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Lane Tech art student, Angelica C. works on a clay portrait.
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The College Board Award for Excellence and Innovation in the Arts recognizes 
and celebrates College Board member schools that have implemented arts 
programs that promote student learning and creativity in exemplary and 
innovative ways. This year, four $3,500 regional awards and one $5,000 national 
award were presented to schools to support the continuation and growth of their 
exemplary arts programs. These five inspiring programs are described in the 
following pages.

National Winner and Midwestern 
Regional Winner
Lane Technical College Prep High School, Chicago, Ill.
Submitted by Amy Moore

Over the past 10 years, the arts teachers at Lane Technical College Prep High 
School in Chicago have dedicated themselves to building a comprehensive 3-D 
art department. They began with the purchase of a single kiln and adding one 
ceramics project in an AP® Studio Art course, and have now expanded to over a 
dozen classes with over 300 students.

Students at Lane Tech are given an exciting range of opportunities through the 
3-D art department, with classes ranging from sculpture to wheel throwing to AP 
Studio Art: 3-D Design Portfolio. 3-D art students also work in a cross-disciplinary 
manner, collaborating with other classes to contextualize their learning. For 
instance, they work with world language classes for a unit on Greek and Roman 
pottery and narratives or study with the AP Chemistry class on the art, history, 
science and technology of ceramic-firing techniques. This collaboration with 
AP Chemistry includes field trips where students experience different firing 
techniques firsthand. They travel to a Michigan farm to build and fire an earth kiln, 
attend a dawn-to-midnight raku firing at Lane Tech and a soda firing at a local art 
center, and run a wood-fire kiln while on an overnight camping trip in rural Illinois. 
3-D art students also learn outside of the classroom when they engage with the 
greater Chicago community by building sculptures for community events such 
as Chicago’s Snow Days celebration, and by volunteering their time to teach 
students at local elementary schools about ceramics and sculpture. 

While many 3-D projects require costly materials, Amy Moore, a 3-D teacher 
at Lane Tech, points out that “a 3-D program can usually be launched with 
inexpensive materials. Complex projects can be constructed with used cardboard 
and glue guns, and simple cardstock paper.” However, she adds that “successful 
programs are built on a vision that looks beyond current capacity and toward 
future growth. Those involved in the program have to keep searching for new 
outlets for student creativity. They can’t be timid about asking for resources 
necessary to give kids these opportunities. And they can’t be disheartened when 
they don’t receive funding on the first, second or even third request. Eventually, 
when teachers and schools go to bat for their students with an earnest and well-
reasoned proposal, we find allies and friends. These come from the art world, from 
the school community, from local businesses and from charitable organizations.” 
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Middle States Regional Winner
Patapsco High School & Center for the Arts, Dundalk, Md.
Submitted by Liberty Grayek

Patapsco High School and Center for the Arts is a fine arts magnet school 
within a local comprehensive school. For the past 15 years, the magnet programs 
at Patapsco High have offered fine arts opportunities to students in grades 
9–12 across the Baltimore County Public School system. Teachers at Patapsco 
recognize the arts as a way to help students expand their personal and academic 
potential, and as a way to keep students engaged in learning. In addition to 
offering a wide array of arts courses, the arts are integrated across the curriculum 
as a tool to enrich the educational and cultural experiences of all students in 
the school. Anatomy lessons include figure drawing and sculpture, book reports 
are created through animation and include student-created musical scores, and 
health classes examine artwork to diagnose physical ailments.

Students at Patapsco are also given opportunities to engage with and give back 
to their community through the arts. They regularly work with area middle and 
elementary schools, exposing younger pupils to the arts and assisting them in 
developing skills within their chosen craft. Students also perform at local festivals, 
parades and governmental inaugurations.

The myriad arts opportunities at Patapsco offer students once-in-a-lifetime 
experiences and help them gain opportunities to further their education beyond 
high school.

“Taking theater has helped me to 
become more comfortable in my own 
skin and more confident; therefore, in 
other classes I am more outspoken.”

— Alex F., student at 
Patapsco High School

Patapsco students Chris W. and Katie D. 
perform in Urinetown.
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Patapsco student Morgan C. performs in the Patapsco marching band.
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Southern Regional Winner
Girls Preparatory School, Chattanooga, Tenn.
Submitted by Cathie Ault Kasch

At Girls Preparatory School in Chattanooga, Tenn., the arts are recognized 
as a core subject that helps students develop critical thinking skills and self-
confidence. Middle school students at Girls Prep take courses in dance, theater, 
visual art and music, and then pursue one or two of these art forms at advanced 
levels in high school. In addition to taking courses in all four of the art disciplines, 
middle school students take part in exciting interdisciplinary projects that allow 
them to make meaningful connections in their learning.

Teachers at Girls Prep find that collaborations are critical in developing a fully 
articulate and thinking artist, and they strive to help students make important 
connections across all the disciplines as well as between various arts mediums. 
For example, students in art classes collaborate with students in history or global 
studies; these partnerships promote students’ understanding of the world and 
their place in it, and contextualize their course work in both their art and nonart 
courses. In the words of seventh-grader Phoebe Warren: “I found myself paying 
more attention to the words and their meaning while dancing than I usually 
would. … English and social studies usually overlap somewhat, but adding dance 
to the mix helped me remember and understand the material we were learning. 
Having three different views on subjects like the American Revolution, colonial 
America and civil rights helped me develop my own opinions and gave me a 
better understanding of these complex subjects and how they relate to my life.”

“I enjoy the process of working on a project, but I love 
finishing a project as well. That is the best feeling in 
the world: being able to show off your work to family 
and friends and actually feel proud of what you have 
accomplished. I love when other people enjoy and 
feel something from my art because I want people to 
appreciate art as much as I love creating it.” 

— Katherine E., student at  
Girls Preparatory School
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River Rocks, Katherine E., Girls Preparatory School
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Josandy A. works on a sculpture at Molina High.
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Southwestern Regional Winner
Molina High School, Dallas
Submitted by William Adkins

The Feral Cat Society at Molina High School in Dallas is an innovative 
extracurricular program that provides students with an opportunity to engage in 
a variety of dance, music, drama and literary arts projects. The Feral Cat Society 
recognizes the arts as a way to help students stay engaged in learning by offering 
accessible, timely and relevant applications of concepts presented in core 
classes. Most projects focus on themes featuring cross-curriculum participation 
in core subjects. One example is a recent project, “Oak Cliff Meets Japan,” which 
incorporated Japanese art forms including haiku, origami, raku and bookbinding. 
Such projects reinforce lessons in math, science, language arts and social 
studies, while also offering students a global perspective of the arts. In addition, 
art teacher William Adkins notes that students were given “an opportunity to 
juxtapose their own traditional folklore and cultural identity with people on the 
other side of our planet.”

Molina High student Moses O. with his award- 
winning sculpture Internal Combustion.
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Western Regional Winner
Hood River Valley High School, Hood River, Ore.
Submitted by Amirra Malak

At Hood River Valley High School, art teacher Amirra Malak has created a 
curriculum for the AP Studio Art: 2-D Design Portfolio course that focuses on 
digital point-and-shoot photography. The course is a testament to the principles 
of equity and access promoted by the College Board. Last year, 40 percent of 
students enrolled in the AP Studio Art: 2-D Design Portfolio course at Hood River 
Valley High School were at or below the poverty line, and 60 percent were minority 
students. For many of these students, this course is their first AP experience, and 
for some it is their only one. Yet, despite these statistics, 100 percent of students 
have achieved a 3 or higher on their portfolios in the three years that the course 
has been offered. 

Malak stresses that the focus on digital point-and-shoot photography makes 
her course accessible to all students. She has found that “students who have 
a perception that only a talented few are able to draw or create art in other 
mediums are willing and eager to try the medium of digital photography, 
especially if you provide the camera.” Further, because digital photography can 
be viewed and assessed instantly, students are able to grow and learn at a faster 
rate than traditional hand-manipulated media would allow; this enables Malak to 
offer her course without any prerequisites. While many visual art courses can be 
cost-prohibitive for low-income students at underfunded schools, the low cost 
of digital cameras means that Malak is able to provide a school camera to every 
student who enrolls in the course. Working with digital images also means there 
is no need for a dark room or expensive printing supplies. 

Malak’s curriculum is an exemplary and innovative implementation of the AP 
Studio Art course that clearly promotes access and equity, while arming students 
with the creative and critical thinking skills they will need to be career and  
college ready. 

Mikala H., Hood River Valley High School Maria P., Hood River Valley High School
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Mikala H., Hood River Valley High School
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Cover photo: Albert Lane High School student Richard T. works with wheel-thrown clay vessels.
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