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Trends in Higher Education Series

Increasing college  
access and affordability
As tuition at American colleges and universities continues to soar, household 
incomes remain stagnant, and state spending for higher education is failing  
to keep pace with rising enrollments. If a college education is to be accessible 
for all, then we must:

•	 	Inform	policymakers	of	trends	in	college	pricing	and	financial	aid	
expenditures, and the relationship between prices, funding, and  
college	affordability;	and

•	 	Ensure that college affordability is a priority for state and federal 
legislators who determine appropriations for higher education.

Know the facts

State appropriations per full-time equivalent 
(FTE)	student	in	higher	education	have	declined	
steadily in recent years.

As	state	spending	per	FTE	student	declines,	
published tuition prices at colleges and 
universities are higher than ever.

Students and their families are increasingly 
reliant	on	financial	aid	to	finance	their	college	
education. 

State	spending	per	FTE	student	dropped	by	
9%	in	inflation-adjusted	dollars	in	2008-09,	by	
another 6% in 2009-10 and by 4% in 2010-11. 

In 2011-12, average published tuition and fees for 
in-state students at four-year public colleges and 
universities	rose	8.3%	to	$8,244;	published	tuition	
and	fees	at	four-year	private	nonprofit	colleges	and	
universities	averaged	$28,500,	an	increase	of	4.5%	
from 2010-11. 

In 2010-11, undergraduates received an average of 
$12,455	in	aid,	including	$6,539	in	grants	and	$4,907	
in federal loans.

Source: Trends in College Pricing 2011 and Trends in Student Aid 2011
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Support our efforts 
The College Board Advocacy & Policy 
Center publishes the Trends in Higher 
Education series to help answer critical 
questions on college affordability. A 
college education is critical to long-term 
financial security, yet many students and 
families face real financial barriers to 
college enrollment and success. If a college 
education is to become more affordable  
for more students, institutions will have to 
find ways to offer a high-quality education 
in a more cost-effective manner, and 
state and federal governments will have 
to improve their systems for supporting 
both postsecondary institutions and 
the students they educate. The data 
provided in Trends and the accompanying 
commentary can inform policymakers, 
researchers, student advocates, and others 
in their analyses of these issues.

The College Board Advocacy & Policy 
Center is working with states and school 
districts to increase awareness of the 
importance of education and preserving 
federal funding to ensure that every 
student has access to a postsecondary 
education. 

For more information on Trends in Higher  
Education, visit: 
http://trends.collegeboard.org

Act now
•	 Educate yourself on the most up-to-date 

information regarding college prices and  
student aid.

•	 Encourage	your	state	legislators	to	make	 
college affordability a priority and to increase  
state spending on higher education.

Use our tools 
•		 Trends in Higher Education series includes:

—  Trends in College Pricing provides up-to-date 
information on undergraduate tuition and fees, 
room and board, and other expenses. It also 
includes information on revenues and expenditures 
of colleges and universities and related topics.

—  Trends in Student Aid provides data on grants, 
loans,	Work-Study,	and	education	tax	benefits	
available to assist students and families in paying 
for postsecondary education. The report provides 
extensive data describing student aid of all types 
from all sources.

—  Education Pays: The Benefits of Higher Education 
for Individuals and Society presents detailed 
evidence	of	the	private	and	public	benefits	of	
higher education and examines disparities in 
postsecondary participation among different 
demographic groups.

•		Policy Briefs examine the data impacting college 
tuition and fees and student aid from all sources.

•		 Webinars share	experts’	analyses	on	the	financial	
aspects of higher education for students at a wide 
range of institutions across the United States. 




