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College Going Activity 

 How are we inspiring our students to be 
goal oriented, resilient, confident, and 
ambitious? 

 

Think-Pair-Share 
 



Take one of each and pledge to make it happen!  

School Wide Efforts  

 Career Days 

 College Door Contests 

 Test Prep blocks 

 University partnerships 

 Essay Contests 

 Campus environment 

Words of the week 

 50 day Count Down to CST 

 College starts in 
Kindergarten 

 

Classroom Efforts 

 Teacher’s college  diploma 
and credential posted in 
classroom 

 Naming groups after 
universities 

 Goal setting for all 
stakeholders 

Writing Process using 
contrastive analysis 

 Using culturally 
empowering text 



This is How We Do It: 
Norms for Professional Development Success 

 We keep the energy positive all the time 

 We, all of us, participate 100% of the time 

 We are mindful of others 

 -Please turn all electronics to meeting mode 

 -Keep sidebar conversations to a minimum 

 Listen with a different ear and an open mind 

 



Objectives 

• To provide culturally responsive writing strategies 
and tools that will provide access to core standards 

• How to make cultural connections with students’ 
experiences that will engage students in rich 
discussions that will facilitate proficiency and 
mastery in writing in standard English 

• Develop a tool kit of critical skills used to write an 
effective personal statement for college applications 
and on demand response to writing prompts 



Closing the 
Achievement/Proficiency Gap 

2007/2008 

Implementation 





 
Access Denied to Colleges of Choice    

 
 
 
 

True Story. 

 



One student’s  
Dream Deferred 

 

 Black Gates that symbolize entrance 
into Columbia University 

Entrance to Barnard College 



STUDENT WANTED TO ATTEND 
BARNARD COLLEGE 

OR COLUMBIA UNIVERSITY AND 
BEGAN TO WRITE HER COMMON 

APPS, PERSONAL STATEMENT AND 
SUPPLEMENTAL ESSAYS.  

 



Example #1  
Barnard Supplement #2 

Pick one woman in history or fiction 

to converse with for an hour and 

explain your choice. What would 

you talk about? 



 
If I could converse with one woman in history it would be 

Mirabai. I would ask her why was the doll Sir Krishna so 

important to her? And what did it signify to her?  Mirabai was 

born around the 16th century in the Chaukari village in Merta, 

Rajasthan.  When she was a young girl her father was given 

a doll, Sir Krishna, which he did not want to give Mira 

because he felt she would not appreciate it.  



 
 

WRITING IS ALL OVER THE PLACE. 
 

 



MANY OF OUR STUDENTS ARE NOT 
TAUGHT ORGANIZATION AND  

TIME MANAGEMENT SKILLS WHICH 
OFTEN TIMES REFLECTS IN  

THEIR WRITING. 

 



Writing is one of the most important 
skills students can develop, but 
middle and high schools do not 

directly teach it. 
(Bender, 2012) 



More revisions. This time with tutor: 

If I could converse with one woman in history it would be Mirabai. I would ask 

her why was the doll Sir Krishna so important to her? And what did it signify to 

her?  Mirabai was born around the 16th century in the Chaukari village in Merta, 

Rajasthan.  When she was a young girl her father was given a doll, Sir Krishna, 

which he did not want to give Mira because he felt she would not appreciate it. 

So, to show her appreciation for the doll Mirabai promised to make the doll her 

lifelong friend, lover, and husband. Mirabai eventually got married to Prince Bhoj 

Raj which she served and took care of, but she still devoted her time and energy 

to her doll. Her parents and husband tried to kill her and make her commit 

suicide because of her affection she had towards the doll, but she survived their 

attempts. She later died and her soul went to live in the doll, Sir Krishna, heart. 

       



INTERVENTION AND MODELING. 
I STARTED THE QUESTIONING 
PROCESS FOR THE STUDENT  

 AND BEGAN MODELING FOR THE 
TUTOR BY ASKING QUESTIONS. 

 



Mira Bai, who and WHY? 



Her answer:   
“Well, I goggled Mirabai and she 
seemed interesting. Um yeah.” 

Mira Bai 

www.dlshq.org/saints/mirabai.htm 

Jan 30, 2005 – Biography of Mira Bai, 
regarded as an incarnation of Radha. 

mirabai.com 
 



Date: Wed, 2 Nov 2011 19:44:12 -0700 
Subject: 
From: mahdiyyah.chase@gmail.com 
To: hasanhamilton@msn.com 
 
I have a question. my mom told me its ghetto to write about 
Madam C J walker for this essay prompt for Barnard 

 RE:  

 

From: Katrina Hamilton (hasanhamilton@msn.com) 

Sent: Thu 11/03/11 2:43 AM 

To:  Mahdiyyah Chase (mahdiyyah.chase@gmail.com) 

 Madam C. J. Walkerr, the FIRST WOMAN MILLIONARE IN AMERICAN HISTORY, is 
an excellent choice... 

Katrina 

  





(200 WORDS, 1000 CHARACTERS REVISE)  



 
MADAM CJ WALKER, ONE OF THE GREATEST AMERICAN 

ENTREPRENEURS, PHILANTHROPISTS, AND SOCIAL 
ACTIVISTS OF OUR TIME HAS FASCINATED ME SINCE I 

WAS TEN YEARS OLD.  MADAM WALKER, BORN SARAH 
BREED LOVE, OVERCAME HER PAINFUL STRUGGLES TO 

BUILD A SOLID FOUNDATION FOR HERSELF, HER FAMILY 
AND COMMUNITY.  IF I COULD CONVERSE WITH 

MADAM CJ WALKER, I WOULD OFFER HER TEA AND 
BEIGNETS, WHICH I KNOW SHE WOULD ENJOY SINCE 

THIS IS THE OFFICIAL ‘DOUGHNUT’ OF HER NATIVE 
LOUISIANA. I WOULD ASK, “HOW, AS AN AFRICAN-

AMERICAN WOMAN DURING POST-SLAVERY AND THE 
WOMEN’S SUFFRAGE DID YOU MANAGE TO CREATE 

SUCH A SUCCESSFUL HAIR CARE INDUSTRY?  



 
A DEBATE OCCURRED IN BARNARD 

UNIVERSITY’S ADMISSION’S OFFICE.   

 



Circular Discourse 

• Kaplan on Narrative Discourse Patterns 
X 

X X 

X 
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LINGUISTIC SOCIETY OF AMERICA  
Excerpt from resolution Issued, January 3, 1997 

• The variety known as “Ebonics”, “African American 
Vernacular English” (AAVE), and “Vernacular Black English” 
and by other names is systematic and rule-governed like all 
natural speech varieties. In fact, all human linguistic 
systems... are fundamentally regular.   

• The systematic and expressive nature of the grammar and 
pronunciation patterns of the African American vernacular 
has been established by numerous scientific studies over 
the past thirty years.  Characterizations of Ebonics as 
“slang”, “mutant”, “lazy”, “defective”, “ungrammatical”, or 
“broken English” are incorrect and demeaning. 
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Characteristics of  
Niger-Congo Languages 

• The Niger-Congo family of languages originated in West Africa 
but migrated to eastern and southern Africa. 

• Niger-Congo languages have a clear preference for open 
syllables of the type CV (Consonant Vowel).  

• The typical word structure of proto-Niger-Congo is thought to 
have been CVCV, a structure still attested in Bantu, Mande, 
and Ijoid. 

• The large majority of present-day Niger-Congo languages is 
tonal. Tones are used partially for meaning but mostly for 
grammar. 

• Most of the Niger-Congo languages have prefixes and suffixes 
to qualify nouns and verbs. Nouns and verbs never exist on 
their own. U-BABA (my father), U-YIHLO (your father), U-YISE 
(his father). 
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CHARACTERISTIC PHONOLOGICAL FEATURES 

OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LANGUAGE 

PHONOLOGICAL 

VARIABLE 
MAINSTREAM 

AMERICAN 

ENGLISH 

AFRICAN 

AMERICAN 

LANGUAGE 

*CONSONANT 
CLUSTER 
 
/ TH /  SOUND 
 
/ R /   SOUND 
 
STRESS PATTERNS 
 
/ L /  SOUND 

DESK, TEST, COLD 
 
 
THIS, THIN, MOUTH 
 
SISTER, CAROL 
 
PO LICE’, HO TEL’ 
 
ALWAYS, MILLION 

DES, TES, COL 
 
 
DIS, TIN, MOUF 
 
SISTA, CA’OL 
 
PO’LICE, HO’TEL 
 
A’WAYS, MI’ION 
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CHARACTERISTIC GRAMMATICAL FEATURES 

OF AFRICAN AMERICAN LANGUAGE 

LINGUISTIC 
VARIABLE 

MAINSTREAM 
AMERICAN 

ENGLISH 

AFRICAN 
AMERICAN 
LANGUAGE 

 
LINKING VARIABLE 
 
POSSESSIVE MARKER 
 
*PLURAL MARKER 
 
VERB AGREEMENT 
 
HABITUAL “BE” 

He is going 
 
John’s cousin 
 
I have five cents 
 
He runs home 
 
She is often at home 

He going 
 
John cousin 
 
I have five cent 
 
He run home 
 
She be at home 



MELD Strands 



Activity: Independent Writing 

• Pick one woman in history or fiction to 
converse with for an hour and explain your 
choice. What would you talk about? 



Activity: Collaborative Discussion 

• Work in collaborative groups 

• Have a discussion around writing prompt 

• Assign group roles 

• Complete Graphic Organizer 

• Go back to independent writing on prompt 



Instructional Strands of Culturally Responsive 
Pedagogy  

1 

2 

3 

4 

Standards-Based Teaching with Culturally Responsive Text 

& Media 

   

Building on Cultural Behaviors to Build Positive Classroom 

Communities 

Codeswitching Skill - Systematic Teaching of Situational 

Appropriateness with Language and Behavior  

  

   Expansion of Academic Vocabulary Using Conceptually-                         

Coded Words  



Personal Thesaurus Activity  

Red 

sapphire  

Yellow 

Green  Brown  

onyx sable  

mahogany  

copper  

chestnut  

sienna  



Key Access Strategies/Instructional Strategies 

• Student mastery of 
academic content is a 
primary objective of 
educators charged with 
facilitating the mastery 
of standard and 
academic English. 
 

• The District promotes a 
set of 4-6 common 
research-based 
strategies to provide 
access to core content 
for second language 
learners.  

Making Cultural 
Connections 

Contrastive Analysis 
MELD Approach 

Instructional 
Conversations 

Academic  Vocabulary 
Development 

Advanced Organizers 

Communal and 
Cooperative Learning 



Written Language Sample 

  Community-educational, geographic, religious, political, ethnic, or other- can 
define an individual’s experience and influence her journey. How has your 
community, as you identify it, shaped your perspective? 

 

          I live in Inglewood, California west of South Central, east of Culver City, north 
of Hawthorne, and south of Los Angeles. It is predominantly Hispanic and black. 
On a daily bases I see homeless people knocking on windows asking for change 
to buy a piece of chicken, loud music yelling out vulgar profane language 
blasting from cars, teen mothers pushing not one baby  in a stroller but two, this 
is where I come from. Yet, because I see my community like this I don’t use it as 
an excuse.  I use this to push me to strive to become successful and not a 
product of my environment.  I do not look at my community pessimistically 
because I know there is hope.  I feel with all the negativity my community 
produces it results in positivity in certain individuals. I say this because living in 
Inglewood has made me believe that all adolescents who live in dysfunctional 
areas have the ability to rise above the situation.  I am more accepting and 
sympathetic towards others who deal with certain hardships because I know 
how it feels to struggle.  



Graphic Organizer 

Title 

Introduction:    What are you going to tell us? 

Body:  Tell us 
•   
•  
•  

Conclusion:  Tell us what you just told us 



Re-Write with Graphic Organizer 

How my community has shaped my journey 

Introduction:    What are you going to tell us? I am optimistic 
that there is hope for those of us who come from communities 
filled with negativity, because we have the resilience to rise 
above our situation. 

Body:  Tell us 
•  On a daily basis I see homeless people at the will 

of others to provide means to survive. 

• Single teenage mothers struggling through the 

hustle and bustle of life. 

• However, these are not viable excuses to not 

strive for a better life. 

Conclusion:  Tell us what you just told us.  As result, I 
am more accepting and sympathetic towards others 
who deal with hardships because I know how it feels 
to struggle. 



Ask yourself the question: 
 

Are the students learning to write?  

Or 

Writing to learn?  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

How the Brain Learns by David Sousa 



 
Use Other Sources of Details 

        
“Writing to Learn” 

1. Talk with someone you know. Parents, neighbors, 
friends, or teachers may know a lot about the topic. 

2. Write for information. If you think a museum, a 
business, or a government office has information you 
need, send for it. 

3. Read about your topic. Gather details from books, 
magazines, and newspapers. 

4. Use the Internet. The quickest source of information 
is the Internet. Remember to check Internet sources 
carefully for reliability. 



•Utilize the culture and literacy of the students 
as a springboard to deepen their knowledge 

base. 

•Validate and affirm students’ home language 
and use as a tool for teaching conventions and 

forms of standard English. 

•Integrate basic skills and mechanics with the 
study of writing and literature. 

Changing the Landscape of Writing 
Instruction 



• Resources 

• The Writers’ Express by Wireless Generation 

• High Yield Strategies 

 


