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Question 3 
 
Analyze the ways in which the development of the Soviet Union in the 1920s and 1930s both reflected and 
departed from the ideas of Marxism. 
                                                                                                              
9–8 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and analyzes how the development of the Soviet Union during the 1920s and 
1930s reflected and departed from Marxist ideas. 

• Organization is clear; develops Marxist ideas and Soviet policies pursued by Lenin and Stalin. 
• Essay is well balanced; clearly connects Marxist ideas to Soviet policies. 
• All major assertions are supported with specific references to Marxist ideas and Soviet policies. 
• May contain errors that do not detract from the argument. 

 
7–6 Points 

• Thesis is explicit and suggests how the development of the Soviet Union in the 1920s and 1930s 
reflected and departed from Marxist ideas.  

• Organization is clear; identifies Marxist ideas and Soviet policies pursued by Lenin and/or Stalin. 
• Essay is balanced; deals with Marxist ideas and Soviet policies at least briefly. 
• All major assertions are supported by some evidence concerning Marxist ideas and Soviet policies. 
• May contain an error that detracts from the argument. 

 
5–4 Points 

• Thesis is limited; may deal thinly with how the development of the Soviet Union reflected and/or 
departed from Marxist ideas. 

• Organization is basic; may include simplistic references to Marxist ideas and Soviet policies. 
• Essay shows imbalance; limited references to Marxist ideas and Soviet policies. 
• Some of the major assertions are supported by references to Marxist ideas and Soviet policies. 
• May contain a few errors that detract from the argument. 

 
3–2 Points 

• No explicit thesis or a thesis that merely repeats/paraphrases the prompt.  
• Organization is ineffective. 
• Essay shows serious imbalance; Marxist ideas or Soviet policies may be omitted. 
• Little relevant evidence; may appear disorganized. 
• May contain several errors that detract from the argument. 

 
1–0 Points 

• No discernible attempt at a thesis/off task. 
• No discernible organization. 
• Marxist ideas and Soviet policies are neglected. 
• Minimal or no supporting evidence is used.  
• May contain numerous errors that detract from the argument. 
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Question 3 

Overview 

This question asked students to analyze ways in which the development of the Soviet Union in the 1920s and 
1930s reflected the ideas of Marx or departed from them. In order to respond effectively students had to be 
able to identify some of Marx’s ideas (for example, class struggle, nationalized industry, planned economy, 
collective ownership, atheism, abolition of inheritance, international revolution, women’s rights, proletarian 
revolution after bourgeois revolution, evils of capitalism, egalitarianism) and show how Soviet policies 
reflected those ideas or departed from them. Students could not simply say that Marx was for equality, or for 
the working class. 

Sample: 3A 
Score: 9 
 
The thesis is sophisticated and shows a clear understanding of Marxist ideas and Soviet reality. 
The organization is effective; it features a chronological treatment of Lenin and Stalin. The essay cites the 
Third International and freedom for women as reflecting Marxist ideas, and it identifies the transition to 
NEP as a departure from Marxist ideas. The essay further states that Stalin acted against Marxist 
principles in his purges and suggests that Stalin’s attachment to Marxist ideas was superficial. The essay 
identifies the pace of industrialization under the Five-year Plans and elimination of kulaks as inspired by, 
but moving beyond, Marxist ideas. The student shows command of the topic and masterfully links Marxist 
ideas and Soviet policies. 

Sample: 3B 
Score: 8 
 
The thesis is clear and includes both reflections of and departures from specifically identified Marxist ideas 
(reflected and departed are treated together). The organization is clear in identifying Marxist ideas and 
their connections to the policies of Lenin and Stalin. The analysis of Lenin specifies “vanguard of the 
party” as substituting for proletariat and NEP as departing from Marxist ideas. The analysis of the 
connection between Stalin’s Five-year Plans and Marxist ideas of eliminating private property is strong 
and uses ample details. Why is this not a 7? Both Marxist ideas and Soviet policies are developed fluently. 
Why is this not a 9? The analysis in the thesis doesn’t distinguish between the reflections and departures 
quite as clearly as it could. 

Sample: 3C 
Score: 6 
 
The thesis is explicit, suggesting the abolition of capitalism went along with Marxist ideas. The 
organization is clear, focusing on policies that reflected Marxist ideas: consolidation of agricultural lands 
and liquidation of kulaks and dictatorship of the proletariat, then on departures from Marxist ideas, citing 
Five-year Plans. Multiple pieces of evidence support each assertion (reference to collectivization, kulaks, 
limited capitalism under NEP). Why is this not a 5? The evidence on Soviet policies is specific and the 
argument is clear. “It [USSR] varied greatly from Marx’s idea of a classless utopia because not only was the 
Soviet Union a totalitarian state with little rights, there was also a party elite.” Why is this not a 7? The 
Five-year Plans are not accurately linked to Marxist ideas, and Marxist ideas aren’t fully spelled out 
throughout the essay.  

 
 


