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Dear Colleagues,

Welcome to the 2012 Western Regional Forum in amazing Las Vegas. We are thankful that 
you have joined us to celebrate the accomplishments of our students and to critically analyze 
challenges affecting their college success.

I am reminded that education must be upward and onward, not inward and downward. We must 
confidently reach out to our students with the highest expectations for their success. Therefore, 
the members of the Western Regional Council, whose names are listed in the program, must 
be commended for selecting practical yet powerful sessions that will equip you to be more 
successful in serving our students and one another.

This year, our plenary session will feature Wes Moore, the author of the book, The Other Wes 
Moore: One Name, Two Fates. His inspirational story of the transformational power of education 
to change lives is very compelling. Moreover, we will feature a Colloquium, “The Educational 
Crisis Facing Young Men of Color.” The acclaimed panel will provide the latest research on the 
reasons why minority men disconnect from the education system, as well as offer solutions to 
radically change this condition.

We hope that your experiences here will inspire and motivate you to return to your institutions 
better equipped to provide the leadership necessary to make a difference in the lives of our 
students. 

Al Mijares 
Vice President, Western Region 
The College Board

Welcome
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A Message from the President
Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

Welcome to the 2012 Western Forum, one of the most respected, 
best-attended meetings of education professionals committed to 
connecting students to college success. This year’s forum provides 
an unmatched opportunity to join friends, colleagues and leaders 
to help shape the future of education. 

Whether you are a first-time attendee or a longtime participant, 
you’ll be able to take advantage of workshops, strategic 
discussions, shared best practices and the inspirational words  
of author, motivational speaker and former Army Captain  
Wes Moore.

Please add your voice to what promises to be a thought-provoking program of conversation 
and learning, diligently developed by the regional council and program planning committee. 
We hope that you will leave the forum feeling enthused, inspired and informed with fresh 
ideas that will enrich your professional lives.

Since I’ll be saying good-bye to the College Board next July, this will be my last round 
of regional forums. However, after 12 years of leading this outstanding organization, I 
am confident that our great tradition of annual gatherings will continue without a hitch. 
Thank you all for taking the time to participate and contributing to this critical effort. In my 
experience, it’s well worth it. 

Sincerely,

Gaston

Regionally Elected and Appointed 
Member of the Board of Trustees:
Belinda Chung
College Counselor 
St. Andrew’s Priory

Regionally Elected Members  
of National Councils:
Thom C. Wade
AP English Teacher 
Arroyo Grande High School

S. Kay Lewis
Director, Student Financial Aid 
University of Washington

Kevin MacLennan
Director of Admission 
University of Colorado, Boulder

Patrick Moore
Assistant Dean, Financial Aid 
University of Southern California

Brian Myli
Director of Leadership and Innovation 
The Public Education Foundation 

Elise Rodriguez, Past Chair
Director of College Counseling 
Marymount High School

Carl L. Thomas 
Director, Office of Admissions 
Oregon Institute of Technology 

Craig Yamamoto
Director of Financial Aid and Scholarships 
San Diego State University 
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Dear Colleague, 

Welcome to the 2012 College Board’s Western Regional Forum. I am 
honored to have the opportunity to serve as co-chair.

The path to an educated life has never been more fraught with challenge 
than today. Over the past several years, our budgets have been in flux 
and in peril. As a result, we’ve asked our educational institutions and 
our people — who provide much-needed soul and creative drive — to 
continue to do their vital jobs with far fewer resources. As budgets have 
stabilized somewhat, we’ve continued to re-imagine what we do and 
how we deliver it. We’ve sought collaborative relationships with our 
communities and our colleagues, our neighboring schools and school 
districts, our rival colleges and universities. We have done this because 
all of us feel that what we do matters. All of the hard work and sacrifice is 
always worth it. Ultimately, the educated life is a life that brings harmony, 
reason and pride to every life it touches. 

Our work is never easy, particularly given the fact that educational 
opportunity, no matter how diligent and committed we are, can often 
be enormously difficult to reach. This is why gatherings like the College 
Board’s Western Regional Forum are so valuable to the future of education 
in the West and in our country. For some of us, the forum will rekindle our 
empathy; for others, it will recharge us and give us new, creative, effective 
ways to make a difference. I have an additional wish: I sincerely hope 
your participation leads to a heightened sense that as educators, we are 
never alone in what we do. I hope we all remember that our work becomes 
more meaningful when we present new ideas, and when they are shared 
willingly with others. In the end, we are at our very best when what we do 
becomes deeply rooted in shared curiosity, shared experiences and shared 
successes.

Please enjoy the next few days. And thank you for the essential work  
you do.

Marc Johnson
President 
University of Nevada, Reno

Dear Colleague,

I am pleased to have the opportunity to serve as co-chair for the 2012 
College Board’s Western Regional Forum. 

During this two-day forum, we will engage in discussions related to the 
severe economic challenges and explore potential solutions to meet them. 
We will continue to address student access issues as well as continue the 
focus on student learning and success. Thank you for your commitment and 
support of the College Board’s mission by connecting students to college 
success and opportunities. With your expertise and knowledge, your input 
will be invaluable to meet the challenges we all currently face.

In light of all the cutbacks to education funding, we as educators provide 
a vital service to our communities in doing all we can to keep strong. The 
Clark County School District here in Nevada is the fifth-largest school 
district in the country, with an enrollment of over 308,000 students. 
Many of our students are at the poverty level and have very few role 
models who are college educated. Moreover, a large percentage of them 
enter school speaking a language other than English, which has created 
linguistic challenges in the classroom. Despite these challenges, we 
continue to raise the bar for college and career readiness and success. 
Our participation rates in Advanced Placement® are growing and we are 
seeing a rise in student performance on AP® Exams. The key linkages that 
we have established with the higher ed community, especially with the 
Community College of Southern Nevada, and University of Nevada, Las 
Vegas, have proven fruitful. More of our students are entering those higher 
education institutions prepared to do well without remediation. Ultimately 
these gains will lead to a stronger local and national economy. 

We are excited to be part of this forum and know that our collective work 
will inspire educators across the country to assure that our nation will 
maintain its preeminence across the globe. I welcome you to the forum 
and Las Vegas. I know that you will go away from this experience having 
received much and having given much of yourself.

Pedro Martinez  
Deputy Superintendent 
Clark County School District 

Welcome from WRF Co-Chair  
Pedro Martinez

Welcome from WRF Co-Chair  
Marc Johnson

Welcome
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Welcome to Las Vegas! 

On behalf of all the members of the Western Regional Council I want to 
welcome you to the conference. Whether you drove in or flew across the 
country to be here, I know you will find that extraordinary opportunities 
await you in the next few days. The Council spent last summer planning 
a conference that not only addresses the contemporary issues and 
challenges of our time but also refreshes and nourishes our energy levels.

This is the time of year when we find ourselves in the “thick” of our work. 
Whether we are reading the applications of future college students, 
evaluating education policy, meeting with students and families to talk 
about their future plans, evaluating the financial need of families applying 
for financial aid, or teaching courses in a subject we love — we all can 
use a moment to remember why our work matters. Even though it seems 
counterintuitive to leave our offices and join a conference at this time of 
year, it is indeed exactly what we need.

In the next few days you will join your colleagues in sharing ideas, learning 
new concepts and picking up tools that will make you even more effective 

in your daily practice. I always find that taking a few days to reflect on 
the big picture before I go back to the day-to-day details enriches me in 
ways that are most effective. I hope you will find enrichment through 
the conference sessions, socials, sharing of ideas and networking 
opportunities. They usually say “what happens in Vegas, stays in Vegas.” 
In our case, I certainly hope not! What you will learn here must be shared 
with others and used to enhance our greater goal of educating the young 
people of today for a successful tomorrow.

I promise you will leave inspired. 

Best,

Angel B. Perez 
Vice President and Dean 
Admission and Financial Aid 
Pitzer College 
and Chair, Western Regional Council 

Welcome from Western Regional Council Chair  
Angel B. Perez

Western Regional Council 2011–2012

Welcome
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Sunday, Feb. 26, 2012

9–10:15 a.m. 

A1. Getting Back in the Ring: 
Building Resiliency in Admission and 
Financial Aid Professionals
Do you have staff who feel beaten up or knocked 
out when it comes to aggressive calls from 
parents?  Are you dealing with low morale within 
your staff as a result? Join us for this interactive 
session designed to offer insights and strategies 
in building resiliency and getting your staff back 
in the ring.  Admission deans and financial aid 
directors today are faced with what can seem like 
an increasingly hostile work environment. What is 
the best response when parents and students email 
your college president directly with their concerns 
rather than following up with the appropriate 
office? Are there best practices for retaining staff 
members who grow weary of a relentless travel 
schedule or view financial aid work as a thankless 
job? This session will focus on how to keep your 
staff feeling energized and appreciated, and how to 
keep your own positive energy flowing despite the 
combative atmosphere of higher education today.

Presenter(s): Maggie Mittuch, Associate Vice 
President for Student Financial Services, University 
of Puget Sound, Washington, Dan Preston, Vice 
President for Enrollment Services, Linfield College, 
Oregon; Chio Flores, Director of Financial Aid and 
Scholarships, Washington State University

A2. One Family, Many Financial 
Aid Offers 
Financial need is defined as the difference between 
the Cost of Attendance (COA) minus the Expected 
Family Contribution (EFC) that is based upon a 
family’s ability to contribute toward the college 
costs. So why does something that appears to 
be simple become so confusing when students 
receive their financial aid offers with a wide variety 
of differences from seemingly similar schools? 
Why do financial aid offer letters differ and 
how do you help students and families decipher 
the differences? This session will demonstrate 
the different needs analysis formulas (Federal 
Methodology and Institutional Methodology) and 
the differences in financial resources available at 
private and public institutions to help participants 
better assist students and families in the college 
planning process.

Presenter(s): Leslie Limper, Director of Financial 
Aid, Reed College, Oregon; Kevin Jensen, 
Financial Aid Director, College of Western Idaho; 
Patrick Moore, Assistant Dean of Financial 
Aid, University of Southern California; Craig 
Yamamoto, Director of Financial Aid, San Diego 
State University, California

A3. It’s More Than Getting In,
It’s Staying In 
Increasing the enrollment of nontraditional students 
in advanced courses is a common goal to ensure 
equity in these courses. However, in conjunction 
with increasing enrollment is the need to ensure 
that students have the skills, habits of mind and 
academic confidence to be successful. Educators 
will share the path that their institutions have 
taken to prepare nontraditional students for the 
rigor and benefits of advanced course work such as 
Advanced Placement®. 

Presenter(s): Jillyn Pendleton, Principal, Ed W. 
Clark High School, Nevada 

A4. What You Need to Know to 
Help the Prospective College 
Student-Athlete 
Participants learn the dos and don’ts for high 
school counselors working with students interested 
in participating in intercollegiate athletics at 
Division I, II and III colleges. They learn to identify 
the athletic recruiting cycle and understand the 
guidelines that govern the athletic recruitment 
process, as well as the terms and conditions of 
athletic scholarships. They discuss the NCAA 
certification process, identify how students get 
the attention of college coaches and determine 
pertinent questions to ask college coaches during 
the recruiting process. 

Presenter(s): Sean Abid, Counselor, Desert 
Pines High School, Nevada; Todd Steffenhagen, 
Counselor, Palo Verde High School, Nevada; 
Elizabeth Linkous, Athletic Academic Advisor, 
University of Nevada, Las Vegas 

A5. Spectacular Solutions for Small 
Schools: High Leverage Moves to 
Grow Your AP® Program and College 
and Career Readiness 
This session will examine a number of high-
leverage moves to expand a district’s and/or a 
school’s Advanced Placement (AP®) program. 
Panelists will summarize the research around 
college and career readiness, the action steps that 
school and district leaders can take to improve 
college and career readiness, and how data can 
assist in this process. Participants will receive a 
summary of college and career readiness research, 
strategies to expand AP and college and career 
readiness, example artifacts, and examples of 
the use of College Board data to support these 
efforts. They will also learn how College Board 
programs such as ReadiStep™, PSAT/NMSQT® and 
SpringBoard® can connect students to rigor.

Presenter(s): Steven Gering, Director of 
Assessment, College & Career Readiness and 
Interactive Programs, Spokane School District, 
Washington; Mona Griffin, Adjunct Faculty, 
Gonzaga University, Washington; Teena 
McDonald, Superintendent, Stevenson-Carson 
School District, Washington 

B1. Promoting a College-Going 
Culture Beginning in Middle 
School: GEAR UP Best Practices 
and Strategies 
Join Nevada State GEAR UP and the College 
Board as they cohost a special seminar devoted 
to highlighting GEAR UP strategies and best 
practices for building a college-going culture 
starting in middle school. Participants will interact 
with colleagues and experts to discover and share 
strategies to engage families and parents, increase 
access to eighth-grade algebra, and get more 
students on the early pathway to college success. 
Counselors and educators will also learn about 
online and digital resources to support middle 
school students and how to apply them in their 
schools and districts. 

Presenter(s): Terri Lewallen, College and Career 
Center Director, Palos Verdes Peninsula High 
School, California; Shelley Davis, California State 
GEAR UP Director; Scott Mendelsberg, Colorado 
State GEAR UP Director; Loueta Johnson, 
University of Washington GEAR UP Director; 
Dion Yahoudy, Principal, Tillicum Middle School, 
Washington; Tansel Pope, University of California, 
Berkeley; Matt Buchler, Principal, Longs Peak 
Middle School, Colorado 

Sessions: Sunday, Feb. 26, 2012
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B2. Academic Acceleration 
for All 
Federal Way Public Schools, Corbett School 
District and Colton Joint Unified School District 
are three very different institutions but they share 
similar goals. Each believes strongly in equity and 
excellence for their students. Panelists will share 
how these three districts provide students with 
opportunities to reach their highest potential even 
while dealing with scarce resources. Participants 
will learn strategies for creating access and equity, 
developing community support, and shifting staff 
expectations.

Presenter(s): Randy Trani, Superintendent, 
Corbett School District, Oregon; Josh Garcia, 
Assistant Superintendent, Federal Way Public 
Schools, Washington; Brian Butler, Director of 
Secondary Curriculum, Colton Joint Unified School 
District, California

B3. SAT® Test Center Supervisor 
Workshop: Increasing Student 
Access 
This workshop is a free professional development 
opportunity for educators who administer the SAT®. 
The interactive session include tips and advice on 
how to offer the highest-quality testing experience 
for your students. This session provides participants 
with the chance to exchange best practices and 
learn new ways to handle test administration 
responsibilities. Participants are encouraged to 
bring and share templates or other materials they 
use to help organize their centers. 

Presenter(s): Marc Leiberman, SAT Program 
Specialist, The College Board, New York

B4. Emerging Leaders Forum
How can you help your office reach its enrollment 
goals? How can you take on greater leadership 
responsibilities? This workshop is designed for 
middle managers of admission and financial 
aid to discuss how to have a broader impact in 
the operations of their offices and move to the 
next level, while gaining professional support 
from their peers. Leaders in the profession 
facilitate a discussion on the issues related to 
communication, professional development and 
organizational change. 

Presenter(s): George Pernsteiner, Chancellor, 
Oregon University System

Facilitator: Alicia Ortega, Educational Manager, 
Higher Ed, The College Board, San Jose

10:30–11:45 a.m. 

C1. The Permanent Site 
Visit: Partnering with High 
Schools to Enhance College 
Counseling Resources 
This year, the University of Washington (UW) 
Bothell partnered with Mariner High School to 
promote higher education opportunities. Mariner 
is a very diverse school with a large portion of the 
student population receiving free and reduced-price 
lunches. A UW Bothell representative provides 
weekly support in the Career Center, guiding 
students through the college search and application 
process: writing personal statements, completing 
applications, understanding requirements and 
financing an education. This representative works 
in close partnership with teachers, counselors and 
administrators to serve a high percentage of the 
student body. The principal and staff members 
at Mariner fully support this program. It is filling 
a void in college support, which is due to budget 
cuts, and is promoting access to higher education 
for underrepresented students. Through the 
examination of our model, participants learn tools 
for building and implementing a similar model at 
their own institutions. 

Presenter(s): Jill Orcutt, Director of Admissions, 
University of Washington; Lindsey Wille, 
Associate Director of Admissions, University of 
Washington

C2. Financial Literacy Early 
Outreach Tools for High School 
Counselors 
It is never too early to start discussions with 
students and families about financial literacy. 
Often, by the time students begin college, they 
have established financial habits that won’t serve 
them in college or the future. Starting discussions 
on managing cash well with high school students 
and their parents can help many families make 
smart decisions that will make college more 
affordable. Join a financial aid administrator and 
a high school counselor as they introduce a tool to 
help you start these discussions with your students. 

Presenter(s): Patrick Moore, Assistant Dean, 
Financial Aid, University of Southern California

C3. The Arts Institute 
Arts Honors Physics? Arts AP European History? 
Arts Honors Biology? Arts English? The Arts 
Institute at Palm Springs High School offers 
students a creative atmosphere to explore 
opportunities and interests in the arts. Students 
who choose the Arts Institute enroll in a four-year 
career pathway, presented through the lens of the 
arts, by teachers who have developed a curriculum 
designed to integrate visual and cultural arts 
into their educational learning experiences. Arts 
Institute students experience a multidisciplinary 
approach to learning that is guided by a counselor 
and taught by core academic and arts-based 
instructors who inspire students to seek creative 
ways to enhance their learning. Students complete 
personal career interest inventories, explore career 
opportunities and participate in a senior year 
mentorship. Throughout the program, students 
interact with a diverse roster of guest speakers and 
Arts Institute instructors who encourage them to 
develop their creative skills within the framework 
of their core education. 

Presenter(s): Richard Kravitz, Counselor, Arts 
Institute, Palm Springs High School, California; 
Teresa Haga, Science Department Chairperson, 
Palm Springs High School, California; Cecile 
Avallone Hall, Teacher, Arts English and Arts and 
Culture, Palm Springs High School, California

C4. College Readiness Resources 
from the College Board 
College Board program experts, along with 
experienced high school staff product users, 
discuss the specific uses and benefits of AP 
Potential™, ACCUPLACER®, ReadiStep, and
PSAT/NMSQT, SAT and AP resources, as well as 
other valuable College Board programs that support 
college readiness. This panel of experts discusses 
best practices to help staff members, students 
and parents acquire a deeper understanding of 
how these programs work in a high school. The 
panel offers a candid discussion of their programs’ 
implementation and successes. Participants obtain 
further knowledge of College Board program 
implementation and a better understanding of how 
to use these resources in their own schools. This 
workshop supports the college readiness standards 
of the National Office for School Counselor 
Advocacy (NOSCA).

Presenter(s): Lynn Haines Dodd, Senior District 
Director, Southern California, The College Board, 
San Jose; Jill Hersha, Guidance and Counseling 
Services, Curriculum and Professional Development 
Division, Clark County School District, Nevada; 
Nicole Kilmow, K–12 Literacy Coordinator, 
Curriculum and Professional Development Division, 
Clark County School District, Nevada

Sessions: Sunday, Feb. 26, 2012
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C5. The Completion Arch: A 
Spotlight on Community College 
Student Progress and Success
Understanding and advancing the academic 
success of community college students is very 
complex, especially given the diverse educational 
goals of these students, which often include, 
among other things, transfer, workforce training 
and/or professional development. The College 
Board’s Advocacy and Policy Center, in partnership 
with MPR Associates, has initiated a large-scale, 
Web-based data system that will display in a 
single place all of the metrics currently being 
used to measure community college student 
progress. When it is launched later this year, 
“The Completion Arch” project will bring together 
hundreds of data indicators from across the nation 
in an easy-to-navigate site, allowing educators, 
researchers, policymakers — and even students 
and parents — to assess how community colleges 
are advancing the success of their students. This 
session will be an excellent forum to discuss this 
groundbreaking effort and to solicit input.

Presenter(s): Stephen Handel, Executive 
Director, Community College Initiatives, The College 
Board, San Jose, California; Christen Pollock, 
Vice President, Advocacy, The College Board, 
New York.

Noon–1 p.m.

First-Time Attendees Meeting

1:15–2:45 p.m.

Plenary Session

Welcome and conference 
kickoff by co-chairs, Marc 
Johnson, President, University 
of Nevada, Reno, and Pedro 
Martinez, Deputy 
Superintendent, Clark County 

School District, Nevada; Keynote Address by 
Wes Moore, Youth Advocate and Author; 
presentation of Joe Allen Exemplar 
Award to James Scott, President, 
Punahou School, Hawaii

2:45–3:45 p.m.

SPECIAL EVENT

Book Sale and Signing

Wes Moore, The Other Wes 
Moore: One Name, Two Fates

Purchase a copy of the book, 
connect with Wes and 
share your own stories of 
students finding their way 
in challenging times.

3–4:15 p.m. 

D1. A New Era in Transparency: 
The Future of Tuition Discounting  
and Negotiation 
Join us to explore the intersections of managing 
the discount rate, negotiating with students/
parents and determining price transparency in 
the financial aid process. How has discount rate 
and net revenue come to dominate how colleges 
approach enrolling new students? What are the 
factors leading families to increasingly press for 
further financial assistance? Are they finding that 
some colleges are willing partners in negotiation? 
Will Net Price Calculators provide new kinds of 
information that will change how prospective 
families approach choosing a college? Participants 
in this session will consider the new enrollment 
management fiscal environment many colleges 
face. The factors behind student negotiation will 
be discussed, including the role of transparency if 
bargains are made and the ethical issues involved. 
Finally this session will review the role of net price 
calculators in college and financial planning against 
the realities of changing aid strategies and costs. 
Panelists will share promising practices and how 
best to help students/families make sense of this 
new era in transparency. 

Presenter(s): Craig Fennell, Director, Financial 
Aid, Arizona State University; Madeleine 
Rhyneer, Vice President, Admission and Financial 
Aid, Willamette University, Oregon; Juan Flores, 
Dean, Admissions and Financial Aid, Saint Martin’s 
University, Washington

D2. Communicating Affordability: 
How Net Price Calculators,  
Financial Aid Award Letters and 
Other Tools Can Help Students  
Make College Choices 
Misperceptions about college costs can lead students 
to price themselves out of options that might be within 
their reach, or to pay more than expected for what 
they thought was an affordable choice. Net Price 
Calculators can help students see past “sticker price” 
by providing early, customized estimates of college 
costs after grants and scholarships. Other college 
policies, such as pledges to reduce or eliminate loans 
from aid packages, can also help students gauge 
which schools may be affordable. Later in the process, 
award letters must clearly communicate students’ 
“bottom line” (or net cost) and differentiate between 
aid that does not need to be repaid and funds that 
must be earned or repaid.

This session will provide an overview of research 
by the Institute for College Access & Success 
into how these and other tools and practices can 
best communicate affordability to students and 
families. The session will be interactive and include 
collaboration with attendees and their work with 
students making college decisions.

Presenter(s): Diane Cheng, Research Associate, 
The Institute for College Access & Success, 
California; Matt Reed, Program Director, The 
Institute for College Access & Success, California 

D3. AP Policies: A Dialogue Across 
K–12 and Higher Education  
Experts in K–12 and higher education discuss 
current practices in AP course administration in 
high schools, as well as college AP credit-awarding 
policies. K–12 panelists present best practices for 
administering AP courses and ensuring consistency 
in academic rigor. Higher education panelists 
discuss the existing practices in credit-awarding 
policies for AP Exams and how to conduct internal 
policy audits to remain current with curricular 
changes and institutional priorities. Participants are 
able to identify issues at their home institutions 
that are relevant to AP course administration and 
to implement best practices to ensure quality 
offerings. In addition, participants acquire a better 
understanding of the AP credit-awarding policies of 
various institutions and the importance of regular 
assessment of these policies.

Presenter(s): Jim Rawlins, Executive Director 
of Admissions, Colorado State University; Ariel 
Foster, Executive Director, College and University, 
Advanced Placement Program, The College Board, 
New York; Jennifer Peterson; Assistant Principal, 
Sunrise Mountain High School, Nevada; Mark 
Rasic, Associate Director of Admission, University 
of Southern California

Sessions: Sunday, Feb. 26, 2012
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D4. Teaching with Technology: 
Doing More with Less by Integrating 
Useful and Mostly Free Technology 
Tools in the Classroom 
As state budgets continue to shrink, finding ways to 
accomplish more with less has become a necessity. 
Fortunately, the explosion of technology provides 
the opportunity to accomplish the impossible. Since 
students constantly use technology in their daily lives, 
integrating it into the classroom presents a way to 
engage different types of learners. Students learn 
how to think critically, communicate in an intellectual 
forum, and develop their writing and analytical skills. 
Technology also permits teachers and students to 
access free documents, videos, films and electronic 
sources on a daily basis. This session equips 
participants with the basics of how free technology 
tools have been used successfully and allows a broad-
based discussion regarding the future of technology 
in the profession. Through a review of various uses of 
online resources, blended instruction, flipped classrooms 
and social media devices, the participants assess new 
initiatives and the incorporation of computer-based 
learning in the 21st century. Participants begin to 
develop strategies for implementing the program in 
their schools. They also explore tools used in the online 
learning environment that can serve as a means of 
providing college preparedness strategies for students, 
as well as improve student achievement and parental 
involvement. 

Presenter(s): Paul Weizer, Professor, Economics, 
History and Political Science, Fitchburg State 
University, Massachusetts; Katherine Jewell, 
Professor, Economics, History and Political Science, 
Fitchburg State University, Massachusetts

D5. The National School 
Counselor Survey: A Voice of 
School Counselors  
Results of the first College Board’s Advocacy & 
Policy Center National School Counselor Survey are 
shared and discussed. A panel of school counseling 
leaders shares their views on important issues 
raised by the survey. Panel members respond 
to the findings, highlighting the implications for 
school counseling training, practice, the College 
Completion Agenda and the K–12 student 
college-preparation pipeline. Participants have an 
opportunity to engage in a discussion regarding the 
findings, explore the impact these findings have on 
school counseling today, and develop solutions for 
getting all students college and career ready.

Presenter(s): Pat Martin, Assistant Vice 
President, Counselor Advocacy Office, The College 
Board, Washington D.C.; Ramona Griffin, Adjunct 
Faculty, Gonzaga University, Washington; Patrick 
Millmore, Ascent Counselor, Denver Public 
Schools, Colorado; Ginger Taylor, Counselor, 
Benson Polytechnic High School, Oregon; Nicole 
Wesley, Redondo Union High School, California 

D6. Reforming a School District 
Through College Readiness 
School districts across the nation, especially large 
urban districts, face the challenge of preparing all 
students for the demands of college. The urgent 
need to improve our nation’s schools demands an 
aggressive response, and to address this need the 
College Readiness System™ division of the College 
Board has launched the District Partnerships 
Program. One of the few national programs of its 
kind, this partnership combines the ongoing work 
of individual school districts with the expertise and 
broader resources of a leading provider of content, 
professional development and college readiness 
assessments. In this session, participants will 
review the program’s development and its past 
experiences, and will develop best practices for 
districts that want to implement a customized 
three- to five-year road map, from diagnostic 
analysis or moving directly to professional 
development in order to attain improved college 
readiness for all students.

Presenter(s): Dan Cunningham, Executive 
Director of EXCELerator™ Solutions, The College 
Board, Virginia

D7. Latinos and the College 
Completion Agenda  
Last fall the College Board released The College 
Competion Agenda 2011 Progress Report: Latino 
Edition, State Policy Guide, Research and Context 
Brief and launched an interactive website aimed at 
providing the best data and policies for increasing 
college completion rates among this important 
demographic. The Latino Edition is based on 
the 10 recommendations issued in 2008 by the 
Commission on Access, Admissions and Success in 
Higher Education. State legislators, policymakers 
and educators play a large part in advancing each 
recommendation. Participants will explore the 
highlights of the 10 recommendations and will review 
Latino progress for each indicator. The session will end 
with participants sharing national, regional and local 
strategies to increase the college completion rates of 
Latino Americans in the United States.

Presenter(s): Frances Contreras, 
Professor, University of Washington;  
Adriana Flores Ragade, Director of Diversity 
Initiatives, The College Board; Richard Duran, 
Professor, University of California

D8. Improving Outcomes: Building 
Collaboration from Middle School to 
High School 
The College Readiness Pathway is a series 
of assessments that includes ReadiStep, 
PSAT/NMSQT and SAT. The data and resources 
provided by these assessments help schools 
and districts make targeted interventions and 
address skill gaps from middle school through 
high school. The session helps participants 
develop best practices for using performance 
data, along with tools such as Skills Insight™ and 
the Summary of Answers and Skills, to improve 
instruction and learning outcomes throughout a 
student’s secondary school career. Panelists share 
strategies for making early interventions and 
building collaboration among middle school and 
high school educators. Participants learn how to 
use the data and resources to make targeted skill 
interventions and help all students graduate from 
high school ready for college-level work. They 
also develop strategies for building collaboration 
among educators to ensure vertical alignment of 
instruction and remediation efforts.

Presenter(s): Emily Paulsen, Director, 
ReadiStep™ and PSAT/NMSQT, The College Board, 
New York 

D9. Creating a College Culture and 
Growing AP: Rural Success Stories 
at Corbett and Bridgeport School 
Districts 
The increases in Advanced Placement and overall 
student achievement at Corbett High School and 
Bridgeport High School have garnered nationwide 
acclaim. Hear the inspiring stories of two different 
small, rural high schools who used Advanced 
Placement to turn their schools around. Participants 
will hear from key administrators at each school 
and will learn how to replicate this type of 
achievement at their schools.

Presenter(s): Randy Trani, Superintendent, 
Corbett School District, Oregon; Scott Sattler, 
Superintendent, Bridgeport School District, 
Washington; Tami Jackson, Principal, Bridgeport 
High School, Washington; Jeff Jackson, Teacher, 
Bridgeport High School, Washington 

Sessions: Sunday, Feb. 26, 2012
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4:30–5:45 p.m.

Annual Meeting of the Western 
Academic Assembly

All Western Regional Forum 
participants are invited to attend 
the regional Academic Assembly 
meeting. Agenda items include 
the announcement of newly 
elected members to the 

Academic Committee of the Western Regional 
Council, reports from the Academic Committee 
chairperson as well as our representative to 
the National Academic Council, an update on 
AP and Pre-AP® Programs, and a report on the 
continued impact of state and federal intiatives 
regarding AP in the Western Region. The 
Academic Assembly will also honor the 
recipient of the Distinguished Service Award 
for 2012, David Hong, Instructional Dean, 
Diamond Bar High School, California.

Chair: Bruce R. Bivins, Principal, Academy 
of Environmental & Social Policy (ESP), 
Theodore Roosevelt High School, California

Annual Meeting of the  
Western College Scholarship 
Service Assembly

The Western College 
Scholarship Service (CSS) 
Assembly is convened annually 
at the Western Regional 
Forum. The assembly provides 
an opportunity to hear your 

colleagues report on activities of the regional 
CSS committee and the important issues 
before the national CSS Assembly Council. 
Agenda items include the announcement of 
newly elected members to the CSS 
Committee of the Western Regional Council 
as well as reports from the committee 
chairperson and College Board staff. The 
meeting will also recognize the 2012 recipient 
of the Distinguished Service Award, 
Lynn Fox, Director of Financial Aid, University 
of the Pacific, Stockton, Calif.

Chair: Leslie Limper, Director of Financial 
Aid, Reed College, Oregon

Monday, Feb. 27, 2012

7:30–8:45 a.m. 

Annual Meeting of the Western 
Regional Assembly and Breakfast
Please join Western Regional Assembly Chair Angel 
Perez, vice president and dean of admission and 
financial aid at Pitzer College in California, for the 
2012 Meeting of the Members. The annual meeting 
provides an opportunity for member delegates 
to speak directly to the elected and appointed 
leadership of the regional and national assembly 
councils and the regionally elected Board of Trustee 
members. There will be time for a discussion of 
important issues facing the College Board and our 
regional schools and institutions. Come voice your 
challenges, support and concerns.

9–10:15 a.m. 

E1. Student Veterans: Back from War 
and Back to School 
This session will discuss how to assist and 
understand the growing population of Armed Forces 
veterans that are enrolling at university campuses. 
We will discuss the enrollment rates, reintegration 
into civilian life, and programs for academic and 
emotional success, as well as working with federal 
policy and veteran benefits. Many of the soldiers 
who have served in Iraq and other parts of the 
Middle East are returning from duty and enrolling 
in colleges and universities across the country. This 
group of students represents a complex group of 
students who demand specialized needs while on 
our campuses. It’s my goal that with this session, 
institutions will create comprehensive programs 
especially dedicated to meeting veteran students’ 
needs. 

Presenter(s): Esperanza Bernal, Admissions 
Officer, University of California, Berkeley

E2. The New Normal: Families, 
Finance and Financial Aid
Reports of financial hard times in higher education 
continue to flow in both for families and for 
colleges. Changing demographics, shrinking 
endowments and limited resources all play a 
major role in budgetary planning strategies, 
recruitment strategies and enrollment goals. 
Other pressures influencing how higher education 
does business include, but are not limited to, 
cuts in state budget allocations and anticipated 
declines in charitable contributions and foundation 
grants for institutional and private scholarships to 
students. Interest in college has reached historic 
highs and so has concern about how to pay for 
it. Institutions now expect families to spend 
more carefully, weigh value more fully, and raise 
expectations significantly relative to perceptions 
of price and value. Session participants will 
examine the economics of the new marketplace 
and discuss their practical implications for families 
and colleges. This session will take a look at how 
admission, financial aid and guidance offices are 
adjusting to the “new normal” and how families are 
responding to the change.

Presenter(s): Carl Thomas, Director of 
Admissions, Oregon Institute of Technology; 
Virginia Miller, Associate Director of Financial 
Aid, Scripps College, California; Susan Murphy, 
Senior Associate Dean and Director, Enrollment 
and Financial Services, University of San Francisco, 
California

Sessions: Sunday, Feb. 26–Monday, Feb. 27, 2012

6–7 p.m.

Reception and College Fair 
for All Participants

Annual Meeting of the Western 
Guidance and Admission 
Assembly

The Western Guidance and 
Admission Assembly convenes 
annually at the Western 
Regional Forum. This meeting 
is an opportunity for the 
chairperson to share with the 

membership important issues and activities of 
the Guidance and Admission Committee and 
for the regionally elected representatives to 
report on the deliberations for the national 
Guidance and Admission Assembly Council. 
Agenda items include the announcement of 
newly elected members to the Guidance and 
Admission Committee of the Western 
Regional Council as well as reports.

Chair: Katie Kleier, Superintendent, El Tejon 
Unified School District, California
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E3. Enrollment Management: It’s Not 
My Job, It’s Our Job 
Enrollment management (EM) goes beyond the 
activities of admission and financial aid. Ideally, 
enrollment management strategies include the 
efforts of the entire campus. This session will focus 
on hands-on activities to be used by employees 
across a college campus to support enrollment 
management strategies. From the recruitment of 
a student who is a good “fit” academically, to the 
interaction within the student’s course of study, to 
the engagement of recent graduates (e.g., Alumni 
Services), there is a role for all campus employees 
in supporting the university’s EM efforts. Session 
attendees will learn about specific activities utilized 
by professors, administrators and other campus 
employees at different institutions that assist in the 
implementation of their institution’s EM strategy. 
Participants will take away ideas, strategies  
and resources to further explore upon their return 
to campus.

Presenter(s): Meredith Kelley, Vice Provost, 
Enrollment Management, California State University, 
Chico; Michelle Whittingham, Associate Vice 
Chancellor, Enrollment Management, University of 
California, Santa Cruz; Jarrid Whitney, Executive 
Director of Admissions and Financial Aid, California 
Institute of Technology (Caltech); Qy-Ana Manning, 
Director of Enrollment Services and Registrar, 
Centralia College, Washington

E4. Looking at Student Work to 
Promote Rigor and Equity in English 
Language Arts and Beyond 
In this interactive session, participants engage in 
a Looking at Student Work protocol that utilizes 
SpringBoard embedded assessments and scoring 
guides to clarify the standards for quality student 
performance. Using authentic student writing samples, 
participants practice ways to work in a collaborative 
community in order to help calibrate expectations, 
share expertise and perspectives on teaching and 
learning, examine data about students, and develop a 
sense of mutual support and shared responsibility for 
effective instruction. The session demonstrates how 
Looking at Student Work can be used as a model for 
scaling this practice out to other curriculum areas or 
interdisciplinary professional learning communities. 
By the end of the session, participants will understand 
how the protocol can result in reflective instructional 
practice, increased collaboration and examples of 
student success that can be shared with colleagues, 
students and the community. 

Presenter(s): Julie Manley, Middle School 
ELA Curriculum Coach, Bellevue School District, 
Washington; T.J. Hanify, High School ELA 
Curriculum Coach, Bellevue School District, 
Washington

E5. Advanced Placement 
Program® in Career and 
Technical Education  
Advanced Placement Program® (AP) courses offer 
unique dual credit opportunities in Career and 
Technical Education (CTE). AP and CTE converge 
through the alignment of new and existing career 
and technical curricula with essential career and 
college readiness standards. Learn which AP 
courses may align with CTE and the process for 
starting AP/CTE courses. Dual credit opportunities 
in CTE have been expanded through AP courses 
in schools in the state of Washington. Through 
a pilot program, the Office of Superintendent of 
Public Instruction is providing technical assistance 
to school districts and teachers interested in 
establishing new AP/CTE courses. Participants in 
this session receive information about how to start 
these courses, teacher qualifications and curriculum 
alignment. Frameworks of highly successful AP/CTE 
programs are shared. 

Presenter(s): Barbara Dittrich, Program 
Supervisor, Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, Washington; John Aultman, Director 
of Educational Partnerships, DigiPen Institute 
of Technology, Washington; Betty Klattenhoff, 
Director, CTE, Office of Superintendent of Public 
Instruction, Washington

E6. Boys in a Box 
Boys simply are not learning at the rate of their 
female counterparts. This session speaks briefly to 
the science of the brain but leans more toward the 
teaching applications that can be used to focus the 
male brain on learning and self-discipline. It has 
become increasingly clear that boys need to define 
a purpose for life, and the ability for a boy to learn 
effectively involves a discovery of that purpose. The 
session provides a background for obtaining that 
purpose; it offers samples of classroom techniques 
that help to make boys more engaged learners and 
that help schools develop a philosophy for dealing 
with the boy brain. We have instituted many of 
these strategies at O’Dea High School in Seattle. 
We are a Gurian Model School, which caters to 470 
young men in western Washington. These methods 
are invigorating, energizing and refreshing, not only 
for students but also for educators. 

Presenter(s): Frank Lazarek, Assistant Principal 
and Gurian Trainer, O’Dea High School and  
Gurian Institute, Washington; Tom Schutle, 
Teacher and Gurian Trainer, O’Dea High School and 
Gurian Institute, Washington

E7. International Recruitment: 
Fishing in a Flat World 
Changes in the global economy have increased the 
pool of students studying outside of their home 
country. While Asian countries contribute the 
greatest number of students to this international 
cohort, students in Saudi Arabia, Egypt, Mexico, 
Canada and the United Kingdom have become more 
mobile in recent years. Although a large number of 
international students are attending U.S. colleges, 
the proportion has dropped, from 25 percent in 
2003 to less than 20 percent today. Indeed, other 
countries have cast a very wide net and are pulling 
in students who otherwise may have enrolled in 
U.S. colleges. This session examines what the 
increased competition means for students and how 
U.S. institutions and organizations must adapt if 
they intend to have a global reach. Panelists will 
examine demographic and trend data, explore the 
impact of foreign universities, and discuss effective 
and ethical recruitment and retention strategies.

Presenter(s): Juana Alcala, Director of Marketing 
and Recruitment, Enrollment Services-Admissions, 
The University of Montana; Michael Sexton, Vice 
President of Enrollment Management, Santa Clara 
University, California; Martha Pitts, Director, Higher 
Ed Strategic Accounts, The College Board, New York 

E8. Districtwide Implementation 
of the Own the Turf Campaign 
Using NOSCA’s Eight Components 
of College and Career Readiness 
Counseling 
Entire school and districtwide Own the Turf 
campaigns that are designed and implemented 
by school counselors and counselor supervisors 
demonstrate the leadership that is critical to 
addressing persistent inequities among student 
groups. Mobilizing a substantial supporting cast 
of educators serves to set high expectations for 
all students and helps ensure that more students 
graduate from high school college and career ready. 
Using the Own the Turf toolkit, which includes 
NOSCA’s Eight Components of College and Career 
Readiness Counseling, participants learn how 
to launch a systemic Own the Turf campaign, 
engender school and community support, and 
establish schoolwide and districtwide measures 
for accountability.

Presenter(s): Pat Martin, Assistant Vice 
President, Counselor Advocacy Office, 
The College Board, Washington, D.C.; 
Dominique Jones, Program Assistant,
Counselor Advocacy Office, The College Board, 
Washington, D.C.

Sessions: Monday, Feb. 27, 2012
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10:30 a.m.–noon

Colloquium: The Educational Crisis 
Facing Young Men of Color

A significant percentage of minority male 
students are falling outside of the system; 
whether measured by unemployment rates, 
poverty, imprisonment or recidivism, the 
challenges are stark and undeniable. The 
College Board’s Educational Crisis Facing 
Young Men of Color initiative provides the most 
comprehensive data, research findings, and 
recommendations to help us understand the 
“why” and improve the educational experiences 
and pathways of young men of color. For this 
session a distinguished panel of educators, 
researchers, and advocates will discuss this 
urgent issue and offer strategies and solutions 
to address the challenges and improve college 
completion rates for Native American, Asian 
American/Pacific Islander, Hispanic/Latino and 
African American young men. 

Moderator: Don Daves-Rougeaux, Executive 
Director, California University Systems Outreach, 
The College Board, San Jose, California 

Panelist(s): LeManuel Lee Bitsoi, Minority 
Action Plan Program Director, Department 
of Genetics, Harvard Medical School, 
Massachusetts; Nolan L. Cabrera, Assistant 
Professor, Center for the Study of Higher 
Education, Education Policy Studies & Practice, 
College of Education, University of Arizona; 
Youlonda Copeland-Morgan, Associate Vice 
Chancellor, University of California, Los Angeles; 
Marc Johnson, President, University of Nevada, 
Reno; Bob H. Suzuki, President Emeritus, 
California State Polytechnic University, Pomona

12:15–2:15 p.m.

Luncheon, Presentations  
and Awards

This lunch meeting is for all participants. It 
consists of addresses by College Board senior 
staff and Western regional staff; briefings 
on College Board programs and services; 
and presentation of CollegeKeys Compact™ 
2012 Innovation Awards, the Bob Costas 
Grant for the Teaching of Writing, the Award 
for Excellence and Innovation in the Arts, 
SpringBoard National Demonstration Site 
Awards and the Jaime Escalante AP Award.

2:30–3:45 p.m. 

F1. Maximizing Need-Based Aid 
Consideration: CSS/Financial 
Aid PROFILE® and Institutional 
Methodology
Financial aid is a major determining factor when 
students are looking at which college or university 
they will attend. With the simplification of the 
FAFSA along with the increased need for financial 
aid, the University of Arizona (UA) financial aid 
staff kept asking, “Are we spending financial aid 
money in the most strategic way and, if not, can 
we redirect funds to make a stronger impact?” In 
collaboration with many areas on campus, high 
school counselors and the College Board, the 
University of Arizona was able to pilot the use 
of the CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE® as a means 
of leveraging need-based funds in an attempt 
to answer these questions. We gleaned a lot of 
helpful information from this pilot program and 
were able to find out what works and what doesn’t. 
During this session, we will provide an overview of 
the deciding factors, implementation, collaborative 
process, costs, benefits, drawbacks and outcomes 
of this project.

Presenter(s): Leah Cox, Assistant Director, Office 
of Student Financial Aid, The University of Arizona; 
Rafael Meza, Director of Recruitment, Office of 
Admissions, The University of Arizona

F2. Reaching Out To and Recruiting 
Male Students of Color 
In January 2010, a College Board report indicated 
that young women are outperforming young men 
with respect to high school graduation rates. White 
women perform 4 percentage points better than 
white men, while African American, Hispanic, 
Native American and Asian women outperform the 
men in their ethnic groups by 9 percentage points, 
7 percentage points and 2 percentage points, 
respectively. Studies on college attendance rates 
and achievement in college shed a light on an even 
larger gap between women and men. Numerous 
other studies and reports cite similar findings. This 
session will delve into a phenomenon that many 
educational authorities are calling a national crisis, 
especially for young men of color. Attendees will 
acquire a breadth of understanding and knowledge 
pertaining to the challenges that the U.S. faces in 
reversing these negative educational trends and 
learn how to develop strategies to best recruit and 
retain men of color.

Presenter(s): Earlean Wilson Huey, Ujima 
Education Office Coordinator, Oregon State 
University; Carl Thomas, Director, Office of 
Admissions, Oregon Institute of Technology; Dana 
Emerson, Department Chair of Communication, 
Linn Benton Community College, Oregon 

F3. College Board and Common 
Core Alignment 
The College Board has been a strong advocate 
for and played an active role in the development 
of the Common Core State Standards. As part of 
this collaboration, the College Board helped draft 
the standards and helped shape the initiative by 
providing executive guidance on the Common Core 
Advisory Committee. In this session, participants 
will learn how the goal of the Common Core State 
Standards — to establish a common set of rigorous 
expectations to prepare students for college and 
career readiness — strongly reflects the guiding 
missions and values of the College Board, as well 
as of our programs and services.

Presenter(s): David Moniz, Educational Manager, 
K–12, The College Board, San Jose, California

F4. Identifying and Fostering 
Rigorous Instruction in the Classroom 
with SpringBoard® 
In this interactive session, participants will develop 
a clear definition of rigorous instruction and 
leave with the ability to identify and foster that 
instruction in their classrooms. Participants will 
begin by establishing a case for rigor using prior 
knowledge, educational experiences and current 
research. Through personal reflection and group 
discussion, individuals will begin to develop their 
own vision of rigorous instruction and compare/
contrast that vision against research-based 
definitions from the field. Participants will then 
identify elements of rigorous instruction within 
four areas known to improve student achievement. 
The group will have an opportunity to examine 
those elements within a SpringBoard lesson and 
then analyze SpringBoard as a model for rigorous 
instruction. By the end of the session, participants 
will be able to synthesize their experiences into 
a leadership vision of rigorous instruction, take 
away tools for identifying that instruction in the 
classroom and have a firm understanding of what 
it takes to create a culture of college readiness 
for all students.

Presenter(s): Doug Waugh, Senior Director, 
SpringBoard Product Management, The 
College Board, New York; Robert Sheffield, Senior 
Director, SpringBoard Implementation, The College 
Board, New York; Ana Shapiro, SpringBoard Field 
Coach, The College Board, California

Sessions: Monday, Feb. 27, 2012
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F5. Spotlight on States — 
Government Relations in Your Region
Learn what’s happening in your state and in your 
region as it relates to policy and legislation. Learn 
about the role of the College Board in these efforts 
and how you might participate and be involved.  
Participants will acquire the knowledge required 
to utilize the educational policies and current 
legislation in their state and learn how to develop 
strategies to participate in legislation. 

Presenter(s): Kris Zavoli, Senior Director, State 
Government Relations, The College Board, Western 
Regional Office; Terry Whitney, Director, State 
Government Relations, The College Board, Western 
Regional Office

F6. What’s New in AP/AP 
Developments — Updates and  
Future Directions 
Join College Board staff for a discussion on future 
developments in AP designed to help educators 
provide enhanced opportunities to their students.  
Participants will learn about plans to increase 
support for AP teachers and students, and will 
explore forthcoming enhancements to AP courses 
and exams.

Presenter(s): Trevor Packer, Senior Vice 
President, Advanced Placement and College 
Readiness, The College Board, New York 

G1. Becoming a Data Expert and 
Change Agent for Your School 
Participants learn how to access, analyze, 
disaggregate, cross-tabulate and chart longitudinal 
data directly linked to student achievement through 
the use of data sources such as national databases; 
state, district and school report cards; and College 
Board reports. Participants also learn how to 
assess their current programs and services to begin 
the process of developing a data-driven school 
counseling program.

Presenter(s): Vivian Lee, Senior Director, 
NOSCA, Counselor Advocacy Office, The College 
Board, Washington, D.C.

G2. It’s Never Too Early to Begin 
to Create a College-Going Culture 
for All Students 
More and more, research shows that engaging 
students and creating a college-going culture are 
ongoing processes, rather than a pinnacle event 
that students experience during their high school 
years. Creating a college-going culture is a journey 
that needs to begin as early as possible and that 
involves many caring adults in the school and the 
larger community. Panelists will share strategies 

to build a college-going atmosphere that concludes 
with students inspired and ready for learning after 
high school.

Presenter(s): Deanna Jaskolski, Principal, Jim 
Bridger Middle School, Nevada; Misti Taton, 
Principal, James Cashman Middle School, Nevada; 
Kayla Washington, Site Coordinator, Jim Bridger 
Middle School, Communities in Schools, Nevada; 
Musiette McKinney, Assistant Director for 
Educational Talent Search, The Center for Academic 
Enrichment and Outreach, Nevada

G3. Innovation Engineering 
Workshop
Learn about the innovation process the College 
Board is using to create, communicate and 
implement new ideas to meet the needs of our 
constituents. You will get an overview of the 
process, see some examples of ideas that have 
gone through the process, and then participate with 
your colleagues to create new ideas. For purposes 
of this workshop, we’ll focus on an opportunity 
we have identified and lead you through exercises 
designed to help you generate ideas. At the end of 
the session, we’ll brainstorm ways you could apply 
pieces of the Innovation Engineering process to 
your work.

Presenter(s): The College Board’s Innovation 
& Concept Development Team, Virginia: Amy 
Burmeister, Vice President, Innovation & Concept 
Development; Eddie McGlamery, Executive 
Director Innovation & Concept Development; 
Stephanie Cramer, Director, Innovation Concept 
Development; Rani Desai, Senior Business 
Analyst, CRP

4–5:15 p.m. 

H1. Transfer Students Needed: 
Exploring Successful Community 
College Paths to Four-Year  
Institutions 
Compared to community colleges, relatively 
little attention has been paid to the role of 
four-year institutions in creating a more efficient 
transfer pathway. Yet public and private four-year 
institutions are responsible for admitting students 
from community colleges, evaluating and accepting 
course credit, and awarding financial aid. Without 
properly consulting with the institutions that award 
the baccalaureate degree, the transfer process can 
never support the need for an educated citizenry 
who represent the diversity of this nation. Higher 
education leaders participating on this panel 
review the findings from a recently issued College 
Board report that examines the transfer pathway 
from the perspective of the four-year institution. 
In addition, panelists present their assessment of 
the transfer process, the challenges they face — 
institutional, academic and programmatic — in 
serving transfer students. Most important, they 

offer their perspective on the benefits obtained 
by a four-year institution that demonstrate how 
community college students are an essential part of 
its campus community.

Presenter(s): Barbara Edwards, Assistant Vice 
Chancellor for Enrollment Management, University 
of Colorado, Denver; Daniel L. Nannini, Transfer 
Center Faculty Leader, Santa Monica College, 
California; Paul Miller, Senior Assistant Director, 
Transfer Recruitment, The University of Arizona

H2. The Road to Enrollment 
Leadership 
This interactive session is designed for enrollment 
professionals who aspire to become leaders in the 
field. Panelists discuss key issues in professional 
development, mentorship, skills development and 
career milestones. The session also addresses the 
complexities of a generational shift in leadership as 
younger professionals move up the career ladder.

Presenter(s): Angel Perez, Vice President and 
Dean, Admission and Financial Aid, Pitzer College, 
California; Jarrid Whitney, Executive Director of 
Admissions and Financial Aid, California Institute of 
Technology; Bob Patterson, Director of Admission, 
Stanford University, California

H3. More Than a Test: SAT and SAT 
Subject Tests™ 
So often people wonder about the value of the SAT 
and SAT Subject Tests™. Are they valid, reliable 
and fair? In this session for admission officers 
and guidance counselors, enrollment leaders and 
College Board staff will examine what the SAT and 
the SAT Subject Tests are and how they are used 
by enrollment professionals to meet an institution’s 
strategic enrollment goals. Participants will review 
the college and university enrollment process, how 
institutions use the SAT, and why it is regarded as a 
consistent, valid and reliable measure of students’ 
academic readiness for college. Participants will 
also explore who the tests serve, how they are 
developed and the SAT’s predictive power. They 
will develop strategies to better leverage these 
assessments to support colleges and universities in 
their enrollment goals and students in their college 
aspirations.

Presenter(s): Yvonne D’Silva, Senior 
Director, SAT, The College Board, New York; 
Keith Todd, Dean of Admission, Reed College, 
Oregon; Eddie Arteaga, Senior Educational 
Manager, Western Region, The College Board; 
Kasey Urquidez, Assistant Vice President of 
Student Affairs and Dean of Admissions, The 
University of Arizona 

Sessions: Monday, Feb. 27, 2012
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H4. Using the College Counseling 
Sourcebook and Technology in the 
Application Process  
For years, high school counselors have told College 
Board staff that most graduate-level counseling 
programs cover college counseling only briefly, 
and some do not cover the subject at all. New 
counselors find themselves thrust into college 
counseling in need of basic facts about college 
admission. In this session, new and experienced 
counselors will learn effective ways to work with 
students, parents and administrators, and will learn 
how to deliver information and advice efficiently 
and effectively. 

Presenter(s): Jeanne Eulberg, Director of 
College Counseling and Guidance Counselor, 
O’Dea High School, Washington; Derrick T. 
Kang, Director of College Counseling, Mid-Pacific 
Institute, Hawaii; Megan Diefenbach, College 
Counselor, Holy Names Academy, Washington

H5. The AVID College Readiness 
System™ 
The AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) 
and College Board programs are natural allies in the 
preparation of students for college readiness and 
success in rigorous academic courses. Fostering 
the interdependence of AVID and AP teachers and 
programs on campus is essential to the college 
readiness preparation of all students. AVID’s system 
of acceleration and support not only prepares 
predominantly low-income and minority students for 
college but is more properly thought of as a catalyst 
for building a college-going culture that permeates 
entire schools and districts. AVID is a schoolwide and 
districtwide approach featuring a college-preparatory 
AVID elective course and rigorous curriculum for 
students that typically includes enrollment in AP/
Pre-AP courses. Participants explore evidence-based 
strategies and methodologies that enable students to 
develop the habits of mind necessary for success in AP 
courses, postsecondary academics and the workplace 
of the future.

Presenter(s): Staff from AVID Center, 
San Diego, California 

H6. Introducing a New 
Comprehensive College Planning 
Website 
The session presents a new student-centered 
online college planning resource, created by the 
College Board in collaboration with the Education 
Conservancy. The site offers a comprehensive 
and innovative experience that helps all students 
aspire, find, connect and enroll in the right college 
that will set them on the path for success in life. 
Through the presentation of site features and 
content, participants learn about new tools created 
to help students and counselors more easily search 
for colleges. They also discover interactive features 
to help overcome major college obstacles, such 
as financial concerns. Participants are encouraged 
to provide feedback on the site throughout the 
presentation and to discuss how they might use the 
site in their school or institution.

Presenter(s): Lloyd Thacker, Executive Director, 
The Education Conservancy, Oregon; Mike Sexton, 
Vice President for Enrollment Management, Santa 
Clara University, California; Roy Ben-Yoseph, 
Executive Director of Online College Planning 
Products, The College Board, Virginia

Sessions: Monday, Feb. 27, 2012
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College Board Membership

EduChina Group
Beijing, Peoples Republic of China 

Universidad Tec Milenio
Monterrey, Mexico 

Seoul Global High School
Seoul, Korea 

Pribadi Bilingual Boarding School
Bandung, Indonesia 

Ernest Manning High School
Calgary, Canada 

Academy of Arts, Careers and Technology
Reno, NV 

Accord Institute of Education Research
Westminster, CA 

Agua Fria Union High School District
Avondale, AZ 

Allied American University
Laguna Hills, CA 

Billings Public Schools
Billings, MT 

Capistrano Connections Academy
Aliso Viejo, CA 

Castle View High School
Castle Rock, CO 

Central Catholic High School
Modesto, CA 

Clearfield High School
Clearfield, UT 

Determined to Succeed
Marina Del Rey, CA 

Elite Element Academy
Honolulu, HI 

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University
Prescott, AZ 

Fountain-Fort Carson High School
Fountain, CO 

Garfield High School
Seattle, WA 

Hacienda La Puente Unified School District
City of Industry, CA 

Highlands High School
North Highlands, CA 

The Hillside School
La Canada Flintridge, CA 

J. M. Weatherwax High School
Aberdeen, WA 

Lake Oswego High School
Lake Oswego, OR 

Liberty Ranch High School
Galt, CA 

Magnolia Science Academy #3
Carson, CA 

Marc and Eva Stern Math and Science School
Los Angeles, CA 

McClintock High School
Tempe, AZ 

Mesa Community College
Mesa, AZ 

Mount Hood Community College
Gresham, OR 

New Designs Charter School of Watts
Los Angeles, CA 

Notre Dame Preparatory
Scottsdale, AZ 

Pacific Collegiate School
Santa Cruz, CA 

Pinewood School
Los Altos, CA 

Pinole Valley High School
Pinole, CA 

Ponderosa High School
Parker, CO 

Rudsdale Continuation High School 
Oakland, CA 

Sammamish High School
Bellevue, WA 

South Anchorage High School
Anchorage, AK 

South Puget Sound Community College
Olympia, WA 

Sparks High School
Sparks, NV 

Tennyson High School
Hayward, CA 

Teton High School
Driggs, ID 

Tolleson Union High School District
Tolleson, AZ 

Vacaville Christian High School
Vacaville, CA 

Village Academy High School
Pomona, CA 

Wheatland Union High School
Wheatland, CA 

Williams Field High School
Gilbert, AZ 

Woodlake Union High School
Woodlake, CA 

Welcome New Members
Please join us in recognizing the following institutions recently welcomed into College Board membership.



In order to receive continuing education units (CEUs) for your participation in the Western Regional Forum 2012 sessions, follow these instructions:

At the end of each eligible session you attend, have the designated College Board staff person stamp or attach a sticker to your worksheet before you leave 
the room. After the forum, total your hours, and either drop off your completed and signed worksheet at the registration desk, fax it to 408-367-1459, or 
mail it to Regional Forum CEUs, The College Board, 2099 Gateway Place, Suite 550, San Jose, CA 95110-1051. Your certificate will be mailed to you at the 
address you indicate below. Please provide all information.

Name:  Home Phone:  

Institution:  Home Address:  

School Address:  Home City, State, ZIP:  

School City, State, ZIP:  Email:  

Signature:  Mail my certificate to  School	  Home

Plenary sessions, meals, membership meetings and assemblies are not eligible for CEU credit.  
Additional workshops not eligible for CEU credit will be noted in the program.

Sunday, Feb. 26, 2012 Session Name Hours CB Stamp/Sticker

9–11:45 a.m. 2.75

9–10:15 a.m. 1.25

10:30–11:45 a.m. 1.25

3–4:15 p.m. 1.25

Monday, Feb. 27, 2012 Session Name Hours CB Stamp/Sticker

9–10:15 a.m. 1.25

2:30–3:45 p.m. 1.25

2:30–5:15 p.m. 2.75

4–5:15 p.m. 1.25

Total hours completed

The College Board has been approved as an authorized provider by the International Association for Continuing Education 
and Training (IACET), 1760 Old Meadow Road, Suite 500, McLean, VA 22102, and may offer CEUs for its programs that 
qualify under the ANSI/IACET Standards, internationally recognized as good standards of practice. One (1) CEU is defined as 
ten contact hours of participation in an organized continuing education experience under responsible sponsorship, capable 
direction, and qualified instruction. (www.iacet.org)

Important: This form must be validated at the end of each session, in the session room. We will not be able to validate this form at any other time.

CEU Attendance Form





To College and Beyond
The College Board’s singular goal is to ensure that students from all 
backgrounds have the opportunity to prepare for, connect to and 
succeed in college. 

Through programs, services, research and advocacy, we continue to serve 
as steadfast champions of equity and excellence in education. 

Because an investment in education is an investment in the future.

©2011 The College Board. 11b-4826

Partner with Us:
Contact us at 866-392-4078 or 
western@collegeboard.org 
to learn more.

Become a Member and Get Involved:
Join: collegeboard.org/membership-western 

Get Involved: http://membership.collegeboard.org/get-involved
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Mark your calendar now!

AP Annual Conference 2012 
Walt Disney World Swan and Dolphin
Lake Buena Vista, FL
July 18–22, 2012

Forum 2012
Fontainebleau Miami Beach Hotel 
Miami, FL
Oct. 24–26, 2012

2013 Western Regional Forum
Los Angeles, CA
Dates are to be determined

Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Summit:  
Educating and Engaging AAPI Students
The Westin Bonaventure Hotel & Suites
Los Angeles, CA
April 25, 2012

A Dream Deferred™: The Future of African American Education
The Westin Bonaventure Hotel & Suites
Los Angeles, CA 
April 26–27, 2012

Native American Student Advocacy Institute (NASAI)
University of California, Los Angeles
Los Angeles, CA
May 22–23, 2012 

Prepárate™: Educating Latinos for the Future of America
Hyatt Regency Miami
Miami, FL
May 31–June 1, 2012

Western Regional Office
2099 Gateway Place, Suite 550
San Jose, CA 95110-1051
866-392-4078
408-367-1459 (Fax)

westernforum.collegeboard.org


