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The College Board 
The College Board is committed to working with educators 
to help propel students into the opportunities they have 
earned. Together, we can encourage students to engage in 
challenging academic course work during high school and 
help them navigate the college-going process. The College 
Board offers a wide array of programs and resources; 
included here are highlights of what’s new for the 2015-16 
school year. 

SAT® Suite of
 
Assessments
 

The College Board is launching new and redesigned tests in fall 2015 
and spring 2016. The redesigned PSAT/NMSQT® and the new PSAT™ 
8/9 — for eighth- and ninth-graders — will launch in October 2015. 
The new PSAT™ 10 — for 10th-graders — will launch in February 
2016, and the redesigned SAT® will launch in March 2016. These tests 
work together as the SAT Suite of Assessments. Closely aligned to 
challenging classroom work, the SAT Suite will focus on the few 
things that evidence shows matter most for college and career 
readiness. The tests will be clearer and more open than any in the 
College Board’s history. Students and teachers will know what is 
covered on the tests. 

collegereadiness.collegeboard.org 

�

https://collegereadiness.collegeboard.org


 

   
  

 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

  
 

 
 

   
 

   
  

  
 

 
 

  
 

 
 

Services for Students
 
with Disabilities
 

New digital test forms: Beginning with the October 2015 
PSAT/NMSQT and the March 2016 SAT, the cassette test form 
will no longer be available. Instead, students taking the SAT, 
PSAT/NMSQT, PSAT 10, or PSAT 8/9 may request one of the 
following options: 

MP3 audio form: Audio version of test, delivered on a flash drive. 
Allows students with reading or visual impairments to listen to 
the test. Students who are currently approved to use a cassette 
will be provided the MP3 audio unless a different accommodation 
is requested. 

Assistive technology compatible form: Digital test form, delivered 
on a flash drive, for use with screen readers and other assistive 
technology. 

� Four-function calculator accommodation: Some students with 
disabilities that impact math calculation may require calculators for 
non-calculator sections. Requests to use a four-function calculator 
should be submitted through SSD Online, and documentation of the 
difficulty with math calculation should be provided. 

� Extra breaks: Students who are approved for extended time will 
also be provided extra breaks between test sections for the SAT, 
PSAT/NMSQT, PSAT 10, or PSAT 8/9. 

� Other SSD changes:There have been some changes with the 
administration of accommodations for the PSAT 10 and the 
PSAT/NMSQT. Beginning in October 2015, a new test format, 
“Regular Print Test Book,” will be available for students who are 
testing with accommodations in the nonstandard room. The Regular 
Print Test Book will be available for the PSAT/NMSQT and the PSAT 
10, but not the PSAT 8/9. Please note that not all students who are 
approved for accommodations will test in the nonstandard room. 

collegeboard.org/ssd 

�

https://collegeboard.org/ssd
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� AP Capstone™: This fall, the College Board’s Advanced Placement 
Program® will launch AP® Research, the second course in the AP 
Capstone program, in over 135 schools worldwide. These schools 
successfully implemented AP Seminar in the 2014-15 school year. In 
year two of the program, AP Capstone will be offered at more than 
225 additional schools. 

� AP Computer Science Principles: Computer science experience 
has become imperative for today’s students and the workforce 
of tomorrow. AP Computer Science Principles, launching in fall 
2016, introduces a more diverse group of students to the essential 
concepts of computer science and challenges students to explore 
how computing and technology can impact the world around them. 
To learn more about how to bring this exciting new course to your 
school, visit collegeboard.org/APCSP. 

� AP Insight — Biology, Chemistry, and World History: This online 
classroom support resource provides formative instruction and 
assessments to help teachers target key misunderstandings. AP 
Insight is available in AP Biology, AP Chemistry, and AP World History 
this year. For more information, visit apinsight.collegeboard.org. 

https://apinsight.collegeboard.org
https://collegeboard.org/APCSP


   
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

   
 
 

 
 
 

 

� Art History:The curriculum framework specifies learning objectives, 
and defines and limits course content to 250 works of art and 
associated contextual information to promote in-depth learning. These 
250 works are foundational exemplars of global artistic traditions 
within 10 content areas. Teachers have the freedom and flexibility to 
tailor instruction to meet the needs and interests of their students, 
and are encouraged to include additional works that they value within 
their individual course content. The course continues to include global 
art content, with an emphasis on diverse artistic traditions. 

� European History:The curriculum framework clearly defines the 
skills, concepts, and themes assessed on the exam. Teachers have 
the flexibility to choose topics to explore in greater or lesser depth; 
students have the flexibility to draw on different historical examples on 
the exam. On the redesigned exam, all multiple-choice questions will 
focus on students’ ability to reason about different types of historical 
evidence. New short-answer questions have been added that ask 
students to respond to historical source material and questions. 

collegeboard.org/share-ap 

https://www.collegeboard.org/share-ap
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Access to Opportunity™ is a set of targeted initiatives designed to 
identify and break down barriers that prevent students — particularly 
low-income, first-generation, rural, African American, Latino, and 
Native American students — from taking challenging course work. Its 
ultimate goal is to increase the number of underrepresented students 
who are applying to, enrolling in, and succeeding in colleges that are 
the best academic, social, and financial fit. Our mission is to help all 
students make the most of the opportunities they’ve earned. 

Starting from a strong evidence base, Access to Opportunity™
 
confronts these barriers by encouraging students to:
 

• Engage in challenging course work offered in Advanced 

Placement® or other advanced courses.
 

• Reduce gaps in information regarding college planning and 

financial assistance.
 

• Apply to and enroll in a college that best meets their academic,
financial, and social needs.

• Ultimately attain a postsecondary degree.

� All In:The All In campaign focuses on ensuring that all African 
American, Latino, and Native American students with potential to 
succeed in an AP course have the opportunity to participate in AP. 
We know that you, too, are committed to equality and helping all 
students achieve at a higher level. This is a tremendous opportunity 
for you to help by joining the College Board’s All In campaign. 

� Virtual Advising:This pilot program allows students to receive 
ongoing support and information from an assigned  counselor to 
prepare them for the road to college. Students are invited to register 
for and participate in the program. Over 1,300 high-ability, low- and 
moderate-income students have signed up. 



   
 
 

  

   
 

 
 
 

 

  
 

 
 

   
 
 
 

 
  

 

� SMS Texting Pilot:The first ever texting pilot at the College Board, 
targeting the class of 2016. Students are invited via direct mail and 
email to receive text messages on all areas of the college planning 
process, from important application deadlines to FAFSA and building 
their CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE®. 

� Apply to 4 or More™: A national effort to help every student prepare 
for and succeed in college and career opportunities. Through direct 
mail, email, and other communications to students, it aims to 
increase the number and quality of college applications. Additionally, 
4 or More™ provides critical resources and training to mobilize school 
counselors and help them deliver opportunity to all college-ready 
students. 

� Why Not Us?: In partnership with Roadtrip Nation, the College 
Board developed a documentary that follows four first-generation 
students on the road to self-discovery. A dedicated landing page 
(CBWhyNotUs.org) houses a promotional trailer, companion viewing 
guide, and full documentary. 

� Realize Your College Potential: A student outreach pilot initiative 
that sends packets of customized college information and college 
application fee waivers to high-achieving, low-income high school 
seniors. Students receive follow-up support about how to plan for 
college and complete applications, as well as information on FAFSA 
deadlines and how to enroll. 

collegeboard.org/opportunity 

http://CBWhyNotUs.org
https://collegeboard.org/opportunity
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Study Tools: The ACCUPLACER® Web-based study app is now free for 
all students. Encourage students to order this study tool to become 
familiar with the style and content of questions in ACCUPLACER 
tests. The study app features interactive practice tests in Arithmetic, 
Elementary Algebra, College-Level Math, Reading Comprehension, 
and Sentence Skills, as well as: 

• Sample tests that help students experience the types of questions
to be asked on test day

• “Learn As You Go,” which provides immediate feedback after each
question is submitted and includes an explanation for the correct
response

• The ability to save work in progress, and resume practicing at a
later time

• The opportunity for students to review their score history to
identify areas of strength and weakness

Students can access the app from a computer, tablet, or smartphone. 
The ACCUPLACER study app is available to all students worldwide. 

Students in Texas can get the free TSI Assessment Web-based study 
app. Students in North Carolina can get the free NC DAP Assessment 
Web-based study app. 

Get the free app today by visiting store.collegeboard.org. 

accuplacer.collegeboard.org 

© 2015 The College Board. College Board, ACCUPLACER, Advanced Placement, Advanced Placement 
Program, AP, CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE, SAT, and the acorn logo are registered trademarks of the 
College Board. Access to Opportunity, AP Capstone, 4 or More, and PSAT are trademarks owned by 
the College Board. PSAT/NMSQT is a registered trademark of the College Board and National Merit 
Scholarship Corporation. All other products and services may be trademarks of their respective 
owners. Visit the College Board on the Web: www.collegeboard.org. 
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