
Helps Foster a College-Going Culture

A simple change in schedule helps foster a college-going culture with SAT School Day, 

an exciting new initiative in which participating districts and states provide the funds for 

students to take the SAT during a school day at high schools in their hometowns. 
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The College Board: Committed to College and Career Readiness
Improving access to and equity in the higher education admission process has always been a primary driver of the College Board’s mission. By fairly 
assessing the skills students have learned in school and their ability to apply those skills, the SAT School Day continues to support this mission, while 
also serving as a valuable tool to help states and districts foster a college-going culture.



SAT School Day: Helps Foster a College-Going Culture

SAT School Day Works for Students by Eliminating 
Common Reasons for Not Taking the SAT
1. Financial: The cost to the student is removed.
2. Time/availability: Testing on a weekday does not interfere with work or family obligations scheduled on the weekend. 
3. Transportation/location: Students no longer have to worry about transportation or trying to locate the testing site because 
 they test in their own schools.
4. Comfort: Less worry about travel and cost, plus being in familiar surroundings, may reduce the traditional anxiety that goes 
 along with testing. 

SAT School Day Works for States and Districts
1. Increases access to and participation in the SAT — a critical step in driving college enrollment

2. Opens more doors and creates more opportunities for potential first-generation college-bound students
3. Sets high standards for student achievement and measures progress

4. Identifies current gaps in skill level to drive knowledge-based curriculum decisions

Advantages at the District and State Levels
SAT School Day resulted in significant increases in eligible juniors’ participation at the district and state levels.

“With the Delaware Department of Education’s support, districts were able to demonstrate the state’s
commitment to the SAT as a weekday option. As a result, there was a cultural shift.”

— Marian Wolak, Director, Curriculum, Delaware Department of Education

What Is the SAT® School Day? 
•	 The	SAT® School Day is the same test, with a different experience. 
•	 SAT	School	Day	scores	are	college	reportable.	
•	 States	and	districts	pay	for	students	to	take	the	test	during	a	school	day	and	may	be	eligible	for
   discounted rates.
•	 SAT	School	Day	participants	receive	a	number	of	tangible	benefits:
  — Enhanced reporting for states and districts, allowing them to view data at the student,
      school, district and state levels
  — Access to The Official SAT Online Course™
  — Communications to help raise student awareness and increase student participation

The College Board now offers states and districts the option of hosting the SAT during a school day.
The SAT School Day, currently offered in October (fall), February (winter) and April (spring), helps states
and districts foster a college-going culture.

“Administering the SAT on a school day encourages more students to take the test and increases access to college. It also sends 
a powerful message of a state’s or a district’s commitment to prepare all students for the next step after high school.”
— Rick Nolly, Principal
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District 
Improvement:

For example, the 
percentage of 

eligible students 
taking the SAT in 

Irving, Texas.

Statewide 
Improvement:

For example, the 
percentage of 

eligible students 
taking the SAT in 

Delaware.

“If some students 
hadn’t taken the test, 
they would have 
probably not gone to 
college at all.”
— Jagrit Pounde,
     Student

The College and Career Readiness Pathway
The SAT is a forward-looking test that upholds a high level of academic excellence, helping prepare students to compete in a 21st-
century global economy by testing skills required for college and life. Aligned to curricula, the SAT tests the reading, mathematics 
and writing skills and the knowledge that students acquire during high school, and provides educators with an important measure 
of academic achievement as students prepare for college and career opportunities.

The feedback and tools within the Pathway help students improve their skills and enable educators to make curricular changes that 
enhance learning and minimize remediation in college.

Alignment to Common Core State Standards
The aim of the College Board is to become the national leader in assessment that is deeply aligned to the Common Core State 
Standards. Recent alignment studies confirm that the College Board’s College and Career Readiness Pathway assessments are 
equally or more aligned to the Common Core than any other large-scale assessment available today.


