 
investigation, as a result of providing “resources that foster judicious thought.” Careful, judicious 
thought may be admirable, but it is not necessarily free and open, or completely unrestrained; 
indeed, completely unrestrained thought might not always reflect sound judgment. 
  
Choice (C) is incorrect. In this context, “gratuitous” means done without good reason. The 
structure of the sentence indicates a connection between the resources public libraries provide 
and the way public libraries “might be considered.” There is no reason to suggest that public 
libraries would be seen as “a stimulus to free and open inquiry,” or something that incites free and 
open thought and investigation, as a result of providing “resources that foster gratuitous thought.” 
Free and open inquiry does imply far-ranging thought, but it does not necessarily involve thought 
that is undertaken without good reason. 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. “Emphatic” means expressing oneself with or showing vigor. The structure 
of the sentence indicates a connection between the resources public libraries provide and the 
way public libraries “might be considered.” Public libraries would not necessarily be seen as “a 
stimulus to free and open inquiry,” or something that incites free and open thought and 
investigation, as a result of providing “resources that foster emphatic thought.” Thought 
expressed with vigor may be admirable, but it is not necessarily free and open; vigorous thought 
could remain within certain limits or boundaries. 
 
Critical Reading Question 7 
 
Choice (D) is correct. To be “misanthropic” is to dislike and distrust other people, even to have 
contempt for others. The structure of the sentence indicates that the information after the colon 
explains or elaborates on the first part of the sentence. The term “misanthropic” fits the blank 
perfectly because it describes someone who dislikes and distrusts humankind. Because Machiko 
“disliked and distrusted most people,” she certainly could be described as misanthropic. 
 
Choice (A) is incorrect. To be “obsequious” is to be excessively or sickeningly respectful. The 
structure of the sentence indicates that the information after the colon explains or elaborates on 
the first part of the sentence. The term “obsequious” does not fit the blank because there is no 
logical connection between being excessively respectful and disliking and distrusting other 
people. In fact, someone who “disliked and distrusted most people” might not show any respect 
for others.  
 
Choice (B) is incorrect. To be “recalcitrant” is to be disobedient or resistant to authority. The 
structure of the sentence indicates that the information after the colon explains or elaborates on 
the first part of the sentence. The term “recalcitrant” does not fit the blank because there is not 
necessarily a connection between being disobedient and disliking and distrusting other people. 
Machiko could have “disliked and distrusted most people” while still obeying authority. 
  
Choice (C) is incorrect. To be “ambivalent” is to have simultaneous and contradictory feelings. 
The structure of the sentence indicates that the information after the colon explains or elaborates 
on the first part of the sentence. The term “ambivalent” does not fit the blank because Machiko 
seems to have had definite feelings that did not contradict one another; there is nothing 
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contradictory about both disliking and distrusting other people. The fact that “she disliked and 
distrusted most people” does not explain the idea that Machiko “was definitely ambivalent.” 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. To be “sanguine” is to be hopeful or optimistic. The structure of the 
sentence indicates that the information after the colon explains or elaborates on the first part of 
the sentence. The term “sanguine” does not fit the blank because there is no logical connection 
between being hopeful or optimistic and disliking and distrusting other people. In fact, someone 
who “disliked and distrusted most people” might not be particularly sanguine in nature. 
 
Critical Reading Question 8 
 
Choice (C) is correct. “Ruses” are deceptions or tricks. “Artifice” is trickery intended to deceive 
someone. The sentence indicates that “James Reavis was an opportunist” who had “an arsenal 
of schemes,” or a repertoire of crafty or tricky plans; in other words, Reavis was a deceptive 
person who had many ways to trick others. The structure of the sentence and the phrase “even 
he” suggest that the missing terms will be related to Reavis‟s ability to trick others; the terms 
“ruses” and “artifice” are both related to deception. It makes sense to say that even Reavis “ran 
out of ruses when his artifice regarding the fictional Peralata land grant was exposed.” In other 
words, even though Reavis had a repertoire of schemes, he ran out of tricks when a major 
deception—a fabricated land grant—became known.  
 
Choice (A) is incorrect. “Remedies” are cures. “Clemency” is forgiveness or mercy. The sentence 
indicates that “James Reavis was an opportunist” who had “an arsenal of schemes,” or a 
repertoire of crafty or tricky plans; in other words, Reavis was a deceptive person who had many 
ways to trick others. The structure of the sentence and the phrase “even he” suggest that the 
missing terms will be related to Reavis‟s ability to trick others, but the terms “remedies” and 
“clemency” are not related to deception. It does not make much sense to say that even someone 
with many ways to trick people ran out of cures when his mercy regarding a fabricated land grant 
became known. Indeed, deceptive opportunists are not usually associated with clemency. 
 
Choice (B) is incorrect. “Gambits” are calculated moves or strategies. “Bellicosity” is an inclination 
to start quarrels or wars. The sentence indicates that “James Reavis was an opportunist” who 
had “an arsenal of schemes,” or a repertoire of crafty or tricky plans; in other words, Reavis was a 
deceptive person who had many ways to trick others. The structure of the sentence and the 
phrase “even he” suggest that the missing terms will be related to Reavis‟s ability to trick others. 
The term “gambits” certainly relates to deception, but the term “bellicosity” does not. It does not 
make much sense to say that even someone with many ways to trick people ran out of strategies 
as a result of his quarrelsomeness regarding a fabricated land grant becoming known. Further, a 
bellicose person might be straightforward rather than deceptive in his behavior. 
  
Choice (D) is incorrect. “Mishaps” are unlucky accidents. “Culpability” refers to the quality of 
deserving blame. The sentence indicates that “James Reavis was an opportunist” who had “an 
arsenal of schemes,” or a repertoire of crafty or tricky plans; in other words, Reavis was a 
deceptive person who had many ways to trick others. The structure of the sentence and the 
phrase “even he” suggest that the missing terms will be related to Reavis‟s ability to trick others. 
The term “culpability” might relate to deception, but the term “mishaps” does not; indeed, Reavis‟s 
schemes would be planned tricks, not accidents. It makes sense to suggest that Reavis‟s 
culpability regarding a fabricated land grant could have become known, but it does not make 
much sense to say that Reavis “ran out of mishaps” as a result. 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. “Foibles” are minor flaws or shortcomings in character or behavior. 
“Sycophancy” is the practice of trying to win people over by flattering them. The sentence 
indicates that “James Reavis was an opportunist” who had “an arsenal of schemes,” or a 
repertoire of crafty or tricky plans; in other words, Reavis was a deceptive person who had many 
ways to trick others. The structure of the sentence and the phrase “even he” suggest that the 
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missing terms will be related to Reavis‟s ability to trick others, but the terms “foibles” and 
“sycophancy” are not related to deception. It does not make much sense to say that even 
someone with many ways to trick people ran out of flaws when his self-serving flattery regarding 
a fabricated land grant became known. Further, one would not usually speak of running out of 
foibles, as this implies a desire to continue having flaws. 
 
Critical Reading Question 9 
  
Choice (C) is correct. In lines 16-18, when speaking of the “revolt . . . against sprawl,” the author 
of Passage 2 states that “Highbrow critics loudly castigated the landscape created by „vulgar 
masses‟ in cookie-cutter postwar American suburbs.” It is clear that the author of Passage 2 does 
not agree with these critics; in fact, the whole of Passage 2 is a refutation of these critics‟ and 
their modern counterparts‟ views. In context, it is clear that the author of Passage 2 is using 
quotation marks to distance himself or herself from the view of the creators of the postwar 
landscape as “vulgar masses.” 
 
Choice (A) is incorrect. In lines 16-18, when speaking of the “revolt . . . against sprawl,” the author 
of Passage 2 states that “Highbrow critics loudly castigated the landscape created by „vulgar 
masses‟ in cookie-cutter postwar American suburbs.” It is clear that the author of Passage 2 does 
not agree with these critics; in fact, the whole of Passage 2 is a refutation of these critics‟ and 
their modern counterparts‟ views. The phrase “vulgar masses” is clearly not spoken dialogue; 
Passage 2 does not present a situation in which people are speaking to one another. In context, it 
is clear that the author of Passage 2 is using quotation marks in line 17 to distance himself or 
herself from a viewpoint with which he or she does not agree, not to report spoken dialogue.  
  
Choice (B) is incorrect. In lines 16-18, when speaking of the “revolt . . . against sprawl,” the author 
of Passage 2 states that “Highbrow critics loudly castigated the landscape created by „vulgar 
masses‟ in cookie-cutter postwar American suburbs.” It is clear that the author of Passage 2 does 
not agree with these critics; in fact, the whole of Passage 2 is a refutation of these critics‟ and 
their modern counterparts‟ views. The phrase “vulgar masses” is not specialized terminology; it is 
not jargon and it is not language one needs special, inside knowledge to understand. In context, it 
is clear that the author of Passage 2 is using quotation marks in line 17 to distance himself or 
herself from a viewpoint with which he or she does not agree, not to introduce specialized 
terminology. 
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. In lines 16-18, when speaking of the “revolt . . . against sprawl,” the 
author of Passage 2 states that “Highbrow critics loudly castigated the landscape created by 
„vulgar masses‟ in cookie-cutter postwar American suburbs.” It is clear that the author of Passage 
2 does not agree with these critics; in fact, the whole of Passage 2 is a refutation of these critics‟ 
and their modern counterparts‟ views. The phrase “vulgar masses” is a familiar one, but there is 
no indication that it is being given a new meaning; the critics seem to have used it the way it has 
always been used. In context, it is clear that the author of Passage 2 is using quotation marks in 
line 17 to distance himself or herself from a viewpoint with which he or she does not agree, not to 
identify a familiar phrase being given new meaning. 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. In lines 16-18, when speaking of the “revolt . . . against sprawl,” the author 
of Passage 2 states that “Highbrow critics loudly castigated the landscape created by „vulgar 
masses‟ in cookie-cutter postwar American suburbs.” It is clear that the author of Passage 2 does 
not agree with these critics; in fact, the whole of Passage 2 is a refutation of these critics‟ and 
their modern counterparts‟ views. The author is not identifying a unique phenomenon; there is no 
indication that the idea of “vulgar masses” is new or unique. In context, it is clear that the author 
of Passage 2 is using quotation marks in line 17 to distance himself or herself from a viewpoint 
with which he or she does not agree, not to indicate that a phenomenon is unique. 
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Critical Reading Question 10 
  
Choice (A) is correct. The author of Passage 1 clearly has a negative attitude toward sprawl, 
criticizing “cookie-cutter clutter,” “congested” roads, and “endless subdivisions and copycat 
houses.” He or she says the homes in such areas are “oblivious to any real sense of place.” The 
author of Passage 2, however, is much more sympathetic to sprawl, explaining that someday 
“subdivisions will . . . be candidates for historic landmark designation” and suggesting that sprawl 
“will become the accepted norm of the next [generation], and the cherished heritage of the one 
after that.” The author of Passage 1 is more critical of sprawl than is the author of Passage 2.
 
Choice (B) is incorrect. To be “resigned” is to accept something as inevitable. The author of 
Passage 1 clearly has a negative attitude toward sprawl, criticizing “cookie-cutter clutter,” 
“congested” roads, and “endless subdivisions and copycat houses.” He or she says the homes in 
such areas are “oblivious to any real sense of place.” Clearly, this author is not at all resigned; on 
the contrary, he or she is very much opposed to sprawl. If anything, it is the author of Passage 2 
who seems to be accepting of sprawl; he or she suggests that sprawl “will become the accepted 
norm of the next [generation], and the cherished heritage of the one after that.” 
  
Choice (C) is incorrect. To be “detached” is separate or disconnected, or impartial. The author of 
Passage 1 criticizes sprawl, citing “cookie-cutter clutter,” “congested” roads, and “endless 
subdivisions and copycat houses.” He or she says the homes in such areas are “oblivious to any 
real sense of place.” This author is not at all detached or impartial; indeed, it is clear that he or 
she has negative feelings about sprawl. The author of Passage 1 is not more detached than is 
the author of Passage 2.  
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. To be “complacent” is to be unconcerned and satisfied. The author of 
Passage 1 criticizes sprawl, citing “cookie-cutter clutter,” “congested” roads, and “endless 
subdivisions and copycat houses.” He or she says the homes in such areas are “oblivious to any 
real sense of place.” This author is not unconcerned and satisfied; on the contrary, he or she is 
concerned about and opposed to sprawl. If anything, it is the author of Passage 2 who seems to 
be unconcerned; he or she suggests that sprawl “will become the accepted norm of the next 
[generation], and the cherished heritage of the one after that.” 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. The author of Passage 1 clearly has a negative attitude toward sprawl, 
criticizing “cookie-cutter clutter,” “congested” roads, “endless subdivisions and copycat houses.” 
He or she says the homes in such areas are “oblivious to any real sense of place.” This author 
certainly does not have a playful attitude towards sprawl; on the contrary, he or she has strong 
negative feelings toward it, and is not playful or humorous at all. Likewise, the author of Passage 
2 is not playful; he or she treats sprawl seriously, suggesting that it “will become the accepted 
norm of the next [generation], and the cherished heritage of the one after that.” Neither author 
has a playful attitude; certainly, the author of Passage 1 is not more playful than is the author of 
Passage 2. 
 
Critical Reading Question 11 
  
Choice (B) is correct. The author of Passage 1 is critical of “settlements . . . that have evolved 
since the late 1930s,” asserting that suburban sprawl is “barren,” “lifeless,” and “disconnected.” 
He or she bemoans the lack of “any real sense of place.” The author of Passage 2, on the other 
hand, rejects “The current revolt . . . against sprawl,” arguing that the “cookie-cutter” suburbs of 
postwar America were castigated in their time, but have since become “trendy.” This author 
predicts that this same process will occur with today‟s suburban sprawl. His or her use of 
quotation marks around the phrase “sensitive minority” (when referring to people who abhor 
sprawl) is clearly a distancing device, separating the author of Passage 2 from people who share 
the view held by the author of Passage 1. The author of Passage 2 likely would consider the 
views expressed in Passage 1 elitist, or snobby; he or she describes critics of sprawl as 
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“Highbrow,” or having pretensions of superior learning or culture. He or she would probably also 
describe such views as shortsighted, as they are unable to foresee modern sprawl becoming 
fashionable and even “cherished” in the future. 
 
Choice (A) is incorrect. The author of Passage 1 is critical of “settlements . . . that have evolved 
since the late 1930s,” asserting that suburban sprawl is “barren,” “lifeless,” and “disconnected.” 
He or she bemoans the lack of “any real sense of place.” The author of Passage 2, on the other 
hand, rejects “The current revolt . . . against sprawl,” arguing that the “cookie-cutter” suburbs of 
postwar America were castigated in their time, but have since become “trendy.” This author 
predicts that this same process will occur with today‟s suburban sprawl, strongly suggesting that 
suburban sprawl is unavoidable and harmless. The author of Passage 2 disagrees with the views 
expressed in Passage 1, so it is very unlikely that he or she would consider them fashionable, or 
trendy, and perceptive, or insightful; both of these terms imply approval. 
  
Choice (C) is incorrect. The author of Passage 1 is critical of “settlements . . . that have evolved 
since the late 1930s,” asserting that suburban sprawl is “barren,” “lifeless,” and “disconnected.” 
He or she bemoans the lack of “any real sense of place.” The author of Passage 2, on the other 
hand, rejects “The current revolt . . . against sprawl,” arguing that the “cookie-cutter” suburbs of 
postwar America were castigated in their time, but have since become “trendy.” This author 
predicts that this same process will occur with today‟s suburban sprawl, strongly suggesting that 
suburban sprawl is unavoidable and harmless. The author of Passage 2 might consider the views 
expressed in Passage 1 somewhat arrogant, or having an attitude of superiority; he or she 
describes critics of sprawl as “Highbrow,” or having pretensions of superior learning or culture. 
However, there is no reason to believe that the author of Passage 2 would consider these views 
vindictive, or spiteful and intending to cause harm; the author of Passage 2 seems to think that 
critics of sprawl are misguided, not spiteful. 
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. The author of Passage 1 is critical of “settlements . . . that have evolved 
since the late 1930s,” asserting that suburban sprawl is “barren,” “lifeless,” and “disconnected.” 
He or she bemoans the lack of “any real sense of place.” The author of Passage 2, on the other 
hand, rejects “The current revolt . . . against sprawl,” arguing that the “cookie-cutter” suburbs of 
postwar America were castigated in their time, but have since become “trendy.” This author 
predicts that this same process will occur with today‟s suburban sprawl, strongly suggesting that 
suburban sprawl is unavoidable and harmless. The author of Passage 2 disagrees with the views 
expressed in Passage 1, but there is no reason to believe that he or she would consider them 
well-intentioned but irresponsible. The author of Passage 2 describes critics of sprawl as 
“Highbrow,” or having pretensions of superior learning or culture, and does not suggest that they 
have positive intentions; further, it is not clear how the criticism of sprawl would be immoral or 
dangerous. 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. The author of Passage 1 is critical of “settlements . . . that have evolved 
since the late 1930s,” asserting that suburban sprawl is “barren,” “lifeless,” and “disconnected.” 
He or she bemoans the lack of “any real sense of place.” The author of Passage 2, on the other 
hand, rejects “The current revolt . . . against sprawl,” arguing that the “cookie-cutter” suburbs of 
postwar America were castigated in their time, but have since become “trendy.” This author 
predicts that this same process will occur with today‟s suburban sprawl, strongly suggesting that 
suburban sprawl is unavoidable and harmless. The author of Passage 2 clearly disagrees with 
the views expressed in Passage 1, so it is very unlikely that he or she would consider them 
understandable. Further, there is no reason to believe that the author of Passage 2 would 
consider the views in Passage 1 boorish; he or she does not suggest that critics of sprawl are 
crude and insensitive. 
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Critical Reading Question 12 
  
Choice (E) is correct. In this context, “homogenous” means of uniform structure or composition 
throughout. Both passages describe sprawling housing development as homogenous. The author 
of Passage 1 speaks of “cookie-cutter clutter” and “endless subdivisions and copycat houses,” 
while the author of Passage 2 refers to the same kind of development as “subdivisions of look-
alike stucco boxes.” 
 
Choice (A) is incorrect. Neither passage describes sprawling development as outdated, or no 
longer current; indeed, both passages discuss both past and current housing development. 
Rather, both passages describe sprawl as homogenous. The author of Passage 1 speaks of 
“cookie-cutter clutter” and “endless subdivisions and copycat houses,” while the author of 
Passage 2 refers to the same kind of development as “subdivisions of look-alike stucco boxes.
  
Choice (B) is incorrect. Neither passage describes sprawling development as impractical, or 
unwise or not sensible; neither passage directly addresses the practicality of sprawl. Rather, both 
passages describe sprawl as homogenous. The author of Passage 1 speaks of “cookie-cutter 
clutter” and “endless subdivisions and copycat houses,” while the author of Passage 2 refers to 
the same kind of development as “subdivisions of look-alike stucco boxes.” 
 
Choice (C) is incorrect. The author of Passage 1 certainly seems to think that sprawling 
development is tasteless, or lacking good taste; he or she calls such development “copycat” and 
derides its lack of “any real sense of place.” However, Passage 2 does not describe sprawling 
housing development as tasteless. The author of Passage 2 mostly defends such development, 
predicting that in the future it will be considered historically significant. 
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. Neither passage describes sprawling development as pretentious, showy 
or pompous. The author of Passage 2 suggests that certain people are pretentious (“Highbrow 
critics”), but he or she gives no indication that sprawl itself is particularly showy. Further, the 
author of Passage 1 suggests that sprawling housing development is characterized by sameness 
(“cookie-cutter clutter,” “copycat houses”), not by showiness. 
 
Critical Reading Question 13 
  
Choice (C) is correct. The primary purpose of the passage is to discuss challenges faced by 
biographers of Emily Brontë. Throughout the passage, the author highlights three main 
challenges. The first challenge is the lack of “hard evidence” and “biographical data” concerning 
Brontë. As the author explains, “The personal documents that exist are few and far between”; 
there are only a few “diary papers,” notes, school essays, drawings, and other fragments. The 
second challenge is that the documents that do exist are “slippery and incomplete,” giving only 
brief “glimpses” of Brontë‟s “personal world”—and these glimpses are “so fleeting, so provisional, 
so compromised by what they do not tell” that readers are left “frustrated” and wanting to know 
more. The third challenge facing biographers is the fact that they must “rely on the testimonies of 
others, particularly [Emily‟s] sister Charlotte.” Charlotte “is almost the only source of biographical 
information,” but she is “a slippery authority” whose intentions are unclear; she seems to be 
“beckoning us with one hand and waving us away with the other,” and her descriptions of Emily 
“are often as obfuscating as they are revealing”—that is, they make some things clear but 
confuse or cover up other things. What‟s more, although she was not acting “maliciously,” 
Charlotte “destroyed many of the documents that might have given us a clearer picture of Emily‟s 
character and artistic development.” 
 
Choice (A) is incorrect. The author of the passage does note that Emily Brontë‟s poetry and her 
novel Wuthering Heights are “carefully honed,” and he or she describes the novel as “striking,” 
with “a complex tale within a tale.” However, while the author seems to greatly admire Brontë‟s 
talents, he or she is not focused on paying tribute to Brontë‟s unique literary genius; Brontë‟s skill 
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as a writer is mentioned but is not the main topic being discussed. Further, the author does not 
explicitly state that Brontë was a genius, nor does he or she suggest that there is no other writer 
like Brontë. The author is focused on the fact that there is little “biographical data” and only a few 
“personal documents” available to biographers of Brontë; his or her primary purpose is not to 
honor Brontë‟s talents as a writer.  
  
Choice (B) is incorrect. Although the passage discusses Emily Brontë, the author of the novel 
Wuthering Heights, the author of the passage does not offer a new interpretation of Wuthering 
Heights; the novel is mentioned several times, but the author of the passage is not analyzing it or 
suggesting a new way to understand it. Rather, the author of the passage is focused on the fact 
that there is little “biographical data” about Brontë and that only a handful of her “personal 
documents” exists. The primary purpose of the passage is to address the challenges facing 
biographers of Brontë, not to provide a new analysis of Wuthering Heights. 
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. The author of the passage does briefly touch on Emily Brontë‟s 
relationships with two of her sisters, Anne and Charlotte: he or she notes that Anne was Emily‟s 
“favorite sister” and that Charlotte had a “deep, complicated love for” Emily. However, the 
complex relationship among the Brontë sisters is not the focus of the passage; the author does 
not examine this relationship closely or go into detail. Rather, the author is focused on the fact 
that there is little “biographical data” about Emily Brontë and that only a handful of her “personal 
documents” exists. The primary purpose of the passage is to address the challenges facing 
biographers of Brontë, not to explore the relationship among the Brontës. 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. Although the author of the passage is focused on biographers of Emily 
Brontë, he or she does not discuss the accuracy of any recent Brontë biographies. The author 
indicates that there is little “hard evidence” and “biographical data” concerning Brontë, and that 
having “so little to go on,” biographers have had to become “literary sleuth[s].” However, the 
author does not suggest that some of the resulting biographies about Brontë contain mistakes, or 
that some are more accurate than are others. The primary purpose of the passage is to discuss 
the challenges involved in the task of writing a biography of Brontë, not to evaluate the accuracy 
or correctness of any completed biographies. 
 
Critical Reading Question 14 
  
Choice (A) is correct. In lines 4-9, the author lists the few existing “personal documents” written 
by Emily Brontë: “four short „diary papers‟ spaced out over a period of ten and a half years; three 
formal, unrevealing notes to her sister‟s friend Ellen Nussey; a handful of French essays written 
at school in Brussels; the odd drawing; a fragment of an account book; the occasional other 
trace.” In lines 20-26, the author indicates that of these documents, Brontë‟s short diary papers 
have been most useful to scholars studying Brontë. He or she explains that the diary papers have 
been “most [important]” in offering an “impression” of Brontë, and that they “are the only 
documents that give us anything like access into her personal world.” “As a result,” the author 
asserts, “they are like gold dust for the biographer.” In other words, Brontë‟s diary papers are very 
valuable and useful to biographers because they offer a glimpse of Brontë‟s “personal world” and 
private thoughts.   
 
Choice (B) is incorrect. In lines 4-9, the author lists the few existing “personal documents” written 
by Emily Brontë: “four short „diary papers‟ spaced out over a period of ten and a half years; three 
formal, unrevealing notes to her sister‟s friend Ellen Nussey; a handful of French essays written 
at school in Brussels; the odd drawing; a fragment of an account book; the occasional other 
trace.” Personal notes certainly might reveal things about their author, but the author of the 
passage does not indicate that the notes to Ellen Nussey have been most useful to scholars 
studying Brontë. Rather, in lines 20-26, he or she indicates that the diary papers have been “most 
[important]” and “are like gold dust for the biographer” because they “are the only documents that 
give us anything like access into [Brontë‟s] personal world.”  
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Choice (C) is incorrect. In lines 4-9, the author lists the few existing “personal documents” written 
by Emily Brontë: “four short „diary papers‟ spaced out over a period of ten and a half years; three 
formal, unrevealing notes to her sister‟s friend Ellen Nussey; a handful of French essays written 
at school in Brussels; the odd drawing; a fragment of an account book; the occasional other 
trace.” It is possible that school essays might reveal something about their author, but the author 
of the passage does not indicate that the handful of French essays have been most useful to 
scholars studying Brontë. Rather, in lines 20-26, he or she indicates that the diary papers have 
been “most [important]” and “are like gold dust for the biographer” because they “are the only 
documents that give us anything like access into [Brontë‟s] personal world.”
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. In lines 4-9, the author lists the few existing “personal documents” written 
by Emily Brontë: “four short „diary papers‟ spaced out over a period of ten and a half years; three 
formal, unrevealing notes to her sister‟s friend Ellen Nussey; a handful of French essays written 
at school in Brussels; the odd drawing; a fragment of an account book; the occasional other 
trace.” The author does not indicate that the very few drawings done by Brontë have been most 
useful to scholars. Rather, in lines 20-26, he or she indicates that the diary papers have been 
“most [important]” and “are like gold dust for the biographer” because they “are the only 
documents that give us anything like access into [Brontë‟s] personal world.” Indeed, drawings 
might or might not reveal anything about their creator. 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. In lines 4-9, the author lists the few existing “personal documents” written 
by Emily Brontë: “four short „diary papers‟ spaced out over a period of ten and a half years; three 
formal, unrevealing notes to her sister‟s friend Ellen Nussey; a handful of French essays written 
at school in Brussels; the odd drawing; a fragment of an account book; the occasional other 
trace.” It is possible that a person‟s account book might reveal something about that person, but 
the author of the passage does not indicate that the fragment of an account book has been most 
useful to scholars studying Brontë. Rather, in lines 20-26, he or she indicates that the diary 
papers have been “most [important]” and “are like gold dust for the biographer” because they “are 
the only documents that give us anything like access into [Brontë‟s] personal world.” 
 
Critical Reading Question 15 
  
Choice (C) is correct. In lines 4-9, the author of the passage lists Emily Brontë‟s existing 
“personal documents.” These documents include four “diary papers,” three notes, a few essays, 
“the odd drawing,” part of an “account book,” and “the occasional other trace.” In context, it is 
clear that the term “odd” means “infrequent”; the term suggests that only a few drawings exist. 
The author‟s point is that Brontë‟s “personal documents are few and far between”; by referring to 
“the odd drawing,” he or she means that Brontë‟s drawings turn up only occasionally, or 
infrequently, in the already small quantity of personal documents.  
 
Choice (A) is incorrect. In lines 4-9, the author of the passage lists Emily Brontë‟s existing 
“personal documents.” These documents include four “diary papers,” three notes, a few essays, 
“the odd drawing,” part of an “account book,” and “the occasional other trace.” In this context, the 
term “odd” does not mean “eccentric,” or deviating from what is conventional or expected. The 
author‟s point is that Brontë‟s “personal documents are few and far between,” not that one of the 
documents—a drawing—is unusual or unconventional. When the author refers to “the odd 
drawing,” he or she means that drawings done by Brontë turn up infrequently in the already small 
quantity of her personal documents. The author gives no indication that Brontë created eccentric 
drawings.  
  
Choice (B) is incorrect. In lines 4-9, the author of the passage lists Emily Brontë‟s existing 
“personal documents.” These documents include four “diary papers,” three notes, a few essays, 
“the odd drawing,” part of an “account book,” and “the occasional other trace.” In this context, the 
term “odd” does not mean “unequal.” The author‟s point is that Brontë‟s “personal documents are 
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few and far between,” not that one of the documents—a drawing—is in some way worth less than 
the others, or unequal to them. When the author refers to “the odd drawing,” he or she means 
that drawings done by Brontë turn up infrequently in the already small quantity of her personal 
documents. The author does not indicate that the diary papers, notes, essays, accounting entries, 
and other small documents all are worth more than a drawing.
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. In lines 4-9, the author of the passage lists Emily Brontë‟s existing 
“personal documents.” These documents include four “diary papers,” three notes, a few essays, 
“the odd drawing,” part of an “account book,” and “the occasional other trace.” In this context, the 
term “odd” does not mean “uneven.” The author‟s point is that Brontë‟s “personal documents are 
few and far between,” not that one of the documents—a drawing—is irregular or of inconsistent 
quality. When the author refers to “the odd drawing,” he or she means that drawings done by 
Brontë turn up infrequently in the already small quantity of her personal documents. The author 
gives no indication that Brontë created irregular drawings. 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. In lines 4-9, the author of the passage lists Emily Brontë‟s existing 
“personal documents.” These documents include four “diary papers,” three notes, a few essays, 
“the odd drawing,” part of an “account book,” and “the occasional other trace.” In this context, the 
term “odd” does not mean “dissimilar.” Although a drawing is different from a diary entry or other 
written pieces, the author‟s point is that Brontë‟s “personal documents are few and far between,” 
not that one of the documents—a drawing—is not similar to the others. When the author refers to 
“the odd drawing,” he or she means that drawings done by Brontë turn up infrequently in the 
already small quantity of her personal documents. The author does not indicate that the diary 
papers, notes, essays, accounting entries, and other small documents are similar to one another, 
while a drawing is different. 
 
Critical Reading Question 16 
  
Choice (E) is correct. After explaining that only a small number of Emily Brontë‟s “personal 
documents” exist, the author of the passage states in lines 10-11 that “With so little to go on, 
Emily‟s biographers have had serious literary sleuthing to do.” In context, it is clear that “serious” 
means “considerable,” or large in extent or degree. The author‟s point is that, because there are 
so few documents written by Brontë, biographers interested in Brontë must do a large amount of 
“sleuthing,” or investigating, in order to discover more “hard evidence” concerning her. In other 
words, Brontë‟s biographers must do a great deal of detective work. 
 
Choice (A) is incorrect. After explaining that only a small number of Emily Brontë‟s “personal 
documents” exist, the author of the passage states in lines 10-11 that “With so little to go on, 
Emily‟s biographers have had serious literary sleuthing to do.” In this context, the term “serious” 
does not mean “dangerous.” There is no indication that Brontë‟s biographers have been in any 
danger while “sleuthing”—that is, while investigating in order to discover “hard evidence” 
concerning Brontë. The author simply is indicating that Brontë‟s biographers have had to engage 
in a considerable amount of investigation. 
  
Choice (B) is incorrect. After explaining that only a small number of Emily Brontë‟s “personal 
documents” exist, the author of the passage states in lines 10-11 that “With so little to go on, 
Emily‟s biographers have had serious literary sleuthing to do.” In this context, the term “serious” 
does not mean “humorless.” The author is not indicating that Brontë‟s biographers‟ “sleuthing,” or 
investigation, has been completely without humor or amusement; there is no mention of humor or 
a lack of humor. Rather, the author is indicating that Brontë‟s biographers have had to engage in 
a considerable amount of investigation.
 
Choice (C) is incorrect. After explaining that only a small number of Emily Brontë‟s “personal 
documents” exist, the author of the passage states in lines 10-11 that “With so little to go on, 
Emily‟s biographers have had serious literary sleuthing to do.” In this context, the term “serious” 
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does not mean “overwhelming.” Although the author is indicating that Brontë‟s biographers have 
had to engage in a considerable amount of investigation in order to discover “hard evidence” 
concerning Brontë, he or she does not indicate that they have been overwhelmed, or completely 
overcome or overpowered, by their investigations.  
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. After explaining that only a small number of Emily Brontë‟s “personal 
documents” exist, the author of the passage states in lines 10-11 that “With so little to go on, 
Emily‟s biographers have had serious literary sleuthing to do.” In this context, the term “serious” 
does not mean “pensive,” or musingly thoughtful. Brontë‟s biographers likely are thoughtful as 
they seek “hard evidence” concerning Brontë, but the author‟s point is that these biographers 
have had to engage in a considerable amount of “sleuthing,” or investigation, not that their 
investigations have been pensive. 
 
Critical Reading Question 17 
  
Choice (A) is correct. In lines 12-16, the author of the passage explains that “Ever since it was 
revealed that the author of a work as striking as Wuthering Heights was the retiring daughter of a 
provincial parson, readers have regarded this fact as some sort of unnatural aberration.” In other 
words, readers find Emily Brontë‟s background surprising given her literary genius; they find it 
astonishing that the “retiring,” or shy, daughter of a small-town clergyman could have written a 

work as “striking,” or remarkable and outstanding, as Wuthering Heights. 
 
Choice (B) is incorrect. In lines 12-16, the author of the passage explains that “Ever since it was 
revealed that the author of a work as striking as Wuthering Heights was the retiring daughter of a 
provincial parson, readers have regarded this fact as some sort of unnatural aberration.” In other 
words, readers find it very surprising that the shy daughter of a small-town clergyman could have 
written a work as “striking,” or remarkable and outstanding, as Wuthering Heights. Although the 
author indicates that readers find Emily Brontë‟s background unusual given her literary genius, he 
or she does not present them as not believing that Brontë actually wrote Wuthering Heights. The 
readers are surprised, not disbelieving. 
  
Choice (C) is incorrect. In lines 12-16, the author of the passage explains that “Ever since it was 
revealed that the author of a work as striking as Wuthering Heights was the retiring daughter of a 
provincial parson, readers have regarded this fact as some sort of unnatural aberration.” Rather 
than indicating that readers believe Emily Brontë‟s upbringing explains many aspects of her work, 
the author presents readers as finding Brontë‟s background surprising given her literary genius. 
The author indicates that readers find it astonishing that the shy daughter of a small-town 
clergyman could have written a work as “striking,” or remarkable and outstanding, as Wuthering 
Heights. 
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. In lines 12-16, the author of the passage explains that “Ever since it was 
revealed that the author of a work as striking as Wuthering Heights was the retiring daughter of a 
provincial parson, readers have regarded this fact as some sort of unnatural aberration.” In other 
words, readers find it very surprising that the shy daughter of a small-town clergyman could have 
written a work as “striking,” or remarkable and outstanding, as Wuthering Heights. Although the 
author indicates that readers find Emily Brontë‟s background unusual given her literary genius, he 
or she does not present them as thinking that any biographical claims about Brontë might be a 
hoax. There is no indication that readers do not believe that Brontë was the daughter of a parson 
or that she wrote Wuthering Heights. 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. In lines 12-16, the author of the passage explains that “Ever since it was 
revealed that the author of a work as striking as Wuthering Heights was the retiring daughter of a 
provincial parson, readers have regarded this fact as some sort of unnatural aberration.” In other 
words, readers find it very surprising that the shy daughter of a small-town clergyman could have 
written a work as “striking,” or remarkable and outstanding, as Wuthering Heights. Although the 
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author indicates that readers find Emily Brontë‟s background unusual given her literary genius, he 
or she does not present them as suspecting that Brontë concealed details about her background. 
There is no indication that Brontë tried to hide the fact that she was the daughter of a parson, or 
that she tried to conceal anything else. 
 
Critical Reading Question 18 
  
Choice (D) is correct. In lines 25-26, the author states that Emily Brontë‟s diary papers “are like 
gold dust for the biographer.” This statement employs “simile,” or a figure of speech comparing 
two unlike things—in this case, diary papers and gold dust. In lines 26-30, the author continues to 
discuss these diary papers, focusing on “what they do not tell us” and on the idea that they can 
“invite us into Emily‟s private space” but also “warn us about” certain “dangers.” These lines 
employ “personification,” or the attribution of human characteristics to something nonhuman; 
written documents cannot literally tell people things or issue invitations and warnings. At no point 
in the third paragraph does the author make use of “understatement,” or the deliberate 
presentation of something as less than it really is. 
 
Choice (A) is incorrect. The third paragraph does make use of “simile,” or a figure of speech 
comparing two unlike things. In lines 25-26, the author states that Emily Brontë‟s diary papers 
“are like gold dust for the biographer”; he or she is comparing diary papers to gold dust. However, 
the author also employs “personification,” or the attribution of human characteristics to something 
nonhuman. In lines 26-30, when continuing to discuss the diary papers, the author focuses on 
“what they do not tell us” and on the idea that they can “invite us into Emily‟s private space” but 
also “warn us about” certain “dangers.”    
  
Choice (B) is incorrect. At no point in the third paragraph does the author make use of 
“understatement,” or the deliberate presentation of something as less than it really is. There is no 
indication that the author is using restraint when describing Emily Brontë‟s documents and 
explaining what they offer to biographers. Further, the author does employ “simile,” or a figure of 
speech comparing two unlike things, when he or she states that Brontë‟s diary papers “are like 
gold dust for the biographer,” and he or she makes use of “personification,” or the attribution of 
human characteristics to something nonhuman, when focusing on “what [the diary papers] do not 
tell us” and on the idea that the papers can “invite us into Emily‟s private space” but also “warn us 
about” certain dangers.” 
 
Choice (C) is incorrect. The third paragraph does make use of “simile,” or a figure of speech 
comparing two unlike things. In lines 25-26, the author states that Emily Brontë‟s diary papers 
“are like gold dust for the biographer”; he or she is comparing diary papers to gold dust. However, 
at no point in the third paragraph does the author make use of “understatement,” or the deliberate 
presentation of something as less than it really is. There is no indication that the author is using 
restraint when describing Emily Brontë‟s documents and explaining what they offer to 
biographers. Further, the author does employ “personification,” or the attribution of human 
characteristics to something nonhuman. In lines 26-30, when continuing to discuss the diary 
papers, the author focuses on “what they do not tell us” and on the idea that they can “invite us 
into Emily‟s private space” but also “warn us about” certain “dangers.” 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. The third paragraph does make use of “personification,” or the attribution 
of human characteristics to something nonhuman. In lines 26-30, when discussing Emily Brontë‟s 
diary papers, the author focuses on “what [the papers] do not tell us” and on the idea that the 
papers can “invite us into Emily‟s private space” but also “warn us about” certain “dangers.” 
However, at no point in the third paragraph does the author make use of “understatement,” or the 
deliberate presentation of something as less than it really is. There is no indication that the author 
is using restraint when describing Emily Brontë‟s documents and explaining what they offer to 
biographers. Further, the author does employ “simile,” or a figure of speech comparing two unlike 
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things, when he or she states in lines 25-26 that Brontë‟s diary papers “are like gold dust for the 
biographer.” 
 
Critical Reading Question 19 
  
Choice (A) is correct. The “access” mentioned in line 24 is the “access into [Emily Brontë‟s] 
private world”—in other words, access to a person‟s private thoughts and feelings. A writer‟s 
private journals would best permit this kind of access because it likely would contain the writer‟s 
private musings. Indeed, the author of the passage indicates that Brontë‟s “diary papers” are the 
documents that “give us anything like access” to Brontë‟s private world, and a diary is nearly the 
same thing as a journal. 
 
Choice (B) is incorrect. The “access” mentioned in line 24 is the “access into [Emily Brontë‟s] 
private world” afforded by her “diary papers”—in other words, access to Brontë‟s private thoughts 
and feelings through her private, personal documents. A writer‟s published novels probably would 
not permit this kind of access; a published novel is intended for the public and may or may not 
include the writer‟s private musings. Private journals would be much more likely to give readers 
access to the writer‟s private world.  
  
Choice (C) is incorrect. The “access” mentioned in line 24 is the “access into [Emily Brontë‟s] 
private world” afforded by her “diary papers”—in other words, access to Brontë‟s private thoughts 
and feelings through her private, personal documents. A scholarly biography almost certainly 
would not permit this kind of access; a scholarly biography would focus more on factual details 
and less on the private musings of its subject. A writer‟s private journals would be much more 
likely to give readers access to the writer‟s private world.
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. The “access” mentioned in line 24 is the “access into [Emily Brontë‟s] 
private world” afforded by her “diary papers”—in other words, access to Brontë‟s private thoughts 
and feelings through her private, personal documents. A description written by a contemporary 
probably would not permit this kind of access. A contemporary might not be aware of a writer‟s 
private musings.  The writer‟s own private journals would be much more likely to give readers 
access to the writer‟s private world. 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. The “access” mentioned in line 24 is the “access into [Emily Brontë‟s] 
private world” afforded by her “diary papers”—in other words, access to Brontë‟s private thoughts 
and feelings through her private, personal documents. A writer‟s professional correspondence 
probably would not permit this kind of access; professional communications do not usually 
include the writer‟s private musings. Private journals would be much more likely to give readers 
access to the writer‟s private world. 
 
Critical Reading Question 20 
  
Choice (C) is correct. In lines 49-50, the author states that “In poring over Emily‟s diary, we are 
like the character Lockwood in Wuthering Heights.” This sentence primarily serves to introduce 
an extended literary analogy; the author goes on to compare Emily Brontë‟s biographers to 
Lockwood, a character from Brontë‟s novel. The author explains that in the novel, Lockwood 
reads “another character‟s diary”; he is filled with “such curiosity that he is determined to discover 
the story of its author,” so “He asks another character to fill him in.” Likewise, biographers have 
read Brontë‟s diary papers and are trying “to reconstruct the story of” Brontë‟s life—they are “as 
desperate to know it as Lockwood is to know the story of the diarist [in Wuthering Heights].” 
Biographers, too, must get more information from another “character”: they must “rely on the 
testimonies of others, particularly [Emily‟s] sister Charlotte.” Throughout the fifth and sixth 
paragraphs of the passage, the author emphasizes the similarities between Brontë‟s biographers 
and a literary character. 
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Choice (A) is incorrect. In lines 49-50, the author states that “In poring over Emily‟s diary, we are 
like the character Lockwood in Wuthering Heights.” This sentence does not serve to explain an 
apparent contradiction; in fact, it makes a comparison. The author is introducing an extended 
literary analogy. Throughout the fifth and sixth paragraphs of the passage, the author explains 
why Emily Brontë‟s biographers are similar to Lockwood, a character from Brontë‟s novel. He or 
she asserts that, just like Lockwood, biographers have read someone‟s diary (Brontë‟s) and are 
“desperate to know” the story of “the diarist”; further, both Lockwood and the biographers have 
had to rely on others to “fill . . . in” the story. 
  
Choice (B) is incorrect. In lines 49-50, the author states that “In poring over Emily‟s diary, we are 
like the character Lockwood in Wuthering Heights.” This sentence does not serve to describe a 
tentative solution; although it is clear that biographers want to know more about Emily Brontë‟s 
life, the author does not indicate that the lack of “biographical data” concerning Brontë is actually 
a problem. Rather than describing a possible solution to a problem, the sentence in lines 49-50 
introduces an extended literary analogy. Throughout the fifth and sixth paragraphs of the 
passage, the author explains why Emily Brontë‟s biographers are similar to Lockwood, a 
character from Brontë‟s novel. He or she asserts that, just like Lockwood, biographers have read 
someone‟s diary (Brontë‟s) and are “desperate to know” the story of “the diarist”; further, both 
Lockwood and the biographers have had to rely on others to “fill . . . in” the story.
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. In lines 49-50, the author states that “In poring over Emily‟s diary, we are 
like the character Lockwood in Wuthering Heights.” This sentence does not serve to offer 
evidence to support a claim; indeed, the author is making a claim in these lines, not supporting a 
previous claim. The author‟s claim is that Emily Brontë‟s biographers are similar to Lockwood, a 
character from Brontë‟s novel. He or she asserts that, just like Lockwood, biographers have read 
someone‟s diary (Brontë‟s) and are “desperate to know” the story of “the diarist”; further, both 
Lockwood and the biographers have had to rely on others to “fill . . . in” the story. 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. In lines 49-50, the author states that “In poring over Emily‟s diary, we are 
like the character Lockwood in Wuthering Heights.” This sentence does not serve to present an 
opposing viewpoint. Emily Brontë‟s biographers are not compared to anyone else before these 
lines, so it is not clear what viewpoint would be contradicted by the assertion that Brontë‟s 
biographers are similar to Lockwood, a character in Brontë‟s novel. Instead, the sentence serves 
to introduce an extended literary analogy. Throughout the fifth and sixth paragraphs of the 
passage, the author explains why Emily Brontë‟s biographers are similar to Lockwood, a 
character from Brontë‟s novel. He or she asserts that, just like Lockwood, biographers have read 
someone‟s diary (Brontë‟s) and are “desperate to know” the story of “the diarist”; further, both 
Lockwood and the biographers have had to rely on others to “fill . . . in” the story. 

Critical Reading Question 21 
  
Choice (E) is correct. In the fifth paragraph, the author compares Emily Brontë‟s biographers to 
Lockwood, a character in Brontë‟s novel Wuthering Heights, and explains Lockwood‟s “function in 
the novel.” Then, in the sixth paragraph, the author elaborates on the comparison between the 
biographers and Lockwood. He or she explains that, just as Lockwood read “another character‟s 
diary” and becomes “desperate . . . to know the story of the diarist,” biographers who have read 
Brontë‟s diary papers and other documents are desperate to “reconstruct the story of Emily 
Brontë‟s life.” 
 
Choice (A) is incorrect. The fifth paragraph does present some information; we learn the 
“function” of Lockwood, a character in Emily Brontë‟s novel Wuthering Heights, and that Brontë 
used a certain technique in order to create “a complex tale within a tale.” However, this 
information is not systematically, or methodically, evaluated in the sixth paragraph. Instead of 
analyzing each piece of information presented in the fifth paragraph, the sixth paragraph 
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elaborates on one claim made at the beginning of the fifth paragraph—the claim that Brontë‟s 
biographers are similar to Lockwood. The sixth paragraph contains no evaluation of Lockwood‟s 
“function within the novel” or Brontë‟s techniques, both of which are concerns of the fifth 
paragraph.  
  
Choice (B) is incorrect. The fifth paragraph does provide some literary analysis. In that paragraph, 
the author offers an explanation of the “function” of Lockwood, a character in Emily Brontë‟s novel 
Wuthering Heights, and asserts that Emily used the “technique” of “multiple narratives” to 
“construct . . . a complex tale within a tale.” However, none of this analysis is disputed in the sixth 
paragraph; indeed, at no point does the author disagree with his or her own analysis of Lockwood 
and Wuthering Heights. Instead, the sixth paragraph serves to elaborate on the claim made at the 
beginning of the fifth paragraph—the claim that Brontë‟s biographers are similar to Lockwood. 
 
Choice (C) is incorrect. In the fifth paragraph, the author compares Emily Brontë‟s biographers to 
Lockwood, a character in Brontë‟s novel Wuthering Heights; he or she then discusses the 
“function” of Lockwood in the novel. Some of the author‟s ideas might be considered theories; 
however, nothing in the sixth paragraph undermines anything proposed in the fifth paragraph. 
Indeed, at no point does the author provide evidence to weaken his or her own ideas. Instead, the 
sixth paragraph serves to elaborate on the claim made at the beginning of the fifth paragraph—
the claim that Brontë‟s biographers are similar to Lockwood. 
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. In the fifth paragraph, the author does make a claim: he or she asserts 
that Emily Brontë‟s biographers are like Lockwood, a character in Brontë‟s novel Wuthering 
Heights. However, the sixth paragraph does not provide a personal anecdote, or a brief personal 
story, to support this claim—in fact, the sixth paragraph does not provide a personal anecdote at 
all. At no point in that paragraph does the author refer to an incident in which he or she was 
involved. 
 
Critical Reading Question 22 
  
Choice (A) is correct. In context, it is clear that the italics in line 71 are meant to emphasize a 
somewhat different sense of a previously used word—the word “between.” In the sixth paragraph, 
when addressing the importance of “rely[ing] on the testimonies of others” in order to “reconstruct 
the story of Emily Brontë‟s life,” the author states that Emily‟s sister Charlotte “famously remarked 
that an interpreter should have stood between Emily and the world.” An interpreter usually is 
someone who translates for people conversing in different languages. Charlotte‟s remark implies 
that an interpreter could relay information between Emily and the public, making it possible for 
them to communicate; he or she could present Emily‟s statements and ideas in a way that other 
people could understand. When it comes to Charlotte as an interpreter, however, the author 
asserts in lines 71-73 that “Charlotte does indeed stand between posterity and Emily, beckoning 
us with one hand and waving us away with the other.” The author is suggesting that Charlotte 
blocks our understanding of Emily; rather than interpreting so that we might understand Emily, 
she stands between us and prevents us from getting a clear picture. In line 69, the word 
“between” conveys a sense of connection and unity, but in line 71 it suggests a separation or 
division. 
 
Choice (B) is incorrect. In the sixth paragraph, when addressing the importance of “rely[ing] on 
the testimonies of others” in order to “reconstruct the story of Emily Brontë‟s life,” the author 
states that Emily‟s sister Charlotte “famously remarked that an interpreter should have stood 
between Emily and the world.” Then, in lines 71-73, the author asserts, “As interpreter, Charlotte 
does indeed stand between posterity and Emily, beckoning us with one hand and waving us away 
with the other.” The italics in line 71 do not serve to point out the deceptive nature of a previously 
stated claim; rather, they serve to emphasize a somewhat different sense of a previously used 
word—the word “between.” There is no indication that Charlotte was being deceptive or 
misleading when she stated that an interpreter should have stood between her sister and the 
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world; her statement seems to have been sincere. Rather, the author is suggesting that Charlotte 
herself stands between her sister and the world; however, instead of interpreting in order to 
connect Emily and the public and allow them to understand one another, Charlotte seems to 
separate Emily from the world, keeping them apart. 
  
Choice (C) is incorrect. After stating that Emily Brontë‟s sister Charlotte “famously remarked that 
an interpreter should have stood between Emily and the world,” the author asserts in lines 71-73 
that “As interpreter, Charlotte does indeed stand between posterity and Emily, beckoning us with 
one hand and waving us away with the other.” The italics in line 71 do not serve to stress the 
importance of an action proposed earlier in the passage; at no point does the author propose 
anything having to do with standing between one person and another person or group of people. 
Rather, the italics serve to emphasize a somewhat different sense of a previously used word—the 
word “between.” The author is suggesting that Charlotte herself stands between her sister and 
the world; however, instead of interpreting in order to connect Emily and the public and allow 
them to understand one another, Charlotte seems to separate Emily from the world, keeping 
them apart.
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. After stating that Emily Brontë‟s sister Charlotte “famously remarked that 
an interpreter should have stood between Emily and the world,” the author asserts in lines 71-73 
that “As interpreter, Charlotte does indeed stand between posterity and Emily, beckoning us with 
one hand and waving us away with the other.” The italics in line 71 do not serve to highlight a 
previously unmentioned but highly predictable behavior. Indeed, the idea of standing between 
one person and another person or group of people is introduced in lines 68-70. Further, there is 
no discussion of predictability. The author is not suggesting that one would expect Charlotte to 
stand between her sister and the world; in fact, he or she seems to find it somewhat surprising 
that, instead of interpreting in order to connect Emily and the public and allow them to understand 
one another, Charlotte seems to separate Emily from the world, keeping them apart. The italics 
serve to emphasize a somewhat different sense of a previously used word—the word “between.”
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. After stating that Emily Brontë‟s sister Charlotte “famously remarked that 
an interpreter should have stood between Emily and the world,” the author asserts in lines 71-73 
that “As interpreter, Charlotte does indeed stand between posterity and Emily, beckoning us with 
one hand and waving us away with the other.” The italics in line 71 do not serve to underscore 
the significance of a finding discussed in the preceding paragraph. Charlotte‟s remark is famous, 
so it would not be considered a finding. Further, rather than underscoring the significance of the 
word “between,” the author is emphasizing a somewhat different sense of the word. Charlotte‟s 
remark implies that an interpreter could relay information between Emily and the public and allow 
them to understand one another; however, Charlotte herself blocks others‟ understanding of 
Emily, standing between Emily and the world and preventing people from getting a clear picture 
of Emily. 
 
Critical Reading Question 23 
  
Choice (B) is correct. In lines 73-75, the author explains that because “Charlotte [Brontë] is 
almost the only source of biographical information” concerning Emily Brontë, “there is no option 
but to listen to what she says. Then, in lines 75-76, the author cautions, “But she is a slippery 
authority.” In context, it is clear that “slippery” most nearly means “unreliable.” The author is 
making the point that although Charlotte is the only source of information concerning the details 
of Emily‟s life, one cannot rely on her. As the author goes on to explain, Charlotte‟s remarks “tell 
us more about her own attitude toward her sister than about the inner workings of Emily‟s mind,” 
and they reveal “ambivalent,” or conflicting, “feelings: protectiveness tipping over into an urge to 
dominate, admiration tinged with condescension.” Because Charlotte‟s motives and feelings 
concerning her sister aren‟t always clear, she is a slippery, or unreliable, authority.    
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Choice (A) is incorrect. In lines 73-75, the author explains that because “Charlotte [Brontë] is 
almost the only source of biographical information” concerning Emily Brontë, “there is no option 
but to listen to what she says. Then, in lines 75-76, the author cautions, “But she is a slippery 
authority.” In context, the term “slippery” does not mean “malicious,” or desiring to cause harm 
The author goes on to explain that Charlotte‟s motives and feelings concerning her sister aren‟t 
always clear: her remarks “tell us more about her own attitude toward her sister than about the 
inner workings of Emily‟s mind,” and they reveal “ambivalent,” or conflicting, “feelings” of 
"protectiveness tipping over into an urge to dominate, admiration tinged with condescension.” The 
author‟s point is that Charlotte is unreliable, not that she wants to harm her sister‟s memory. 
Indeed, although the author later points out that Charlotte “destroyed many” of Emily‟s 
documents, he or she notes that Charlotte‟s actions “were not maliciously intended.” 
  
Choice (C) is incorrect. In lines 73-75, the author explains that because “Charlotte [Brontë] is 
almost the only source of biographical information” concerning Emily Brontë, “there is no option 
but to listen to what she says. Then, in lines 75-76, the author cautions, “But she is a slippery 
authority.” In context, the term “slippery” does not mean “clumsy,” or awkward and inept. The 
author is making the point that although Charlotte is the only source of information concerning the 
details of Emily‟s life, one cannot rely on her because her motives and feelings concerning her 
sister are unclear. As the author explains, Charlotte‟s remarks “tell us more about her own 
attitude toward her sister than about the inner workings of Emily‟s mind,” and they reveal 
“ambivalent,” or conflicting, “feelings” of "protectiveness tipping over into an urge to dominate, 
admiration tinged with condescension.” There is no indication that Charlotte is awkward in her 
handling of information about Emily; rather, she is unreliable.
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. In lines 73-75, the author explains that because “Charlotte [Brontë] is 
almost the only source of biographical information” concerning Emily Brontë, “there is no option 
but to listen to what she says. Then, in lines 75-76, the author cautions, “But she is a slippery 
authority.” In context, the term “slippery” does not mean “precarious,” or dangerously unstable. 
The author does indicate that Charlotte‟s motives and feelings concerning her sister are unclear, 
and such a situation might be considered unstable; however, there is no indication that Charlotte 
poses any kind of threat or that there is any danger involved in Charlotte serving as a source of 
information about Emily. The author‟s point is that although Charlotte is the only source of 
information concerning the details of Emily‟s life, one cannot rely on her because of her unclear 
and sometimes conflicting feelings; Charlotte is an unreliable authority. 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. In lines 73-75, the author explains that because “Charlotte [Brontë] is 
almost the only source of biographical information” concerning Emily Brontë, “there is no option 
but to listen to what she says. Then, in lines 75-76, the author cautions, “But she is a slippery 
authority.” In context, the term “slippery” does not mean “skillful.” Rather than indicating that 
Charlotte shows skill as an authority concerning her sister‟s life, the author is making the point 
that one cannot rely on Charlotte as a source of information because her motives and feelings are 
unclear. As the author explains, Charlotte‟s remarks “tell us more about her own attitude toward 
her sister than about the inner workings of Emily‟s mind,” and they reveal “ambivalent,” or 
conflicting, “feelings” of "protectiveness tipping over into an urge to dominate, admiration tinged 
with condescension.” The author‟s point is that Charlotte is unreliable, not that she is skillful. 
 
Critical Reading Question 24 
  
Choice (B) is correct. Throughout the passage, the author focuses on the relative “Lack of 
biographical data” concerning Emily Brontë and discusses biographers‟ desire to “reconstruct the 
story of” her life. In the last paragraph, he or she explains that “After Emily died,” her sister 
Charlotte took charge of “her sister‟s posthumous reputation.” However, Charlotte‟s “attempts to 
portray Emily are often” both confusing and revealing, and Charlotte “destroyed many of the 
documents that might have given us a clearer picture of Emily‟s character and artistic 
development.” The author adds that Charlotte‟s “actions . . . were not maliciously intended” but 
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“have had an incalculable—and sometimes damaging—effect on posterity‟s perceptions.” The 
author almost certainly would say that Charlotte‟s actions were “unfortunate,” or regrettable; not 
only did Charlotte not offer a clear picture of her sister, she also ruined documents that could 
have helped us understand Emily. However, the author would probably also say that Charlotte‟s 
actions were “understandable.” He or she explains that Charlotte‟s “actions . . . grew out of her 
deep, complicated love for her sister and the unbearable pain of bereavement when Emily died.” 
In other words, the author recognizes that Charlotte acted out of love and grief. 
 
Choice (A) is incorrect. After discussing biographers‟ desire to “reconstruct the story of” Emily 
Brontë‟s life, the author explains that “After Emily died,” her sister Charlotte took charge of “her 
sister‟s posthumous reputation.” However, Charlotte‟s “attempts to portray Emily are often” both 
confusing and revealing, and Charlotte “destroyed many of the documents that might have given 
us a clearer picture of Emily‟s character and artistic development.” The author might say that 
Charlotte‟s actions were “forgivable,” because he or she seems to understand that Charlotte was 
acting “out of her deep, complicated love for her sister and the unbearable pain of bereavement 
when Emily died”—in other words, she was acting out of love and grief. However, the author 
almost certainly would not describe Charlotte‟s actions as “malevolent,” or spiteful and mean; he 
or she explicitly states that Charlotte‟s “actions . . . were not maliciously intended.”  
  
Choice (C) is incorrect. After discussing biographers‟ desire to “reconstruct the story of” Emily 
Brontë‟s life, the author explains that “After Emily died,” her sister Charlotte took charge of “her 
sister‟s posthumous reputation.” However, Charlotte‟s “attempts to portray Emily are often” both 
confusing and revealing, and Charlotte “destroyed many of the documents that might have given 
us a clearer picture of Emily‟s character and artistic development.” It is possible that the author 
would describe Charlotte‟s actions as “well-intentioned”; he or she explains that Charlotte was 
acting “out of her deep, complicated love for her sister,” suggesting that Charlotte may have 
thought she was protecting Emily by destroying her personal documents. However, the author 
almost certainly would not say that Charlotte‟s decisions were “inconsequential,” or irrelevant or 
insignificant. The author explicitly states that Charlotte‟s actions have had consequences: they 
“have had an incalculable—and sometimes damaging—effect on posterity‟s perceptions.” In other 
words, Charlotte has had an immense and sometimes harmful impact on the way later 
generations have viewed and understood Emily.
 
Choice (D) is incorrect. After discussing biographers‟ desire to “reconstruct the story of” Emily 
Brontë‟s life, the author explains that “After Emily died,” her sister Charlotte took charge of “her 
sister‟s posthumous reputation.” However, Charlotte‟s “attempts to portray Emily are often” both 
confusing and revealing, and Charlotte “destroyed many of the documents that might have given 
us a clearer picture of Emily‟s character and artistic development.” It is unlikely that the author 
would describe Charlotte‟s actions as “predictable”; there is no reason to expect that Charlotte 
would destroy Emily‟s personal documents or offer an unclear picture of her sister. Further, while 
the author certainly seems to find Charlotte‟s actions regrettable, there is no reason to suggest he 
or she would characterize them as “pathetic,” or absurd and laughable. 
 
Choice (E) is incorrect. After discussing biographers‟ desire to “reconstruct the story of” Emily 
Brontë‟s life, the author explains that “After Emily died,” her sister Charlotte took charge of “her 
sister‟s posthumous reputation.” However, Charlotte‟s “attempts to portray Emily are often” both 
confusing and revealing, and Charlotte “destroyed many of the documents that might have given 
us a clearer picture of Emily‟s character and artistic development.” Charlotte‟s behavior might 
have been unusual, but the author is not emphasizing its uniqueness; there is no reason to 
suggest that the author would characterize Charlotte‟s actions as “unprecedented,” or unlike 
anything that has happened before. Further, while the author certainly seems to find Charlotte‟s 
actions regrettable, he or she probably would not describe them as “inexcusable,” or unforgivable. 
Indeed, the author seems to understand that Charlotte was acting “out of her deep, complicated 
love for her sister and the unbearable pain of bereavement when Emily died”—in other words, 
she was acting out of love and grief.
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