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Being an effective  
advocate for education
Each year, the college dreams of millions of students are affected by the 
work of educators, administrators, and policymakers. We believe the work 
of our profession has important consequences for the most considerable 
challenges facing our nation today. Too many students fall through the cracks 
as they navigate our education system and are not prepared for the demands 
of college and the 21st-century workforce. We must become advocates for 
creating greater educational opportunities for all students.

If we are to increase the number of Americans who earn a college degree, then 
we must: 

•	 Advocate	for	higher	standards	and	changes	in	school	curricula;

•	 Increase	support	for	school	counselors	and	teachers;

•	 Move	toward	a	simpler	financial	aid	system;

•	 Better	prepare	students	in	our	schools,	colleges,	and	universities;	

•	 Improve	the	school-to-college	transition;	and

•	 Increase	college	completion	rates.

Know the facts

The percentage of American adults with  
postsecondary credentials is not keeping pace 
with that of other industrialized nations. 

The U.S. ranks 12th in developed countries  
for postsecondary degree attainment among  
citizens ages 25 to 34, compared to third among 
citizens ages 55 to 64. 

A postsecondary credential is increasingly 
necessary for gaining employment. 

61.3% of adults ages 25 to 34 in the U.S. do not have 
a college degree.

Disparities in higher education attainment  
persist across demographic groups.

Educational attainment rates are 19.2% for Hispanic 
students and 29.4% for African American students, 
compared to 69.1% for Asian students and 48.7% for 
white students.

Source: The College Completion Agenda, 2011.
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Support our efforts 
Advocacy is at the core of the College 
Board mission. It is central to the work that 
we do and to who we are. The efforts of the 
College Board Advocacy & Policy Center 
are driven and often led by the College 
Board’s membership, offering opportunities 
for you to get involved in the issues that 
matter most to you, to your community, 
and to the students you serve. An effective 
advocacy campaign can be highly visible, 
and can be of national- or state-level scope, 
but advocacy can also happen close to 
home. Although some advocacy efforts 
are more successful than others, it is the 
process that counts. Individual voices 
matter most.

There are several ways in which you can become an  
advocate:

•	 Join	us	to	become	an	advocate	and	learn	about	
opportunities for action to improve college access and 
success.  
Visit: http://advocacy.collegeboard.org/get-involved 

•	 Participate	in	congressional	hearings	and	activities	
such as press conferences, policy roundtables, and 
Capitol	Hill	briefings,	which	rely	heavily	on	membership	
experience and expertise. 

•	 Lead	the	informational	sessions	and	advocacy	
presentations	at	the	College	Board	Forum	and	at	 
College	Board	regional	meetings.

•	 Be	active	in	your	professional	associations	and	 
civic groups.

Working together, we can become an even stronger 
voice for change in American education. We can all be 
advocates.

For more information on how to get involved and 
be an effective advocate, visit: 
http://advocacy.collegeboard.org/advocacyinaction

Act now
Sign up to:
•	 Get	email	alerts	about	Advocacy	&	Policy	Center	

news, our latest studies, and the progress of our 
advocacy	campaigns;	

•	 	Receive	invitations	to	attend	upcoming	events	and	
webinars;	

•	 	Hear	about	activities	and	opportunities	in	your	
local	region;	and	

•	 Learn	about	opportunities	to	get	involved	in	
Advocacy	&	Policy	Center	projects.

Use our tools
The College Board Advocacy & Policy Center is a reliable 

and trusted resource for innovative research, tools, 

practices, and ideas for college preparation, affordability, 

and completion.

Use the Advocacy in Action Toolkit, a user-friendly 

resource that will facilitate meaningful dialogues  

and policy discussions. It highlights some of the  

most pressing issues and provides strategies to improve 

outcomes in education.

Participate	in	Advocacy webinars to gain practical tips  

on becoming an advocate and learn how the College 

Board	Advocacy	&	Policy	Center	provides	the	resources,	

support, and tools you need to increase college and 

career readiness.

Call for change
Advocate for policies and practices that ensure that all  

students have the opportunity to succeed in college  

and beyond. To prepare all our students for the future, 

we must all be change agents.


