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Question 3 
 

BASIC CORE (competence) 
 
1. Has acceptable thesis. 

• The thesis must correctly address both a similarity and

• The thesis must be explicitly stated in the introduction or the specified 
conclusion of the essay. 

 a difference in how TWO 
empires used religion to govern.  

• The thesis may appear as one sentence or as multiple sentences. 
• A thesis that is split among multiple paragraphs or merely restates the prompt is 

unacceptable. 
• The thesis CANNOT count for any other point. 

 
2. Addresses all parts of the question, though not necessarily evenly or 
thoroughly. 
     For 2 points: 

• Identifies at least one similarity AND

     For 1 point: 

 one difference in the use of religion to 
govern in the specified empires.  

• Identifies one similarity OR

 

 one difference in the use of religion to govern in the 
specified empires. 

3. Substantiates thesis with appropriate historical evidence. 
     For 2 points: 

• Must provide at least five pieces of relevant and accurate evidence related to 
religions in the specified empires. 

• At least one piece of evidence must be from each empire. 
     For 1 point: 

• Must provide at least three pieces of relevant and accurate evidence related to 
religions in the specified empires. 

 
4. Makes at least one direct, relevant comparison in the way two empires used 
religion to govern. 

• Makes at least ONE explicit and factually correct statement of similarity or 
difference in the use of religion to govern in the specified empires.  

 
5. Analyzes at least one reason for a similarity or a difference identified in a 
direct comparison. 

• The analysis must explain the reason for a similarity or difference as it applies to 
both empires. 

 
Subtotal 

0–7 Points 
 
1 Point 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1–2 Points 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1–2 Points 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
1 Point 
 
 
 
 
1 Point 
 
 
 
 
7 Points 
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Question 3 (continued) 
 
EXPANDED CORE (excellence) 
 
Expands beyond basic core of 1–7 points. A student must earn 7 points in the basic 
core area before earning points in the expanded core area. 
 

 
 
0–2 Points 

Examples: 
• Has a clear, analytical, and comprehensive thesis. 
• Provides ample historical evidence to substantiate the thesis. 
• Relates comparisons to larger global context. 
• Makes several direct, relevant comparisons between the ways empires used 

religion to govern. 
• Consistently analyzes relevant similarities and differences in the way empires 

used religion to govern. 
• Recognizes nuances in the way empires used religion to govern. 

 

 
Subtotal 
 

 
2 Points 

TOTAL 9 Points 
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Question 3 
 

Overview 
 
The intent of this question was for students to identify and explain similarities and differences in the way 
two empires (Maurya/Gupta, Islamic Caliphates, Byzantine) used religion to rule until 1450. In particular, 
the question measured the historical thinking skill of comparison and contextualization (Skill 3) and Key 
Concept 2.1 (The Development and Codification of Religious and Cultural Traditions) and Key Concept 3.2 
(Continuity and Innovation of State Forms and Their Interactions). The question assessed content and 
thematic knowledge of Periods 2 and 3, especially students’ thematic understanding of the use of religion 
to rule. 
 
Sample: 3A  
Score: 8 
 
The first paragraph combines several sentences to address a similarity in the way the Byzantine Empire and 
the Islamic Caliphates used religion to establish rulers and regimes and a difference in the use of religion to 
establish laws (1 point). Similarity of rulers as religious figures is addressed in the second paragraph, and a 
similar use of religion to support conquest appears in the third paragraph, while a difference in the use of 
religion to create law is addressed in the fourth paragraph (2 points). Other similarities are found in the 
second paragraph, regarding the establishment of rulers as head religious figures, and in the third paragraph 
comparing the use of religion to justify expansion; the fourth paragraph explains a difference between the 
Byzantine secular laws only mildly influenced by Christianity as opposed to Islamic sharia law based directly 
on the Quran (1 point). Causes for similarities and differences include attempts to deter unrest and increase 
control over subjects, the use of religion to inspire military action to gain new land or reclaim lost land, and 
the secular nature of the Roman legal code compared to sharia law (1 point). There are nine pieces of valid 
evidence, five relating to the Islamic Caliphates and four relating to the Byzantine Empire (2 points). The 
essay earned all the core points, and it provided strong analysis to earn an expanded core point (1 point). 
 
Sample: 3B  
Score: 4 
 
The attempted thesis does not adequately qualify similarities or differences in how empires used religion to 
rule. In the second paragraph, the student successfully addresses a similarity in the Islamic Caliphates’ use of 
the Quran in law and the Byzantine use of religion to shape political views, but the attempt at addressing a 
difference fails to connect the use of religion to rule (1 point). The treatment of similarity in the second 
paragraph is also a direct comparison (1 point). The essay contains five pieces of valid evidence, three 
relating to Islam and two relating to Christianity (2 points). 
 
Sample: 3C 
Score: 1 
 
This essay includes an attempt at a thesis in the first paragraph but inadequately ties differences in 
religion to how those religions were used to govern. Much of the paragraph is a restatement of the prompt. 
Attempts at similarity and difference are incorrect, even though the structure of comparison and contrast 
is in place. The essay contains three pieces of valid evidence (1 point).  
 

 
 

 


