
Welcome to the Fall Counselor Workshop 
Webinar

Reminder: This webinar is 
specifically designed for 
counselors with 2 years or 
less of high school 
counseling experience
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The important roles of school counselors

 Leaders

 Collaborators

 Coaches (Academic, Social and Emotional)

 Visionaries

 Dream Shapers

 Student Advocates 



This study indicates that lower-income students are more likely to single out 

high school counselors as “very influential.”

Complexity in College Admission: The Barriers Between Aspirations and 

Enrollment for Lower-Income Students

High School Counselors





™





ReadiStep, PSAT/NMSQT and the SAT work together to help your students 
measure their college and career readiness and work on areas for 
improvement.

 Integrated assessments 

 Systematically and progressively measure critical skills acquired in the 
classroom and necessary for success in college and career

 Reading

 Writing

 Mathematics

 Identify areas for improvement 



 SAT Subject Tests are also available for grades 9 -12* 

 Fee Waivers are available for eligible students

~ Fall ~

ReadiStep

October 16 -30

8th and 9th

Grades

PSAT/NMSQT

October 16

October 19

10th and 11th

Grades

SAT

October 5

November 2

December 7

11th and 12th

Grades

Scholarship 

opportunity –

Encourage 

juniors to 

sign up!

Early admissions 

require early testing 

– Remind seniors to 

sign up!

* Visit sat.org for more info and dates



• Has everything you will need to 

know about the PSAT/NMSQT

• Pages 9-11 give succinct 

descriptions of each section of the 

exam

• Page 22 provides an excellent 

description of the National Merit 

Scholarship Corporation and the 

various scholarships



®

Students Educators

Prepare for the SAT®

Plan for college and 

careers

Enter scholarships and 

recognition competitions

Understand skill strengths 

and weaknesses

Connect with universities 

and other higher education 

institutions

Customized SAT study 

plan through My College 

QuickStart

Increase access to AP®

courses

Identify skill strengths 

and weaknesses

Collect and utilize valuable 

data

Inform students, parents

and colleagues

Prepare students for the 

SAT essay



 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying Test

• Co-sponsored by the College Board and the National Merit Scholarship 

Corporation

 Measures critical thinking skills important for college and career success

• Critical Reading

• Mathematics

• Writing Skills

 Administered by high schools in October

• Approximately 3.5 million students take the test each year

• 44% are 11th-grade students; 56% are10th-grade and younger students

®



 The PSAT/NMSQT is a school-based test

 Comprised of five separately timed sections:

 2 Critical Reading

 2 Mathematics

 1 Writing Skills

 Critical Reading, Mathematics and Writing Skills scores are on a 20-80 
scale

®



Critical Reading

Two 25-minute sections 

48 questions total :

- 13 sentence completion

- 35 passage based reading

Mathematics

Two 25-minute sections

38 questions total:

- 28 multiple choice     

- 10 student produced response

Writing Skills

One 30-minute section

39 questions total:

- 20 improving sentences

- 14 identifying sentence errors

- 5 improving paragraphs

®



Here are some questions you may want to ask on your campus:

 Who is PSAT/NMSQT
®

coordinator on our campus?

 What role will I play, if any, in the administration?

 How do we return the student score reports to the students?

 Do we have a faculty session for test interpretation?

 Do we have a parent‘s session for test interpretation?

®



• Provides everything you need to 

know to help students.

• Required Identifying Information and 

test-taker photos on Page 12.

• SAT Score Reports and Reporting 

Services on Page 18.

• Free resources for preparation on      

Page 7.



 Is offered seven times a year in the United States and six times at 

international sites

 Takes three hours and 45 minute

 Score range on each section is 200-800

 Consists of 10 separately timed sections: 

 Three sections test critical reading (70 minutes total) 

 Three sections test mathematics (70 minutes total) 

 Three sections test writing (60 minutes total) 

 One variable (unscored) section tests critical reading, mathematics, or 

writing (25 minutes total) 

http://professionals.collegeboard.com/testing/sat-reasoning/register/test-dates


 QOTD Available via the 

following:

 Twitter @SATQuestion

 Free mobile app for 

iPhone, iPad and iPod

 sat.org/qotd

 Email subscription no longer 

available



 New! Students can upload registration photos directly from FaceBook

Tips for helping students avoid pitfalls:

 Encourage students to carefully read through the SAT photo requirements 

 Let students know that they are responsible for ensuring that their photo 

meets the requirements:

 Successful upload of a photo does not indicate that the photo is acceptable for 

test day

 Admission Tickets with photos that do not meet the requirements and cannot be 

easily recognized as the test-taker cannot be accepted

Students may make updates to their admission ticket photo or personal information 

(name, date of birth, high school or gender) after registering by contacting Customer 

Service no later than the Friday 8 days prior to their test date, by 8 p.m. ET. No 

changes may be made after that time.

http://sat.collegeboard.org/register/photo-requirements
http://sat.collegeboard.org/contact
http://sat.collegeboard.org/contact


 Test registration on test day at the test center is not available.

 Students who miss the late registration deadline or who have their paper 
registration returned to them unprocessed without enough time to resubmit it 
may be able to request Waitlist Status.

 Waitlist Status can be requested from the last registration deadline up until 
five days before test day.

 Waitlist Status is only available online; students cannot request Waitlist 
Status with the paper registration form or by calling Customer Service.

 All normal registration requirements apply, including the need to upload an 
acceptable photo.

 Students must be able to print their ticket; it cannot be mailed to them.



 Students receive their scores online free of charge.

 Choose up to four institutions to receive scores at the time of registration. 

These score reports are sent at no additional charge.

 Score Choice gives students the option to send scores from selected or all 

SAT and SAT Subject Test dates, as requested by each institution‘s score-

use practice. 

 The cost of sending scores can be a barrier for some students. For this 

reason, fee-waiver-eligible students are entitled to four additional 

score reports at no charge that can be used while they are in high school



 Score Choice is available to all students via the Web or by calling Customer 

Service (toll free within the United States).

 Note that Score Choice is not available for paper orders.

 Scores from an entire SAT test (critical reading, writing and mathematics 

sections) are sent — scores of individual sections from different sittings 

cannot be selected independently for sending.

 Score Choice is an optional feature. Students should still feel comfortable 

sending all scores, since most colleges consider a student‘s best score.



Here are some questions you may want to ask on your campus:

 Does your school serve as an SAT test site?

 If not, where do your students frequently go to take the SAT?

 What is the procedure for fee waiver distribution?

 Does your school host any test preparation sessions by teachers or peers?

 Have you ever proctored or administered an SAT?



 Content-based tests that allow students to showcase achievement in specific 

subject areas & differentiate themselves for college admissions and 

placement

 There are 20 different tests

 One hour in length; take up to three in one sitting

 Generally given 6 times per year, may vary depending on test

 Two Fee Waivers available to qualifying students in 9th – 12th grades

 200-800 score scale



College Admission 

Required or 

recommended by some 

colleges 

Provides a more holistic 

picture of a students‘ 

academic 

achievements

College Recruitment

Subject Test Takers are 

included in the College 

Board Student Search 

Service

This allows colleges to 

identify students with an 

interest in and potential 

to succeed in specific 

majors / programs

College Placement 

Help place students into 

appropriate courses; 

potentially place out of 

introductory classes

Identify students who 

may benefit from 

individualized support 

programs



 Fall assessment scores and reports are in!

 Review results with students and parents 

 Use AP Potential to assist in scheduling for the next school year 

 Encourage students to use My College QuickStart. 

 Review SOAS reports and share with Math and ELA departments

 Encourage seniors still considering the SAT to register for a winter 

administration

~ Winter ~

SAT

January 25

11th and 12th

Grades

Seniors  

looking to  

apply for fall 

admissions 

still have 

time!



Returning the Score Report Plus

 Return through a specific class (academic, 

advisory, etc.)

 Return in a large group setting

 Use the PowerPoint presentation from the 

PSAT/NMSQT download section

®



Score Report Plus

Your Scores

 Visual presentation is easier to read and understand.

Your Skills

 Pinpoint skills requiring improvement in critical reading, mathematics and 

writing.

Your Answers 

 Quickly compare student responses to the correct answers. Check 

difficulty level of each question.

®



 AP feedback was added to My College QuickStart™ in 2012

 New! Starting this year, AP feedback will be featured on the Score 

Report Plus

 Feedback is based on PSAT/NMSQT section scores

 Level of potential for each subject can be viewed in My College QuickStart



 A Web-based tool

 Free for schools that administer the PSAT/NMSQT®

 Provided by the maker of the AP® Exams

 Designed to ensure that no student is overlooked

 Based on proven research



Score Report Plus: Next Steps

 Student are provided My College 

QuickStart™ Access Codes 

 Online, students can use the interactive 

score report, see question and answer 

explanations, and get their SAT® score 

projection. 

 My College QuickStart is the best way for 

students to access their new customized 

skills feedback and try hundreds of practice 

items to improve their skills.

®



 Students can use the access code on their 

official PSAT/NMSQT® paper score reports 

to sign in at www.collegeboard.com/quickstart. 





Look Beyond Scores

• Questions and 
answer explanations

• State percentiles

• Projected SAT®

score ranges

• Students can 
sort questions 



The shading of the steps 
icons illustrates level of 
potential

Choosing a major puts a 
checkmark in the Matches 
Major column next to 
appropriate courses

This column tells a student if 
this course is likely offered 
at their school

Look for courses where they 
have ―potential‖, it matches 
their major, and it‘s offered 
at their school



Prepare for the SAT®

• Personalized skills 
to improve

• SAT practice questions

• An official SAT practice test



 Take a validated 

personality assessment 

 Explore a list of 

suggested careers and 

majors 

 Search for colleges 

 Get tips on applying to 

college and succeeding 

in high school and 

beyond 

 Create an online portfolio 

for college and career 

planning 





 Start the College 

Search

 Starter list of 

colleges

 Criteria to 

customize search

 Ability to save 

searches



 Connect to 

the Possibilities

 Major a 

student chose 

 Related majors

 Related careers



My College QuickStart™ Tips

 Arrange for a computer lab session to 

introduce students to My College 

QuickStart

 Use free lesson plans to guide 

students through structured activities



 Order PSAT/NMSQT for the Fall

 Request fee waivers for eligible juniors

 Encourage juniors to get a head start and register for the SAT

~ Spring ~

SAT

March 8

May 3

June 7

11th and 12th

Grades



Imagine if the SAT still looked like this . . .

(Page from the original 1926 SAT)

Each group contains six words. Three of these are related to each other in some definite way. 
Indicate which three are thus MOST CLOSELY RELATED by inserting the number of these words 

in the spaces at the right.

silver, platinum, amethyst, coinage, emerald, sapphire



 Utilize research and surveys with Higher Ed to 
define what is essential for success 

 Make the focus transparent & clear for students 

 Allow students to practice exactly that work that is 
essential for success 

 Real world context:  Literacy that includes text and 
data; math which requires reasoning and 
application; academic and career-related settings 

 Focus on command of evidence in reading, 
writing, math 

 Allow students to demonstrate both what they 
have learned and their ability to apply rigorous 
cognitive skills 

 Focus on improved differentiation at the high end 
of the scale 

Focus and Transparency

Relevance, Evidence and 
Application

Demonstration of Success



®  



 This is your ―go-to-source‖ for all things AP.

 Has a calendar of all important 2013-2014 

dates

 The first section lists courses and all 

important updates for 2013-2014.

 Overview of scoring on page 22.



 Advanced Placement Program® (AP®) courses are college-level courses 

offered in high school. AP courses reflect what is taught in top introductory 

college courses.

 There are 34 courses offered for the 2013-2014 school year.

 At the end of the course, students take AP Exams — standardized exams 

that measure how well students have mastered college-level course work. 

 Students who do well on AP Exams can earn credit and/or placement into 

advanced courses in college.

® Basics



Each AP Exam score is a weighted combination of the student‘s scores on the 
multiple-choice section and the free-response section. The final score is 
reported on a 5-point scale. 

Although colleges and universities are responsible for setting their own credit 
and placement policies (“qualifying scores”), AP scores offer a 
recommendation on how qualified students are to receive college credit or 
placement:

 5 = extremely well qualified

 4 = well qualified

 3 = qualified

 2 = possibly qualified

 1 = no recommendation



 AP courses can be challenging, but it‘s work that pays off.

 AP courses are often the most interesting and fulfilling courses a student 

takes in high school.

 Students develop confidence and learn the study habits and time 

management skills essential for success in college.

 Colleges rank ―grades in college-prep courses‖ and ―strength of curriculum‖ 

as the top two factors in the admission decision.*

 85 percent of selective colleges and universities report that a student‘s AP 

experience favorably impacts admission decisions.**

 More than 90 percent of four-year U.S. colleges and universities offer credit 

or advanced placement for qualifying AP Exam® scores.

®



A recent study* showed that students who earned a 3, 4, 

or 5 on the AP Exam® had higher first-year college grade 

point averages and were more likely to return for the 

second year of college than non-AP students of similar 

ability

*Krista Mattern, Emily Shaw, and Xinhui Xiong, The Relationship Between AP Exam Performance and College Outcomes (New York: The 

College Board, 2009)



 In the class of 2012, more than 

300,000 students identified as having a 

high likelihood of success in AP did not 

take any recommended AP Exam.

 Significant inequities in AP 

participation are seen along racial and 

ethnic lines.

®







 Emails were sent to 

students and parents 

based on students‘ 

level of AP potential, 

as indicated by their 

2012 PSAT/NMSQT®

scores.

 These emails invited 

students to learn more 

about AP on the new 

AP student website.

®



 AP Student Home

 Explore AP

 AP Courses

 Taking the Exam

 AP Scores

 Credit & Placement

®

apstudent.collegeboard.org

https://apstudent.collegeboard.org/home


 Thank you for helping your 

students get ready to access 

their AP scores online this year!

 What students need to access 

their scores:

1. A College Board account 

(free)

2. Their AP number or student 

identifier (if provided on the 

answer sheet)

apscore.org

https://apscore.collegeboard.org/scores


®

collegeboard.org/shareap

 Student Brochure

 Parents‘ Night PowerPoint 

Presentation

 Customizable AP 

Overview PowerPoint

 AP Informational Event 

Planner

 Digital Resources for AP 

Coordinators

http://lp.collegeboard.org/share-ap
http://lp.collegeboard.org/share-ap


 Who is your AP Coordinator?

 Do your teachers have special study groups or other support techniques for 

students?

 How does you school use AP Potential during the course selection  

process?

 What  is the general qualifying score for your area colleges and 

universities?



®



 Student Search Service is the most widely used source for 

connecting students with colleges and scholarships since 1972.

 Colleges and not-for-profit scholarship organizations use Student 

Search Service as a primary source for beginning the admission and 

financial aid recruitment process.

 Students must actively ―opt-in‖ to participate during the test 

registration process (PSAT/NMSQT®, SAT® and AP®).



Students use Student Search Service® to expand their college and financial aid 

options.

Colleges want to learn about students: 

 What are their academic interests? 

 What kind of campus environment do they desire?

 What sorts of activities would they like to be involved in? 

Student Search Service is a secure source, created by College Board 

membership to:

 Facilitate connections to college and financial 

aid opportunities

 Help students find the best college ―fit‖



 More than 7.5 million students choose to participate in Student 

Search Service every year.

 1,100 colleges and scholarship organizations use Student Search 

Service every year.

 Two-thirds of all College Board test-takers choose to participate in 

SSS® (SAT®, PSAT/NMSQT® and AP®).



300%
Average amount by which students and parents overestimate 

the cost of attending a public four-year college

23%
Proportion of students with the qualifications to attend a 

four-year college who apply to only one college

82%
Proportion of high-achieving, low-SES students who do not 

apply to a single school on par with their academic qualifications



Information received from colleges through programs like Student Search 

shapes college choices for more than a third of low-income students.

2%

6%

8%

1%

67%

58%

23%

35%

Higher-Income 
Students

Lower-Income 
Students

Print or email advertisements caused students to apply to 
schools they might not have considered before

Don't know if received Didn't receive Don't know No Yes
Complexity in College Admission: The Barriers Between Aspiration and Enrollment for Lower-Income Students (Oct. 2011)



As a not-for-profit organization itself, the College Board vets all emails sent 

by organizations that use Student Search, including those from:

 Accredited colleges and universities

 Screened, nonprofit scholarship organizations

 Approved educational enrichment organizations

The privacy of all students is critical and we NEVER share:

 Exam scores

 Telephone numbers

 Social Security numbers



The process for students to join Student Search is now more intuitive and 

streamlined:

 Before: Students would need to say yes on each exam regardless of 

whether they had opted in to Student Search previously.

 Now: Once students say yes to Student Search for the first time, they 

remain ―opted in‖ if they forget to answer on a subsequent exam.

 Always: Students can remove themselves from Student Search when 

they register for an exam or at any time by going to our website or 

calling us at 866-825-8051.

®





New! Students can see their accommodations in My Organizer.

 Students can now use My Organizer to see:

 The status of their request for accommodations (e.g., ―In review,‖ 

Decision made,‖ etc.)

 All approved accommodations

 Emails will be sent to students‘ parents only if parent email notification is 

selected.



 No need to fax or mail 

disability documentation.

 Choose between uploading 

or faxing documents when 

submitting requests for 

accommodations.

 At this time, only PDFs can 

be uploaded.

New! SSD Coordinators can upload documents directly online.





CLEP is the credit-by-examination program serving the most diverse group of

students — traditional, adult and military service members. 

 More than seven million exams have been taken since 1967. 

 182,800 exams were administered in 2011-12.

 Over 55,000 exams were administered to military service members.

® 

Graduate 

Leads to higher 

retention and 

graduation rates

Accelerate 

Advance to 

upper level 

classes sooner

Save money

Fraction of a 

college course

Save time

Earn up to 12 

credits per exam



® and AP® Fit Together?

CLEP is a good fit for students:

 Have a mastery of learning for 

topics that do not have a 

corresponding AP® Exam, such 

as: Sociology, Accounting, 

Business Law, etc.

 Do not have an opportunity to 

take an AP course

 Have a schedule conflict with 

an AP course

 Miss the AP Exam 





®

 Improvement in proficiency level, 

course placement level and scores.

 32% to as many as 92% of 

students improved.

 Increase in academic persistence.

“Every student that used ACCUPLACER®//MyFoundationsLab® saw improvement 
in their course level. It is beneficial — it supports students and it works.”

Michael Sullivan, Academy Coordinator, Northwood High School, Maryland





Help students remember:

 Never rule out a school because of cost alone.

 Compare costs before applying: Net price calculators can give a clear 
picture of actual costs and are on every college‘s website. 

 Remember to apply: The Free Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA)  
deadlines are available online and many schools also provide funds through 
the CSS/Financial Aid PROFILE® or state applications.

 Get advice: The financial aid offices at local colleges often provide 
workshops or can give advice.

 Compare awards: Look at all grants, loans and parental contributions 
before making a final decision on a college. 



Why It Matters

 In recent years, nearly half of all college undergraduates failed to complete 

the FAFSA including 1.7 million low or moderate income students. 850,000 

of these students were likely eligible for Pell grant.

 Students  and families who are equipped to make informed financial 

decisions are more likely to prepare for, enter and complete college. 

 Securing financial aid for students is an essential part of completing the 

college and career application, admission and transition process.



 The U.S. Department of Education piloted a 2010 FAFSA Completion 

Project to assist in determining which students completed a Free 

Application for Federal Student Aid (FAFSA).

 Nearly 100 participating school districts were included to increase 

FAFSA completion among their student population.

 Beginning January 1, 2014, every state grant agency will have the 

opportunity to create a system notifying school districts by student name as 

to the filing status of the FAFSA form by their students.



 The National College Access Directory

This national directory of college access programs is a FREE searchable 
online set of profiles of college access programs across the United States 
that help underserved students prepare, plan, and pay for college.

 College Goal Sunday USA

Students, parents and families can get free, on-site professional 
assistance completing the FAFSA (Free Application for Federal Student 
Aid), talk to financial aid professionals about financial aid resources and 
how to apply, as well as get information regarding state-wide student 
services, admission requirements, and more! 

 College & University Financial Aid Offices

Connecting and partnering with your area college and university financial aid 
offices, both 2-year and 4-year institutions,  is a great way to support your 
students and families with the financial aid process.



Coming Soon!

December 2013

and 

January 2014



 The College Board is increasing 

the number of fee waivers per 

qualified student from 6 to 8.

 Fee waivers are granted 

automatically upon completion of the 

PROFILE application.

 Qualifying students are generally 

from families who meet the USDA 

National School Lunch Program 

guidelines and who have few 

financial assets. 



A new Web portal gives students and 

parents information about PROFILE 

before they apply, including:

 An overview of PROFILE specifically 

for students and parents;

 Information on what students need 

to assemble before filling out the 

application; and

 Links to the student guide, 

participating colleges and financial 

aid resources.



 Before filling out the PROFILE , 

students need to gather the following 

financial information:

 Tax forms for their parents and 

themselves

 Business or farm value

 Housing status, such as rent or value 

of home(s)

 Any government assistance

 All students will also need:

 Access to a secure Internet browser 

 A valid credit card or checking 

account





Under the direction of our new president, David Coleman, delivering 

opportunity is our top priority.

The College Board has a distinctive role to play in turning research into action 

given our data and our membership.

 Expanding College Opportunity (ECO) Initiative

 Apply to 4 or More Campaign



Overall Approach:

 Target a very specific, initial population of students

 Conduct research to understand the issues and to develop solutions

 Use those findings to understand and address additional student 

populations

Findings: 

 Low-income students are at a disadvantage to high-income students in 

college-related outcomes even if they are equally high-achieving in high 

school

 Divergence occurs at key points, such as college application

 80% of these students do not apply to a single ―peer‖ college



 Concept:  Mail semi-customized information and fee waivers to high-achieving, lower-

resourced students to ensure they have the same access to basic, high-quality college 

planning information that would be available to all higher-resourced students

 Focus/Goal: Improved application portfolios -- more colleges, including ―peer‖ schools

Component Key Messages

1.  Application Strategies Apply to 8 colleges, including reach, target, and safety 

schools; pay attention to graduation rates

2.  State-Based Net Price 

Comparisons

Many selective and/or private schools near you are more 

affordable than you think

3.  (Eight) No-Paperwork College 

Fee Waivers

College application fees should not be a barrier for you in 

applying to college

RESULTS: Recent research showed that students in similar study, applied to a greater 

number of colleges, and enrolled in schools with higher graduation rates and higher 

instructional expenditures per student.



 “Piloting at Scale”: Provide information packets to the full target population in Class 

of 2014, with minimal modifications -- measure to see whether CB achieves similar 

results at scale

 Target Population: Class of 2014 high-achievers (top 10-15% PSAT/SAT scores; 

high GPAs) with family incomes in the bottom quartile  

 Timing: Initial spring mailing sent by the College Board in May under the tagline 

‗Realize Your College Potential‘; second mailing to additional students in early fall

 Targeted Expansions: Test a set of add-ons to increase the effectiveness of the 

materials and modify for the more moderate-achieving, college ready audience

 Evaluation: Analyze application decisions, admission outcomes, and college choices 

of students 



Research shows:

 The probability of enrollment increases significantly when students 

apply to 3-4 colleges 

 That low-income students who enroll in a college that matches their 

academic achievement graduate at higher rates and complete their 

degrees in less time than students who don‘t attend an academically 

matched college.

 That students eliminate colleges from their consideration based purely 

on sticker price

Source: Smith, J. (2011). The Effect of College Applications on Enrollment



Applying to college matters

 Apply to Four or More is a national campaign to leverage school 

counselors‘ ongoing efforts to ensure that all students, particularly low 

income, apply to 4 or more colleges.

 Promotion and Support 

 Professional Development

 Resources and Tools 

 Interactive. Reciprocal. Action Oriented.

 National and local recognition 

 Preferred access to specialized resources and tools  



 Bookmark the College Board Resource page for 

counselors

 Add the important dates and deadlines to your Outlook 

calendar (you choose which ones!)

 Go to collegeboard.org/fcw4ormore and sign the 

pledge to join the Apply to 4 or More Campaign

 Feel free to send any questions or follow-up comments to 

fcw@collegeboard.org


