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AP® U.S. History State Alignment Guide: Illinois 
Prepared by Illinois  state teachers and educators for the College Board, June 2012 

 

The AP® U.S. History curriculum framework is more prescriptive than the Illinois state standards for U.S. 
history.  As a result, the AP U.S. History curriculum provides guidance to meet the very broad State standards in 
that the AP U.S. History curriculum provides explicit guidelines indicating essential historical skills that are 
needed, historical eras to be taught, and themes to be covered in the course.    
 

 
Historical Thinking Skills 

  
While both the AP U.S. History curriculum framework and the Illinois State standards emphasize critical 
historical thinking skills, the AP curriculum explicitly requires more skills than the Illinois standards.  For 
example, while the Illinois State standards do not explicitly emphasize the skill of thesis development, the AP 
framework explicitly requires it.   Another example: unlike Illinois, the AP curriculum framework adds the skill 
of comparison and contextualization.    
 
The AP U.S. History curriculum framework has much more specific requirements of historical thinking skills, 
which enhances the meaning of the broad Illinois standards.     
 

AP U.S. History Illinois Framework 
 

Crafting Historical Arguments from Historical 
Evidence. 

Illinois State Goal 16.A.4c: 
Developments using methods of historical inquiry (pose 
questions, collect and analyze data, make and support inferences 
with evidence, report findings).  

Chronological Reasoning 
 

Illinois State Goal 16.A.4a: 
Determine cause-and effect relationships and change over time. 

Comparison and Contextualization Illinois State Goal 16.A.4b: 
Compare competing historical interpretations of an event.  

Historical Interpretation and Synthesis Illinois State Goal 16.A.4d: 
Explain the tentative nature of historical interpretations. 
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Periodization 
 

Both the AP U.S. History curriculum framework and Illinois state standards explicitly reference historical eras 
with AP dividing American history into nine historical periods and Illinois into ten historical periods.    While the 
periodization of the course is slightly different, the scope of the both frameworks is the same.  Both frameworks 
require the courses to begin pre-Columbian American history and end with an analysis of current historical 
issues.     
 
Although both frameworks cover the same content, the AP framework might require some adjustments on 
periodization.  For example, in dealing with the Civil War period, the Illinois State Standards begins the era in 
1850; whereas the AP U.S. curriculum framework starts in 1844.  Another example is that while Illinois 
examines the era from 1865-1945 in three distinct periods, the AP U.S. curriculum framework covers it in two.   
 
The AP U.S. curriculum framework, with its emphasis on essential key concepts, has much more specific content 
requirement, which enhances the meaning of the broad Illinois standards.     
 
 
AP U.S. History Framework 
 

 
Illinois Framework 

1491-1607  On a North American continent controlled by 
American Indians, contact among the peoples of Europe, 
the Americas and West Africa created a new world.  
 
1607–1754 Europeans and American Indians maneuvered 
and fought for dominance, control and security in North 
America, and distinctive colonial and native societies 
emerged.  
 
1754 – 1800 British imperial attempts to reassert control 
over its colonies and the colonial reaction to these attempts 
produced a new American republic, along with struggles 
over the new nation’s social, political and economic 
identity.  
 
 

Early history in the Americas to 1620  
 
 
 
Colonial history and settlement to 1763  
 
 
 
 
The American Revolution and early national period to 1820s  
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1800–1848  The new republic struggled to define and 
extend democratic ideals in the face of rapid economic, 
territorial and demographic changes.  
 
1844-1877 As the nation expanded and its population 
grew, regional tensions, especially over slavery, led to a 
civil war — the course and aftermath of which transformed 
American society. 
 
1865–1898 The transformation of the United States from 
an agricultural to an increasingly industrialized and 
urbanized society brought about significant economic, 
political, diplomatic, social, environmental and cultural 
changes.  
 
1890–1945 An increasingly pluralistic United States faced 
profound domestic and global challenges, debated the 
proper degree of government activism, and sought to 
define its international role. 
 
 
 
1945–1980 After World War II, the United States grappled 
with prosperity and unfamiliar international 
responsibilities, while struggling to live up to its ideals.  
 
1980-present  As the United States transitioned to a new 
century filled with challenges and possibilities, it 
experienced renewed ideological and cultural debates, 
sought to redefine its foreign policy, and adapted to 
economic globalization and revolutionary changes in 
science and technology. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

National expansion from 1815 to 1850  
 
 
 
The Civil War and Reconstruction from 1850 to 1877  
 
 
 
 
Development of the industrial United States from 1865 to 
1914  
 
 
 
 
The emergence of the United States as a world power from 
1890 to 1920  
 
Prosperity, depression, the New Deal and World War II from 
1920 to 1945  
 
 
Post World War II and the Cold War from 1945 to 1968 
 
 
 
Contemporary United States from 1968 to present. 
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Thematic 
 

Both the AP U.S. History curriculum framework and Illinois state standards explicitly reference a thematic 
approach to the course with AP dividing American history into seven themes and Illinois providing four themes.   
The AP U.S. History curriculum provides guidance to meet the very broad state standards.  With respect to the 
theme of politics in U.S. history, both sets of standards examine the theme of politics, with Illinois using the word 
politics and the AP framework naming a theme “Politics and Power.”    For example, the AP framework refers to 
the themes of “Peopling” and “Identity”, which correspond to the Illinois State standard’s themes of Social and 
Political History.   In addition, to satisfy the Illinois State standard for economic history, the AP framework 
requires the theme of “Work, Exchange and Technology.”  The final Illinois theme of environmental history 
corresponds directly to the AP U.S. History “Environment and Geography.”  
 
The AP U.S. History curriculum framework, with its emphasis on essential key concepts, has a much more 
specific content requirement, which enhances the meaning of the broad Illinois standards.     
 
 
1. Identity 
2. Work, Exchange and Technology 
3. Peopling 
4. Politics and Power 
5. America in the World 
6. Environment and Geography (Physical and Human) 
7. Ideas, Beliefs and Culture 
 

 

1. Illinois State 16B: political events. 

2. Illinois State 16C: Economic systems. 

3. Illinois State 16D: Social history. 

4. Illinois State 16E: Environmental history. 

 

 
 
 


