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Welcome
Dear Colleague, 
It is my pleasure to welcome you to the 2012 College Board Midwestern Regional Forum. This gathering 
draws dedicated colleagues from admission, financial aid, counseling and teaching from across the 13 
states of our Midwestern Region to discuss, engage and educate each other, and become re-energized 
for the vital work we do to support students and families in our schools, colleges and universities. To do 
this work well, it is important to take time to gain the enrichment and perspective that come from collegial 
interaction and networking. I’m glad to see so many of you dedicating time to join us at the forum.

Our program has been in the making for nearly a year, thanks to countless hours of brainstorming, planning 
and networking by dedicated members of the Midwestern Regional Program Planning Committee and the 
staff of the College Board. The planning committee is made up of your colleagues, who identify timely topics 
and build a program designed to generate new insights, understanding, dialogue and debate about vital 
issues in our professional work as secondary and postsecondary educators.

Having returned to an extended format over the course of three days, we have more time for interest 
sessions spanning a wide variety of topics, informative and engaging plenary sessions, and to simply 
meet and converse with other attendees to further the dialogue and mission of optimizing our abilities as 
educational professionals. One of the most important purposes of the forum is to provide time to reconnect 
with and be inspired by colleagues and friends from other institutions, as well as to meet new professional 
contacts to broaden our network of trusted partners who share a commitment to guiding students to 
success in higher education. We extend a special welcome to those who are attending the regional forum 
for the first time and applaud your curiosity, motivation and commitment to professional development. Your 
ideas and voice are important and truly welcome in the discussions over the next three days; we hope the 
forum fosters your ongoing involvement in College Board events.

One of the highlights of the forum will be our opening luncheon speaker. Maria Hinojosa has helped tell 
America’s untold stories and brought to light unsung heroes in America and abroad. She serves as the 
anchor and managing editor of her long-running weekly NPR show, Latino USA, and she anchors the Emmy 
Award–winning show Maria Hinojosa: One-on-One on PBS. 

As you make your travel arrangements, please be sure to schedule your departure to allow plenty of time to 
enjoy what will be a provocative and engaging presentation at the closing luncheon. President Sally Mason 
of The University of Iowa has implemented several successful initiatives at her institution during times of 
economic constraint while maintaining the university’s academic standards and commitment to student 
success. This promises to be an exciting presentation with many lessons shared. 

Again this year, the forum is located on the Magnificent Mile at the Chicago Marriott Downtown on 
Michigan Avenue. The Downtown Marriott has easy access to shopping, theater and excellent dining 
options. It is a great privilege to invite you to Chicago to share your expertise, expand your knowledge and 
prepare you to return to your daily challenges with renewed vigor and fresh perspectives. Please join us for 
an outstanding forum in one of America’s greatest cities!

Sincerely,

Jon McGee, Chair-Elect

Vice President for Planning and Public Affairs

College of Saint Benedict/Saint John’s University, St. Joseph, Minn.

 

Mary F. Hill, Chair

Director of College Counseling and Academic Planning

St. Paul Academy and Summit School, St. Paul, Minn.
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Dear Friends and Colleagues, 

Welcome to the 2012 Midwestern Regional Forum, one of the most 
respected, best attended meetings of education professionals 
committed to connecting students to college success. This year’s 
forum provides an unmatched opportunity to join friends, colleagues 
and leaders to help shape the future of education. 

Whether you are a first-time attendee or a long-time participant, 
you’ll be able to take advantage of workshops, strategic discussions, 
shared best practices and the inspirational words of Emmy Award–
winning television news journalist Maria Hinojosa.

Please add your voice to what promises to be a thought-provoking 
program of conversation and learning, diligently developed by the regional council and program 
planning committee. We hope that you will leave the forum feeling enthused, inspired and 
informed with fresh ideas that will enrich your professional lives.

Since I’ll be saying goodbye to the College Board in July, this will be my last round of regional 
forums. However, after 12 years of leading this outstanding organization, I am confident that our 
great tradition of annual gatherings will continue without a hitch. Thank you all for taking the 
time to participate and contributing to this critical effort. In my experience, it’s well worth it. 

Sincerely,

Gaston Caperton
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Dear Colleague, 
Welcome to the 2012 Midwestern Regional Forum! The Midwestern Regional Forum is a unique 
opportunity for educators to share our commitment to quality education, college readiness 
and success.

The program of the annual Midwestern Regional Forum is created by members for members. 
My sincerest appreciation to the Program Planning Committee for an outstanding effort, and to the 
speakers and presenters for volunteering their expertise to create learning opportunities for our 
community of educators.

The Midwestern Regional Forum will highlight the importance of investing in education now and 
focusing our efforts on what works and what matters as it relates to student success. The program 
this year provides insights into best practices that will enhance rigor and a holistic approach to 
education and college readiness, but more importantly, it is a call to action to invest ourselves in our 
students and in our future.

We encourage all attendees to join the Annual Business Meeting, the yearly gathering of the College 
Board membership in the Midwestern Region, on Monday, Feb. 13, at 12:15 p.m. in the Chicago 
Ballroom — Salons D and E.

On behalf of the staff of the College Board and the Midwestern Regional Office, we thank you 
for participating and look forward to engaging with you over the next few days. We believe the 
speakers and program sessions will provide you with useful and insightful information beneficial to 
you professionally, and to the students you serve. 

I encourage you to provide your feedback on our gathering at the conclusion of the forum, which will 
be a great help to the 2013 Regional Forum Program Planning Committee. As always, we value your 
participation, welcome your input, and look for ways to serve you best. 

Sincerely,

Ileana Rodriguez

Vice President

Midwestern Regional Office
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Terra Cooney
Assistant Director, 
Professional 
Development and 
Operations

Rachel DeYoung
Educational Manager, 
K–12 Services

Ted Gardella
Senior Director, 
K–12 Services

Marc Geslani
Educational Manager, 
Higher Education 
Services

Joel Gulko
Senior Educational 
Manager, K–12 Services

Adam Jackson
Regional Associate, 
K–12 Services

Elma Johnson
Director of Regional 
Operations

Rhonda Johnson
Meeting Associate

Penny Kotterman
Director, District & State 
Strategy and Outreach

Leslie Larocca
Senior Director, Higher 
Education Services

Raisa Martin
Regional Associate, 
Higher Education 
Services

Maggie McKenna
Executive Assistant

V. Joyce Moré
Regional Associate, 
Higher Education 
Services

Jill Oakley-Jeppe
Director, K–16 Initiatives 

Christine Perez
Executive Assistant

Jeff Peterson
Director, Government 
Relations

Patricia Renner
Senior Director, 
Government Relations

Paul Schroeder
Senior Educational 
Manager, Higher 
Education Services

Christine Silvis
Educational Manager, 
K–12 Services

Scott Smith
Educational Manager, 
Higher Education 
Services

Sangeetha 
Subramanian
Assistant Educational 
Manager, K–12 Services

JR Treto
Educational Manager, 
K–12 Services

John White
Senior SpringBoard 
Specialist

About the College Board

The College Board is a mission-driven not-for-profit organization that connects students to college 
success and opportunity. Founded in 1900, the College Board was created to expand access to 
higher education. Today, the membership association is made up of more than 5,900 of the world’s 
leading educational institutions and is dedicated to promoting excellence and equity in education. 
Each year, the College Board helps more than seven million students prepare for a successful 
transition to college through programs and services in college readiness and college success 
— including the SAT® and the Advanced Placement Program®. The organization also serves the 
education community through research and advocacy on behalf of students, educators and schools. 

For further information, visit www.collegeboard.org.

Regionally Elected Trustees
Pam Horne
Associate Vice Provost for Enrollment Management 
and Dean of Admissions, Purdue University,  
West Lafayette, Ind.

Arthur Williams
Principal, Ann Arbor Huron High School, 
Ann Arbor, Mich.

Welcome
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Registration

Registration Hours

Sunday  8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Monday 8 a.m.–5 p.m.

Tuesday 8 a.m.–noon

Resource Center
 » Denver/Houston Rooms

While you are at the Midwestern Regional Forum, plan to visit the new College Board 
Resource Center to meet with College Board educational managers. 

If you are a K–12 education professional, an educational manager will be able to 
provide data and reports that will assist you in identifying and exploring individual 
issues that affect your institution’s college readiness rate, including institution data 
on AP®, PSAT/NMSQT®, and SAT®. 

If you are a higher education professional, come learn how you can shape and manage 
your admission funnel using trusted systems and data from the College Board.

You will also have an opportunity to preview SpringBoard, The College Board’s official 
Pre-AP® Program. SpringBoard offers a carefully articulated, engaging, and rigorous 
curriculum for grades 6–12 that provides students with the skills and knowledge 
necessary to compete in the 21st century.

Also available in the Resource Center will be an Internet café, provided free of charge 
to all regional forum attendees.

Resource Center Hours

Sunday 1:30 p.m.–5 p.m.

Monday 8:30 a.m.–5 p.m.

Tuesday 8:30 a.m.–noon 

Voting Privileges
Each College Board member institution is eligible to appoint one delegate to each 
of the three assemblies of the College Board. All delegates are entitled to vote 
in the assembly to which they are appointed and at the Midwestern Regional 
Assembly Annual Business Meeting on Monday. Voting cards are provided in each 
delegate’s registration packet.

Repeat Sessions
Sessions that are offered more than once have (Repeat Session) next to each 
session title.

Certificate of Attendance 
The College Board is an authorized provider of 
the IACET Continuing Education Unit. A CEU 
Attendance Form to verify participation in CEU 
eligible sessions is provided in the back of the 
forum program. At the conclusion of the forum, total your hours, and you may drop 
off your completed and signed Attendance Form at the Registration Desk.

Room Capacity
Seating in session rooms is limited. Due to fire regulations, we must limit the 
attendance at sessions by the designated room capacity. If you arrive at a session 
room where no seating is available, please choose to attend another session.

Floor Plan — 5th Floor

ALCOVE

General Information
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Sunday, Feb. 12

8:30–11:30 a.m.

Data Tools to Support Enrollment 
Planning 
The College Board receives numerous requests each 
year from colleges regarding data to assist in the 
enrollment planning process. This program is designed 
to give enrollment professionals a comprehensive 
view of available College Board data. Participants will 
leave with a reference guide to important national, 
regional and institutional information, as well as 
important links to resources available throughout the 
year. We hope you’ll take advantage of this great 
opportunity to learn how this data can enhance your 
recruitment strategies. 

Presenter(s): Paul Schroeder, Senior Educational 
Manager, Higher Education Services, The College Board, 
IL; Scott Smith, Educational Manager, Higher Education 
Services, The College Board, IL

SAT® Test Center Supervisor Workshop 

This workshop  is a FREE professional development 
opportunity for educators who administer the SAT®. 
Time will be spend on how to best recruit and train 
staff, implement logistics, and create a welcoming 
testing environment. The three-hour session will 
be interactive and will include a discussion of best 
practices — what works for you and how to offer the 
highest-quality testing experience for the students. 

Presenter(s): Representatives from the SAT 
program, College Board Operations and Educational 
Testing Services

Winter Counselor Workshop 
This session is specially designed for counselors to 
provide you with the most up-to-date information on 
the College Board’s programs, products and services.  
Topics will include updates, enhancements, reporting 
changes and tools. 

Presenter(s): Christine Silvis, Educational Manager, 
K-12 Services, The College Board, IL; JR Treto, Educational 
Manager, K-12 Services, The College Board, IL

9:30–11 a.m.

Student Search Service®: Master Class 

Experienced Student Search Service® users are invited 
to attend a new workshop covering overlooked aspects 
of ordering names — from both technical and strategic 
points of view. Please bring your questions and your 
own tips to share in this interactive session. Some of the 
topics that will be covered are:

• Duplicate management across multiple orders and 
across years.

• Understanding the College Board testing cycles and 
emerging national patterns.

• No responses/nonrespondents: Why you’re not 
receiving what you think you’re ordering.

• All student orders and new prospects criteria: Are you 
excluding people you want to contact?

• Volume and estimate counts.
• File layout and hidden gems in the data.
Presenter(s): Marc Geslani, Educational Manager, 
Higher Education Services, The College Board, IL ; Jill 
Oakley-Jeppe, Director, K–16 Initiatives, The College 
Board, OH

10:15–11:30 a.m.

First-Timers’ Session: Introducing the 
College Board
If this is your first time attending the Midwestern Regional 
Forum, or to learn more about the College Board in the 
Midwestern Region, attend this overview of the College 
Board. This session will highlight member services and 
our organizational structure. Participants will have an 
opportunity to meet and interact with the leaders of the 
Midwestern Regional Council. 

11:30 a.m.–noon

Lunch Buffet

Noon–1:30 p.m.

Opening Keynote Speaker:  
Maria Hinojosa

For 25 years, Maria Hinojosa 
has helped tell America’s 
untold stories and brought to 
light unsung heroes in 
America and abroad. She 
serves as the anchor and 
managing editor of her 
long-running weekly NPR 
show, Latino USA, and 

anchors the Emmy Award–winning talk show 
Maria Hinojosa: One-on-One on PBS. Hinojosa has 
won top honors in American journalism including 
multiple Emmys, the Robert F. Kennedy Award for 
Reporting on the Disadvantaged and the Edward R. 
Murrow Award from the Overseas Press Club. In 
2010, she was awarded an honorary degree, Doctor 
of Humane Letters, by DePaul University in Chicago, 
as well as the Sidney Hillman Prize honoring her 
social and economic justice reporting. Hinojosa was 
born in Mexico City, raised in Chicago, and received 
her B.A. from Barnard College. 

2–3:15 p.m.

The AVID College Readiness System™ 

The AVID (Advancement Via Individual Determination) 
and College Board programs are natural allies in the 
preparation of students for college readiness and 
success in rigorous academic courses. AVID’s system of 
acceleration and support not only prepares predominantly 
low-income and minority students for college, but also 
is more properly thought of as a catalyst for building 
a college-going culture that permeates entire schools 
and districts. Participants will explore features of AVID, 
which include enrollment in AP/Pre-AP® courses and 

habits of mind necessary for success in postsecondary 
academics and the future workplace.

Moderator: Phil Garber, Director of Strategic 
Planning and Institutional Effectiveness, Elgin 
Community College, IL

Presenter(s): George Buss, Program Manager, AVID 
Center, IL

Every Teacher as a Writing Teacher: 
Using Source-Based Arguments 
in Curricula 
From the Common State Core Standards to the AP English 
Language and Composition Exam, how students use 
sources to serve an original argument has come to the 
forefront of writing instruction. The synthesis question 
has long been the highest-scoring question on the AP 
English Language Exam, and has impacted areas of 
Pre-AP and other disciplines. Participants will gain an 
understanding of what academic goals the synthesis 
question measures. Participants will also gain knowledge 
of what it means to synthesize sources in the service of 
an original argument, learn how to scaffold instruction to 
introduce synthesis, and recognize ways of implementing 
source-driven arguments across the curriculum.

Presenter(s): Stephen Heller, Member, Development 
Committee for AP English Language and Composition, 
Adlai E. Stevenson High School, IL

Enrollment Management: It’s Not My 
Job, It’s Our Job (Repeat Session) 
From the recruitment of a student who is a good fit 
academically, to the interaction within the student’s course 
of study, to the engagement of recent graduates (e.g., 
alumni services), there is a role for all campus employees 
to assume in supporting their institution’s enrollment 
management (EM) strategy. From hands-on activities 
focused on EM strategies, session attendees will be 
able to apply these techniques utilized by professors, 
administrators and other campus employees at different 
institutions to their institution’s EM plan.

Moderator: Brian Meekin, Associate Director, 
Admissions and Orientation, Ball State University, IN

Presenter(s): Sandy Mencer, Director, Student 
Enrollment Communications Center, Bowling Green 
State University, OH; Dermot Forde, Director, 
Advising Services, Bowling Green State University, OH; 
Martino Harmon, Dean of Students, Rhodes State 
College, OH

We’ve Got You Covered: Veterans 
Education Benefits 
As more and more veterans return for postsecondary 
education, it is important to be up to date on changes 
in the Post-9/11 GI Bill. Participants will analyze 
the various programs for veterans and transferees 
and interpret individual school responsibilities for 
participating in these programs.

Moderator: Jeffrey A. Zahn, Director of Financial 
Aid, St. Norbert College, WI

Presenter(s): Marie George, Veterans Benefits Advisor, 
Department of Veterans Affairs–St. Louis, MO

Sessions: Sunday, Feb. 12, 2012
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A Consumer Approach to Paying for 
College: Practical Insights to Guide 
Families (Repeat Session) 
Given the ever-changing landscape and language of 
financial aid, busy counselors need succinct, practical 
information to explain and share with families. With 
tangible tips and tools, session participants will be able 
to provide advice about saving and paying for college. 
Panelists from Hardwick-Day offer expert advice for those 
who are single parents, members of blended families, 
international students and other groups. An enrollment 
professional offers wisdom on how families make paying 
for college a reality. Come for practical advice and a little 
humor and levity along the way.

Moderator: Mary Hill, Director of College 
Counseling and Academic Planning, St. Paul Academy 
and Summit School, MN

Presenter(s): Carol Stack, Principal, Hardwick-Day, 
MN; Ruth Vedvik, Principal, Hardwick-Day, MN; 
Dave Pardieck, Executive Director of Financial 
Assistance, Bradley University, IL

Grant Writing 101: How to Write a 
Winning Grant Proposal 
With the need to develop more funding streams 
to promote school programs, the ability to write 
and submit successful federal grants has become 
an essential asset for local education agencies. 
This session will break down the general format of 
federal grants, suggest meaningful ways to develop 
compelling arguments, and avoid common pitfalls of 
nonwinning grants. Participants will learn to establish 
a strong need for a project, quality of project services, 
personnel and management plans. Developing clear 
management plans appropriate to a grant will be a 
major highlight of this discussion.

Presenter(s): James K. Lindsay, Director, State and 
District Strategy and Outreach, The College Board, TX; 
Lynn Fell, Senior State and District Response Writer, 
The College Board, GA; Sharnissa Dunlap-Parker, 
College Access Coordinator, Milwaukee Public 
Schools, WI

Guidance and Admission 
Assembly Meeting

Led by the Midwestern Region’s national 
assembly representative, Darnell Heywood, the 
Guidance and Admission Assembly Meeting 
provides a forum to exchange views on issues 
related to providing educational opportunities 
for all students at crucial transition points 
in their lives. Your views and professional 
expertise are key to the College Board mission 
of helping students find a path to college 
opportunity and success. We hope you will join 
us for this interactive session.

3:30–5 p.m.

Reforming a School District Through 
College Readiness 
School districts across the nation, especially large 
urban districts, face the challenge of preparing all 
students for the demands of college. The urgent 
need to improve our nation’s schools demands an 
aggressive response, and to address this need 
the College Readiness System™ division of the 
College Board has launched the District Partnerships 
Program. One of the few national programs of its 
kind, this partnership combines the ongoing work 
of individual school districts with the expertise and 
broader resources of a leading provider of content, 
professional development and college readiness 
assessments. In this session, participants will review 
the program’s development and its past experiences, 
and will develop best practices for districts that want 
to implement a customized three- to five-year road 
map, from diagnostic analysis to moving directly to 
professional development in order to attain improved 
college readiness for all students.

Presenter(s): Rachel Dixon, Senior Director, 
EXCELerator Design, The College Board, FL

Is It Doomsday, or Is It Just Another 
False Alarm? The Economy in 2012 

For years, forecasters have been talking about 
economic trends they predicted would lead to 
economic chaos in higher education. Has that time 
finally come? Participants will discover the most recent 
trends in the economic indicators that drive demand 
for higher education, and will explore whether or not 
some cracks are already appearing in the foundation of 
higher education. 

Moderator: Gary Rold, Dean of Admission, Elmhurst 
College, IL

Presenter(s): Jon McGee, Vice President for 
Planning and Public Affairs, College of Saint Benedict/
Saint John’s University, MN; Brian Zucker, Principal, 
Human Capital Research, IL

Filling Big Shoes — Who’s Next? 
Developing the Next Generation of 
Leaders 
Each profession has its own set of “rock stars” — the 
leaders, the visionaries, those to whom everyone 
responds when they talk. Have you ever wondered 
how they got there and how you can replicate that? 
In this interactive session, professionals who have 
achieved this status will share their how-tos on 
getting there and actions to maintain that success.

Moderator: Earl Dowling, Associate Vice President, 
Office of Enrollment Management, College of DuPage, IL

Presenter(s): Joe Russo, Student Financial 
Strategies Program Director, University of Notre Dame, 
IN; Carolyn Lindley, University Director of Financial 
Aid, Northwestern University, IL; Rick Shipman, 
Director of Financial Aid, Michigan State University, 
MI; Tally Hart, Senior Advisor for Economic Access, 
The Ohio State University, OH; Rod Oto, Associate 
Dean of Admissions, Director of Student Financial 
Services, Carleton College, MN

What Is the College Selection 
Process Doing to American 
Teenagers? 
How effective are advanced college marketing 
techniques at reaching prospective students? An 
expert panel will discuss the following questions: How 
early should colleges contact students? How often are 
contacts made with prospective candidates? What 
methods are being used? Who calls the students? 
What effect are yield events — fly-in programs, merit 
scholarships, etc. — having on high school students 
today? What is it doing to our families before, after 
and during the process? How are these various 
messages from colleges and those conveyed in the 
media affecting today’s high school students?

Moderator: Frank Sachs, Director of College 
Counseling, The Blake School, MN

Presenter(s): Phil Trout, College Counselor, 
Minnetonka High School, MN; Patti Kovacs, College 
Counselor, University of Chicago Laboratory High 
School, IL; Jim Nondorf, Vice President and Dean 
of Admissions, University of Chicago, IL; Debra 
Chermonte, Dean of Admissions & Financial Aid, 
Oberlin College, OH

Paradigm Shift: Changes in Higher 
Education Policy 
As states struggle to balance budgets, institutions of 
higher education are often left with decreased state 
appropriations. All the while, the demands, needs and 
interests of students are increasing. With all of these 
challenges, the expectations for institutions of higher 
education have changed dramatically, and the need for 
proactive advocacy has increased significantly. Join us 
as we hear from elected officials, and national, state 
and campus higher education officials to discuss policy 
shifts happening in higher education and how these 
shifts affect you. Participants will develop strategies for 
advocating for change at the local and state levels to 
achieve desired results.

Presenter(s): George Reid, Executive Director, 
Illinois Board of Higher Education, IL; Larry Isaak, 
President, Midwest Higher Education Compact, MN; 
Mike Boulus, Executive Director, President’s Council, 
State Universities of Michigan, MI; Larry Pogemiller, 
Director of the Office of Higher Education, Minnesota 
Office of Higher Education, MN

Sunday, Feb. 12, 2012
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5–6 p.m.

State Receptions

Join us for refreshments and hors d’oeuvres 
while you converse, meet and reconnect with 
colleagues from your state and the member-
elected leaders from your area who represent 
you on College Board councils and assemblies.

Monday, Feb. 13

9:15–10:30 a.m.

Tearing Down Barriers: Preparing 
Students for AP® — A Local 
Approach 
With a special focus on preparing students for AP, 
attendees of this session will examine how one 
local school district is working to tear down barriers 
to promote equity and access; align the curriculum 
vertically and horizontally; train teachers; analyze data; 
and develop a system of supports for students through 
bridges, blogs and buildingwide programs.

Moderator: Robert Genardo, Director of English and 
Entitlements, J.S. Morton High School District 201, IL

Presenter(s): Anthony Grazzini, Director of Instruction 
for Social Science and Fine Arts, J.S. Morton High School 
District 201, IL; Michael Parrie, Director of Science 
and Assessment, J.S. Morton High School District 201, 
IL; Gina Gamboa, Cicero Berwyn Project Director, NEIU 
Chicago Teachers Center, IL; Michael Kuzniewski, 
Superintendent, J.S. Morton High School District 201, IL

Is It Time for a National 
Clearinghouse for Undergraduate 
Admission? 
It’s impossible to think about the college admission 
process in 2012 without wondering if it’s broken, and 
whether there might be ways to fix it. At the same 
time, it seems apparent that incremental change is 
not likely to solve any of the perceived problems. 
The panelists explore one dramatic solution: A 
national clearinghouse for all undergraduate college 
applications, in which each side gives up some current 
advantage while gaining another it values more highly.

Moderator: Pamela Horne, Assistant Vice President 
for Enrollment, Purdue University, IN

Presenter(s): Jon Boeckenstedt, Associate Vice 
President, DePaul University, IL; Tony Bankston, 
Dean of Admissions, Illinois Wesleyan University, IL; 
Barbara Sams, Director of College Counseling, Saint 
Louis Priory School, MO

It’s All the Same, Only Different: 
Varying Offers of Financial Aid 
The need for financial aid is defined as the difference 
between the total cost of attendance and the expected 
family contribution; eligibility is dependent upon a 
family’s ability to contribute. So why does something 
so definitive become so vague as students receive 
widely varying offers of financial aid from seemingly 
comparable colleges? Why do financial aid offers 
differ and how do you help families understand and 
evaluate these differences? Participants will use 
case studies to review the major differences in need 
analysis (FM and IM), and gain an understanding of 
differing methodologies as well as the financial aid 
policies and funding levels at both public and private 
institutions. Attendees will walk away with the tools 
and strategies to assist families in translating and 
evaluating offers of financial aid.

Moderator: Kristine Butz, Associate Director of 
Financial Aid, Butler University, IN

Presenter(s): Dan Mann, Director of Student Financial 
Aid, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign, IL; 
Marvin Smith, Senior Associate Director of Financial 
Aid Services and Operations, Purdue University, IN; 
Melissa Smurdon, Director of Financial Aid, Butler 
University, IN; Amy Gaffney, Associate Director of 
Student Financial Planning, University of Dubuque, IA

FAFSA Simplification at What Cost? 

The quest to simplify the Free Application for Federal 
Student Aid (FAFSA) and provide low-income families 
greater access to higher education has produced both 
winners and losers along the way. The winners are the 
parents and students who have benefited from skip-logic 
technology and reduced income- and asset-reporting 
requirements. The losers have been the advocates and 
stewards of need-based aid, who have watched the 
federal need analysis formula erode into an eligibility 
index rather than an equitable assessment of a family’s 
financial resources. Through case studies, participants 
will explore how recent changes to federal methodology 
have necessitated a second look at an alternate need 
analysis formula. Participants will gain an understanding 
of the options that allow institutional funds to be awarded 
more fairly and equitably to the neediest students by a 
more precise measurement of a family’s resources. They 
will also discuss the ethical considerations of using an 
alternate need analysis formula.

Moderator: Kathy Ruby, Assistant Vice President for 
Enrollment & Dean of Student Financial Aid, St. Olaf 
College, MN

Presenter(s): Jerry Cebrzynski, Director of Financial 
Aid, Lake Forest College, IL; Craig Slaughter, Director 
of Financial Aid, DePauw University, IN

Who Wants to Be a Counselor? 
Making the Most of Your Lifelines 

Come listen and share stories about “lifelines” in our 
professional world. Often we return from conferences 
with big to-do lists but without any rejuvenation. This 
session will address how busy counselors with full 
lives take care of themselves and each other, while 
strengthening their ability to guide students. Be inspired 
to seek and maintain close professional connections, 
share your “lifelines” and come away with a couple of 
phone numbers of folks to call on your next “rainy day.”

Moderator: Sue Biemeret, College Counselor, Adlai 
E. Stevenson High School, IL

Presenter(s): Renee Bischoff, Associate Director 
of College Counseling, Hawken School, OH; Mandy 
Fountaine, Counselor, Indian Hill High School, OH; 
Kara Ussery, Counselor, Indian Hill High School, 
OH; Jennifer Rifken Fisher, Director of College 
Counseling, University School, OH 

Introducing a New Comprehensive 
College Planning Website 
The session will present the new student-centered 
Online College Planning resource, created by the 
College Board in collaboration with the Education 
Conservancy. The site is a comprehensive and 
innovative online resource that helps all students 
aspire, find, connect, and enroll in the right college that 
sets them on the path for success in life. Participants 
will explore new tools created to help students and 
counselors more easily search for colleges (and find 
the right college fit); analyze various techniques 
employed for engaging students in the site and in 
college planning; and learn how to use the interactive 
features to help with major college obstacles, like 
financial concerns. Participants will also be encouraged 
to provide feedback on the site and discuss how they 
might utilize it in their school or institution.

Presenter(s): Roy Ben-Yoseph, Executive Director of 
Online College Planning Products, The College Board, 
VA; Joyce V. Brown, Senior Consultant, Chicago 
Public Schools, IL Venisa Beasley-Green, Director of 
Counseling, The New Wendell Phillips High School, IL

Rethinking Remediation: Proactive 
Intervention Strategies and Solutions 

Approximately 4 out of 10 students in postsecondary 
education require at least one remedial course (NCES, 
2011) at an estimated cost of $2 billion annually (ECS, 
2010). Policymakers and P–20 practitioners everywhere 
continue to seek out policy and programmatic solutions to 
this costly and challenging obstacle for many students to 
realize college completion. The panel will address the latest 
on this pressing and widespread issue with specific focus 
on a new targeted model of assessing and remediating key 
skills necessary for success in postsecondary education. 
Join us as we explore and dialogue about these, as well as 
other, potential strategies and solutions.

Presenter(s): Saundra Kay King, Assistant Vice 
President of Remediation and Innovation, Ivy Tech 
Community College, IN; Karen Hynick, System 
Director of College Transitions. Minnesota State 
Colleges and University System, MN

Sessions: Sunday, Feb. 12 – Monday, Feb. 13, 2012
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10:45 a.m.–noon

Mailbox, Inbox, Bookshelf: Admission 
and Guidance Professionals Share 
What They Are Reading and Why
Our inboxes, mailboxes and bookshelves are flooded 
with materials. How should we sort through them? 
What takes priority and why? Learn what others are 
reading and hear how they are dealing with the volume. 
During the session, we will share guiding works and 
helpful publications and open the floor for discussion.

Moderator: Darnell Heywood, Co-Director of 
College Counseling, Columbus Academy, OH

Presenter(s): Jennifer Delahunty, Dean of 
Admission, Kenyon College, OH; Jonathan 
Nicholson, Director of College Counseling, 
Breck School, MN; Stephanie Krosnoksy, 
College Counselor, Bexley High School, OH;  
Sandra D. Mosley, District Lead Counselor, 
School for Creative and Performing Arts, OH

Lessons Learned from Making Video 
Lectures and Course Materials 
Available 24/7 (Repeat Session) 
Does posting videos of classroom lectures make a 
difference? Will students go back and watch them? 
Is this something that you can do on your own? For 
the last two years, the presenters have been making 
resources available online, including homework 
assignments, sample tests, answer keys and videos of 
lectures in both AP and non-AP courses. Participants 
will learn how these resources are being made 
available; review an analysis of student usage; hear 
student and teacher reflections; and discover one 
model for doing this in their courses.

Moderator: Mark Daubenmier, Teacher, 
Columbus Academy, OH

Presenter(s): Mark Daubenmier, Teacher, 
Columbus Academy, OH; Dan Olexio, Teacher, 
Columbus Academy, OH

Up, Up and Away: Unbridled Growth 
in Freshman Applications 
In spite of the plateauing of high school graduates, the 
number of applications for college admission continues to 
rise. Students apply to more institutions and the application 
process continues to simplify. The growth in applications 
has influenced both the guidance and admission process, 
making “fit” more difficult to discern and yield more 
challenging to predict and manage. Where will current 
trends take us? What alternatives should we consider? 
Attendees will consider these important issues with two 
experienced enrollment and guidance professionals.

Moderator: Jon McGee, Vice President for Planning 
and Public Affairs, College of Saint Benedict/Saint 
John’s University, MN

Presenter(s): Kent Barnds, Vice President, 
Enrollment, Communication, Planning, Augustana 
College, IL; Joan O’Connell, College Counselor, 
Cretin Derham Hall, MN

Planning Beyond the First Year: 
Finding the Best Financial Fit
Recent economic times and media focus on rising 
tuition rates have pushed college cost to the forefront 
of many conversations regarding college choice. In 
addition, the federal requirement that all schools have 
a net price calculator on their website is impacting 
the way that families evaluate college choice. How 
can we help students to navigate the options while 
balancing both academic and financial fit? What tools 
can you provide to students to compare not only the 
cost of the freshman year, but the potential long-term 
financial impact of their college choice?

Moderator: Angela Yang, Director of Financial Aid 
Operations, Northwestern University, IL

Presenter(s): Frank Palmasani, Guidance 
Counselor, Hinsdale South High School, IL; 
Brian Lindeman, Director, Financial Aid, 
Macalester College, MN

The National School Counselor 
Survey: The Voice of School 
Counselors 
In this session, the results of the first College Board 
Advocacy & Policy Center National School Counselor 
Survey will be shared and discussed. A panel of 
school counselor leaders will share their views on 
important issues raised by the survey and respond to 
the findings, highlighting the implications for school 
counseling training, practice, the college completion 
agenda and the K–12 student college-preparation 
pipeline. Participants will have an opportunity to 
engage in a discussion regarding the findings, explore 
the impact these findings have on school counseling 
today, and develop solutions for getting all students 
college and career ready.

Presenter(s): April Bell, Associate Director, 
The College Board, DC

Academic Assembly Meeting

Led by the Midwestern Region’s national assembly 
representative, Deborah Miller, the Academic 
Assembly Meeting provides a forum to exchange 
views and discuss actions related to providing 
educational opportunities for all students. Your 
views and professional expertise are key to the 
College Board mission of helping students find a 
path to college opportunity and success. We hope 
you will join us for this interactive session.

12:15–2 p.m.

Midwestern Regional Assembly 
(MRA) Annual Business Meeting 
Luncheon and Awards

Presiding Chair: Mary Hill 
Director of College Counseling and 
Academic Planning 
St. Paul Academy and Summit School,  
St. Paul, Minn.

We invite all participants to join the membership 
at the Annual Business Meeting. Individuals will 
be recognized with several awards, including the 
2012 Annual MRA Distinguished Service Award.

2:15–3:30 p.m.

A Consumer Approach to Paying for 
College: Practical Insights to Guide 
Families (Repeat Session) 
Given the ever-changing landscape and language of 
financial aid, busy counselors need succinct, practical 
information to explain and share with families. With 
tangible tips and tools, session participants will be 
able to provide advice about saving and paying for 
college. Panelists from Hardwick-Day offer expert 
advice for those who are single parents, members 
of blended families, international students and other 
groups. An enrollment professional offers wisdom on 
how families make paying for college a reality. Come 
for practical advice and a little humor and levity along 
the way.

Moderator: Mary Hill, Director of College 
Counseling and Academic Planning, St. Paul Academy 
and Summit School, MN

Presenter(s): Carol Stack, Principal, Hardwick-
Day, MN; Ruth Vedvik, Hardwick-Day, MN; Dave 
Pardieck, Executive Director of Financial Assistance, 
Bradley University, IL

Creating Connections: A Case Study 
Between Loyola and AVID in Chicago 
Public Schools 
As a four-year private institution aimed at high-
achieving students, Loyola University has utilized 
its partnership with Chicago Public Schools’ AVID 
sites not only for recruitment purposes but also as an 
outreach to provide underrepresented, minority and 
first-generation middle and high school students the 
information they need regarding the college process. 
This presentation will showcase the benefits of such 
partnerships and their mutually effective outcomes. 
Forum attendees will learn how to provide college 
experiences for secondary students that create an 
understanding of what college is truly like.

Moderator: Kimberly Enck, AVID Area Manager, 
Chicago Public Schools, IL

Presenter(s): Adrian DeLeon, AVID Area Manager, 
Chicago Public Schools, IL; Danita Salone, Assistant 
Director of Admissions, Loyola University, IL

Sessions: Monday, Feb. 13, 2012
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Driving the Discussion About 
Campus Climate from an Admission 
Perspective 
Institutions make strategic decisions to shape each 
entering class. Is your campus positioned to provide 
services and create a welcoming environment for 
those who may not appear to be your traditional 
students? This discussion examines how three 
Midwestern public institutions approach preparing the 
community for a changing student body. The focus is 
on sharing best practices, policy building and lessons 
learned when creating more comfortable and inclusive 
campus communities.

Moderator: Gerald “Jerry” Doyle, Vice Provost 
for Student Access, Success and Diversity Initiatives, 
Illinois Institute of Technology, IL

Presenter(s): Lisa Jones-Harris, Vice President, 
Student Affairs, Henry Ford Community College, MI; 
Damon Williams, Vice Provost for Diversity and 
Climate, University of Wisconsin-Madison, WI; Michael 
Barron, Assistant Provost for Enrollment Management 
and Director of Admissions, University of Iowa, IA

The (Net) Price Is Right: What’s 
Next in a World with the Net Price 
Calculator? 
Even a few short years ago, it would have been 
difficult to imagine a world where students and their 
families could calculate the actual price to attend 
college and choose the one that best fit the price they 
were willing to pay. As of October 2011, all colleges 
must provide a net price calculator (NPC)  to help 
students estimate their net price. Heralded as the 
new wave of transparency, the NPC has the potential 
to change student college decision-making behavior. 
This session reviews the role of NPCs in college and 
financial planning against the realities of changing aid 
strategies and costs. Panelists share best practices 
and how to help students and their families make 
sense of this new tool.

Presenter(s): Corey Sjoquist, Assistant Director 
of Admissions/ Coordinator of High School 
Relations, University of Wisconsin-La Crosse, WI; 
Jennifer Machacek, Associate Dean of Admissions, 
Marquette University, WI; Kathy Pivonka, College 
Advisor, Cathedral High School, IN; Frank Palmasani, 
Hinsdale Township South High School, IL

More Than a Test: SAT and SAT 
Subject Tests™ 
So often people wonder what is the value of the SAT 
and SAT Subject Tests™? Are they valid, reliable and 
fair? In this session for admission officers and school 
counselors, enrollment leaders and College Board staff 
will examine what the SAT and the SAT Subject Tests 
are and how they are used by enrollment professionals 
to meet an institution’s strategic enrollment goals. 
Participants will review the college and university 
enrollment process, how institutions use the SAT, and 
why it is regarded as a consistent, valid and reliable 
measure of students’ academic readiness for college. 
Participants will also explore who the tests serve and 
how they are developed, and the SAT’s predictive 
power. Participants will develop strategies to better 
leverage these assessments to support colleges and 
universities in their enrollment goals and students in 
their college aspirations.

Presenter(s): Rachelle Hernandez, Associate 
Director of Admissions, University of Minnesota – 
Twin Cities, MN; Yvonne Da Silva, Senior Director, 
SAT Higher Education, The College Board, NY

Perspectives on AP Redesign for 
Enrollment Managers 
This session will review the recent AP Biology redesign 
and AP redesign in general for enrollment management 
and admission leaders. We will discuss how the AP 
curriculum is changing to respond to needs in the new 
century while maintaining its historic charge to offer 
college-level course work in high school. As students 
complete and test redesigned courses, enrollment and 
admission officers may need to review and reconsider 
the qualifications that an AP student brings to their 
decision-making processes. The AP redesign will also 
provide an opportunity to open conversation between 
enrollment leaders and faculty about the efficacy and 
desirability of AP. Many college biology faculties were 
consulted for input and feedback on the new curriculum, 
and college faculty play key roles in supporting AP.

Presenter(s): Domenic Castignetti, Professor and 
Chair, Department of Biology, Loyola University, Chicago; 
Chief Reader, AP Biology; Shari Cohen, Advanced 
Placement Consultant (Biology), The College Board; AP 
Biology Teacher, Homewood-Flossmoor High School, IL

3:45–5 p.m.

Enrollment Management: It’s Not My 
Job, It’s Our Job (Repeat Session) 
From the recruitment of a student who is a good fit 
academically, to the interaction within the student’s course 
of study, to the engagement of recent graduates (e.g., 
alumni services), there is a role for all campus employees 
to assume in supporting their institution’s enrollment 
management (EM) strategy. From hands-on activities 
focused on EM strategies, session attendees will be 
able to apply these techniques utilized by professors, 
administrators and other campus employees at different 
institutions to their institution’s EM plan.

Moderator: Brian Meekin, Associate Director, 
Admissions and Orientation, Ball State University, IN

Presenter(s): Sandy Mencer, Director, Student 
Enrollment Communications Center, Bowling Green 
State University, OH; Dermot Forde, Director, Advising 
Services, Bowling Green State University, OH; Martino 
Harmon, Dean of Students, Rhodes State College, OH

AP: A Program, Not a Course 
Chicago Public Schools (CPS) teachers have been 
provided with ongoing professional development 
to support AP programming. Educators participate 
in hands-on activities where they explore data and 
share ideas while implementing practices that 
support improving student outcomes and department 
development. Participants examine techniques and 
strategies that support improving student achievement 
and enhance department involvement with the goal 
of strengthening AP. They learn how CPS supports AP 
though professional development, vertical teaming, 
parent involvement, course alignment, onboard 
administration and proper course sequencing. 
Participants review the critical element of vertical 
alignment and how it supports sustainability of AP 
programs. It should be noted that CPS was recognized 

in 2011 as a district that is not only providing 
increased access to AP courses, but also seeing gains 
in performance on AP Exams.

Moderator: Mark Klimesh, Director of Advanced 
Placement, Chicago Public Schools, IL

Presenter(s): Karlen Lusbourgh, AP Project 
Coordinator, Chicago Public Schools, IL

New Pathways to the Same Degree
More students enroll in community colleges each year 
than any other type of college or university, but their 
path to a bachelor’s degree is not always smooth, 
and it’s not completed as often as it should be. This 
session highlights ways in which four-year colleges and 
universities are working with the community colleges 
via partnerships and agreements to benefit students. 
The session will also demonstrate ways in which 
colleges are actively becoming more “transfer friendly.”

Moderator: Adele Brumfield, Director of 
Undergraduate Admissions and Recruitment, 
University of Wisconsin-Madison, WI

Presenter(s): Lois Bishop, Director of Community 
College Partnerships, DePaul University, IL; Jennifer 
Smolnicky, Director of Transfer Enrollment, 
Valparaiso University, IN; Judith Marwick, Provost, 
William Rainey Harper College, IL

Current Trends in the College 
Admission Process:  
A Candid Conversation
Presenters will provide an overview of the admission 
process today from a college’s perspective. Topics to 
be discussed include the changing nature of admission, 
recruitment, applications, and the effect that self-
reported applications, the growing and expanded use 
of the Common Application (with its supplements), and 
the growing trend toward transfers or delayed entry are 
having on today’s world of college admission.

Moderator: Frank Sachs, Director of College 
Counseling, The Blake School, MN

Presenter(s): Ric Bischoff, Vice President for 
Enrollment Management, Case Western Reserve 
University, OH; Sally Lindsley, Senior Associate 
Director of Processing, University of Michigan, 
MI; Paul Thiboutot, Vice President and Dean 
of Admissions & Financial Aid, Carleton College, 
MN; Marc Harding, Director of Admissions and 
Enrollment Services, Iowa State University, IA

Sessions: Monday, Feb. 13, 2012
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Identifying and Fostering Rigorous 
Instruction in the Classroom 
In this interactive session, participants will develop a 
clear definition of rigorous instruction and leave with 
the ability to identify and foster that instruction in their 
classrooms. Participants will begin by establishing a case 
for rigor using prior knowledge, educational experiences 
and current research. Through personal reflection and 
group discussion, individuals will begin to develop their 
own vision of rigorous instruction and compare/contrast 
that vision against research-based definitions from the 
field. Participants will then identify elements of rigorous 
instruction within four areas known to improve student 
achievement. The group will have an opportunity to 
examine those elements within a SpringBoard® lesson 
and then analyze SpringBoard as a model for rigorous 
instruction. By the end of the session, participants will 
be able to synthesize their experiences into a leadership 
vision of rigorous instruction, take away tools for 
identifying that instruction in the classroom, and have a 
firm understanding of what it takes to create a culture of 
college readiness for all students.

Presenter(s): Douglas Waugh, Senior Director, 
Product Management, The College Board, NY; 
Gary Brady, Assistant Principal, Strawberry Crest 
Hillsborough County, FL

Latino College Completion 
Last fall the College Board released The College 
Completion Agenda 2011 Progress Report: Latino 
Edition; State Policy Guide; A Research and 
Context Brief ; and an interactive website aimed at 
providing the best data and policies for increasing 
college completion rates among this important 
demographic. The Latino edition is based on 
the 10 recommendations issued in 2008 by the 
Commission on Access, Admissions and Success in 
Higher Education. State legislators, policymakers 
and educators play a large part in advancing each 
recommendation. Participants will explore the 
highlights of the 10 recommendations and will review 
Latino progress for each indicator. The session will end 
with participants sharing national, regional and local 
strategies to increase the college completion rates of 
Latino/a students in the U.S.

Moderator: Jim Montoya, Vice President, 
Relationship Development, The College Board, NY 

Presenter(s): John Lee, Policy Director, Advocacy & 
Policy Center, The College Board, NY

College Scholarship Service 
Assembly Meeting

Led by the Midwestern Region’s national 
assembly representative, Kristine Butz, the 
College Scholarship Service Assembly Meeting 
provides a forum to exchange views on helping 
students and families prepare to meet the costs 
of postsecondary education and to support 
institutions to efficiently administer financial aid 
programs. Your views and professional expertise 
are key to the College Board mission of helping 
students find a path to college opportunity 
and success. We hope you will join us for this 
interactive session.

5 p.m.

Dinner on Your Own

Tuesday, Feb. 14

9–10:15 a.m.

Getting Back in the Ring: Building 
Professional Resiliency 
Frontline professionals, whether they are in admission, 
financial aid or your one-stop center, are faced with 
what can seem like an increasingly hostile work 
environment. How do you maintain staff morale in 
the face of all those aggressive calls from parents 
and students? What is the best way to respond 
when students email your college president directly 
with their concerns rather than following up with 
the appropriate office? Are there best practices for 
retaining staff who may view their work as a thankless 
job? Learn how departments around campus at DePaul 
University collaborated to build empathy for the 
stressed/distressed student in an effort to help their 
personnel stay energized and appreciated despite the 
combative atmosphere of higher ed aid today.

Presenter(s): Art Munin, Assistant Dean of 
Students, DePaul University, IL; Jeffrey Lanfear, 
Assistant Vice President, Student Advocacy, DePaul 
University, IL; Paula Hanley, Director of DePaul 
Central, DePaul University, IL

Lessons Learned from Making Video 
Lectures and Course Materials 
Available 24/7 (Repeat Session) 
Does posting videos of classroom lectures make a 
difference? Will students go back and watch them? 
Is this something that you can do on your own? For 
the last two years, the presenters have been making 
resources available online, including homework 
assignments, sample tests, answer keys and videos of 
lectures in both AP and non-AP courses. Participants 
will learn how these resources are being made 
available; review an analysis of student usage; hear 
student and teacher reflections; and discover one 
model for doing this in their courses.

Moderator: Mark Daubenmier, Teacher, 
Columbus Academy, OH

Presenter(s): Mark Daubenmier, Teacher, 
Columbus Academy, OH; Dan Olexio, Teacher, 
Columbus Academy, OH

It’s a Small World: Recruiting and 
Serving International Students 
Colleges across the country have committed new 
resources to international student recruitment, both 
to reach enrollment goals and to culturally enrich the 
undergraduate experience. Those efforts often yield 
mixed results. Success requires not only well-planned 
and integrated recruitment and financial aid strategies 
but also well-planned programming after students 

arrive. What recruitment strategies work best? What 
kinds of services must we provide to international 
students after they enroll? Participants will evaluate the 
elements of successful enrollment strategies as well as 
postmatriculation program strategies designed to ensure 
that international students have successful experiences 
as enrolled students.

Moderator: Jon McGee, Vice President for Planning 
and Public Affairs, College of Saint Benedict/Saint 
John’s University, MN

Presenter(s): Paul Hofmann, Director, Center 
for International Programs, Bowling Green State 
University, OH; Alex Schleper, Director, International 
Student Program Office, College of Saint Benedict/ 
Saint John’s University, MN

The Student-Athlete: Recruitment, 
College Choice and Predictors of 
Academic Success 
Student-athletes must consider numerous factors 
when making their college selection. What factors do 
they consider when choosing a college, and how do 
they feel about their choice? Additionally, what factors 
predict success in college for student-athletes? This 
session will give participants from all sectors a look 
into the process of athletic recruitment and student 
decision making, student satisfaction with their 
choice, and predictors of college success.

Moderator: Stephanie Krosnosky, College 
Counselor, Bexley High School, OH

Presenter(s): Todd Petr, Managing Director of 
Research, National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA), IN; Thomas Paskus, Principal Research 
Scientist, National Collegiate Athletic Association 
(NCAA), IN; Annie Kearns, Research Consultant, 
National Collegiate Athletic Association (NCAA), IL

AP Developments — Updates and 
Future Directions
Join College Board staff for a discussion on future 
developments in AP designed to help educators 
provide enhanced opportunities to their students. 
Participants will learn about plans to increase 
support for AP teachers and students and will explore 
forthcoming enhancements to AP courses and exams.

Presenter(s): Mark Cavone, Executive Director, 
Business Management, Advanced Placement, The 
College Board, NY

Sessions: Monday, Feb. 13 – Tuesday, Feb. 14, 2012
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10:30–11:45 a.m.

Community College Enrollment: Part 
of an Education Financing Plan
With the rising cost of the traditional four-year public 
and private colleges and universities, many families 
are looking for alternative ways to pay for college. 
Community colleges tend to be less expensive and, 
for the student who may not be able to attend college 
because of cost, this just might be the ticket. This 
session will explore how attendance at a community 
college for the first two years is emerging as more of a 
financial choice than an academic option. 

Moderator: Leslie Middleton, Assistant Director of 
Financial Aid, Butler University, IN

Presenter(s): Earl Dowling, Associate Vice 
President, Office of Enrollment Management, College 
of DuPage, IL; Angela K Johnson, Executive Director 
Enrollment Operations and Student Financial Aid, 
Cuyahoga Community College, OH

 

I’d Love to Tell You About … But I 
Need Your Help With 
This is an idea/best practice sharing session. Come 
prepared to share some tips and ask for help in areas 
where you feel the collective wisdom of others could 
help you do your job. This collaborative session will be 
as strong as the folks who choose to come and share. 
We all bring strengths to the table; let’s go into this 
session prepared to take home some new ideas!

Moderator: Darnell Heywood, Co-Director of 
College Counseling, Columbus Academy, OH

Presenter(s): Andrea Hays, Director of College 
Counseling, Hawken School, OH

The Midwestern Educational 
Landscape: 13 States in 75 Minutes
Throughout the Midwest, the educational climate 
continues to be redefined. Each state faces a variety 
of challenges (budget reductions, political interests, 
changing leadership, etc.). In this session, members of 
the State Government Relations team will provide a 
state-by-state overview of each of the 13 Midwestern 
Region states. This session will be highly informative 
and will include a plethora of information that will touch 
upon K–12 and higher education institutions.

Presenter(s): Tricia Renner, Senior Director, State 
Government Relations, The College Board, OH; Jeff 
Peterson, Director, State Government Relations, The 
College Board, MN

The Next Generation of Admission 
Leaders 
Where are all the admission professionals in their 
30s? How are generational trends affecting admission 
careers? In this session, three “30-something” 
admission directors will talk about their career 
paths and how their institutions make hiring and 
advancement decisions. Ideas regarding succession 
plans and ways to grow and retain gifted staff will be 
discussed. From these discussions, supervisors will 
acquire techniques for developing staff members into 
future leaders while rising admission professionals 
will gain insight on career advancement.

Moderator: Tammy Cloutier, Associate Director of 
Outreach and Recruitment Undergraduate Admissions 
and First Year Experience, The Ohio State University, OH

Presenter(s): Clint Chapman, Director of Admission, 
William Jewell College, MO; Erica Sanders, 
Managing Director, Undergraduate Admissions, 
University of Michigan, MI; Omar Correa, 
Vice President of Enrollment Management,  
Monmouth College, IL

Education Pays: Getting Out the 
Message Early and Often 
Why is postsecondary education so important to the 
nation’s well-being? This session will highlight the 
personal and societal benefits of higher education 
and will shed light on the persistent disparities in 
participation. It will also explore the question: If 
students and parents received compelling messages 
about the benefits of education, would it change 
their aspirations and college-planning behaviors? 
Presenters and participants will share successful state 
and local models for engaging parents through early 
information and sustaining their involvement through 
planning for college.

Presenter(s): Kathleen Little, Senior Adviser, 
Student Aid Policy, The College Board

Educational Experience of Young 
Men of Color 
It is becoming increasingly clear that boys, and 
particularly boys of color, are falling behind in 
education attainment. Yet, if President Obama’s goal of 
making the United States No. 1 in degree completion 
by 2020 is to be achieved, then we will need to ensure 
that larger percentages of our students succeed. This 
session will outline the challenges facing young men 
of color, including low high school graduation rates, 
low college enrollment rates and high incarceration 
rates. We will also show how and why many of these 
students are succeeding. Participants will develop best 
practices to support students effectively to achieve 
educational success.

Presenter(s): James Moore, Professor and 
Director of Todd Anthony Bell Resource Center, The 
Ohio State University, OH; John Lee, Policy Director, 
Advocacy & Policy Center, The College Board, NY; 
Ron Williams, Vice President, Community College 
Initiatives, The College Board, DC

Noon–2 p.m.

Closing Keynote Luncheon and 
Speaker: Sally Mason, President, 
The University of Iowa

Sally Mason currently serves as the 20th 
president of The University of Iowa where 
she has led the implementation of several 
initiatives, including a student success initiative  
to increase student retention, and expansion of 
partnership agreements with Iowa’s community 
colleges to expand the offerings of UI degrees 
throughout the state. Under Mason’s leadership, 
UI has successfully weathered major budget 
cuts during the recent economic crisis with 
careful planning, strategic prioritization and 
increased efficiency. This was accomplished 
while maintaining an affordable and accessible 
education for students. The daughter of an 
immigrant family and the first child to attend 
college, Mason received her B.A. in zoology 
from The University of Kentucky in 1972, her 
M.S. from Purdue University in 1974, and her 
Ph.D. in cellular, molecular and developmental 
biology from The University of Arizona in 1978. 
She subsequently spent two years at Indiana 
University in Bloomington doing postdoctoral 
research before joining The University of Kansas 
in 1981. Mason continues to contribute to the 
science community by chairing the National 
Medal of Science Selection Committee and other 
science organizations.

Sessions: Tuesday, Feb. 14, 2012



In order to receive continuing education units (CEUs) for your participation in the 2012 Midwestern Regional Forum sessions, follow these instructions.

At the end of each eligible session you attend, please write in the name of the session and have the designated College Board staff person attach a sticker 
to your worksheet before you leave the room. After the conference, total your hours, and either drop off your completed and signed worksheet at the 
College Board Registration Desk, or mail it to the Midwestern Regional Office, The College Board, 8700 West Bryn Mawr Avenue, Suite 900N, Chicago, 
IL 60631-3512. Your certificate will be mailed to you at the address you indicate below. Please provide all information:

Name: Home Phone:

Institution: Home Address:

School Address: Home City, State, ZIP:

School City, State, ZIP: Email:

Signature: Mail my certificate to   School   Home

Plenary sessions, meals, membership meetings and assemblies are not eligible for CEU credit.  
Additional workshops not eligible for CEU credit will be noted in the program.

Sunday, Feb. 12, 2012 Session Name Hours CB Stamp/Sticker

8:30–11:30 a.m. 3.00

9:30–11:00 a.m. 1.5

2–3:15 p.m. 1.25

3:30–5 p.m. 1.50

Monday, Feb. 13, 2012 Session Name Hours CB Stamp/Sticker

9:15–10:30 a.m. 1.25

10:45 a.m.–noon 1.25

2:15–3:30 p.m. 1.25

3:45–5 p.m. 1.25

Tuesday, Feb. 14, 2012 Session Name Hours CB Stamp/Sticker

9–10:15 a.m. 1.25

10:30–11:45 a.m. 1.25

Total hours completed

The College Board has been approved as an authorized provider by the International Associate for Continuing Education 
and Training (IACET), 1760 Old Meadow Road, Suite 500, McLean, VA 22102, and may offer CEUs for its programs that 
qualify under the ANSI/IACET Standards, internationally recognized as good standards of practice. One (1) CEU is defined 
as 10 contact hours of participation in an organized continuing education experience under responsible sponsorship, 
capable direction and qualified instruction. Per IACET guidelines, based on the total of hours completed, anything 0.5 
hours or above will be rounded up and anything below 0.5 will be rounded down. (www.iacet.org) 

Important: This form must be validated at the end of each session, in the session room. We will not be able to validate this form at any other time.

CEU Attendance Form





To College and Beyond
The College Board’s singular goal is to ensure that students from all 
backgrounds have the opportunity to prepare for, connect to and 
succeed in college. 

Through programs, services, research and advocacy, we continue to serve 
as steadfast champions of equity and excellence in education. 

Because an investment in education is an investment in the future.

©2011 The College Board. 11b-4826

Partner with Us:
Contact us at 866-392-4086 or 
midwest@collegeboard.org 
to learn more.

Become a Member and Get Involved:
Join: collegeboard.org/membership-midwestern 

Get Involved: http://membership.collegeboard.org/get-involved

11b_4826_RF_ProgramBook_Ads_2.indd   4 12/9/11   12:05 PM

11b-4510



Investing in Education:
A Call to Action

11b-4510

Mark your calendar now!

AP Annual Conference 2012 
Walt Disney World Swan and Dolphin
Lake Buena Vista, FL
July 18–22, 2012

Forum 2012
Fontainebleau Miami Beach Hotel 
Miami, FL
Oct. 24–26, 2012

2013 Midwestern Regional Forum
To Be Announced
Feb. 10–12, 2013

Asian American and Pacific Islander (AAPI) Summit:  
Educating and Engaging AAPI Students
The Westin Bonaventure Hotel & Suites
Los Angeles, CA
April 25, 2012

A Dream Deferred™: The Future of African American Education
The Westin Bonaventure Hotel & Suites
Los Angeles, CA 
April 26–27, 2012

The Native American Student Advocacy Institute (NASAI)
The University of California, Los Angeles
Los Angeles, CA
May 22–23, 2012 

Prepárate™: Educating Latinos for the Future of America
Hyatt Regency Miami
Miami, FL
May 31–June 1, 2012

Midwestern Regional Office
8700 West Bryn Mawr Avenue
Suite 900N
Chicago, IL 60631-3512
866-392-4086
847-653-4528 (Fax)

midwesternforum.collegeboard.org


